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WELCH, Chairman and LITTELL, Commissioner


In this Order, we adopt amendments to our long-term contracting rule (Chapter 316) as directed by the Legislature.


On December 21, 2011, the Commission provisionally adopted rules that amended the long-term contracting and resource adequacy rules.  Because the implementation of these rules were denominated as “major substantive” by 35-A M.R.S.A. § 3210-C(10), they require legislative approval under 5 M.R.S.A. §§ 8071-8072.  In compliance with these provisions, the Commission submitted the provisionally adopted rules to the Legislature for approval.

On March 31, 2012, Resolves 2011, Chapter 138 became effective.  The Resolve authorized the final adoption of the rule if the Commission “[i]ncorporates the changes made by Public Law 2011, chapter 413, sections 2 and 3 to the section of the rule related to energy efficiency long-term contracts.”
The required changes have been made to the rule:
Accordingly, we

O R D E R

1.
That the amendments to Chapter 316, Long-term Contracting and Resource Adequacy, are hereby finally adopted:

2.
That the Administrative Director shall file the final amendments and related materials with the Secretary of State;

3.
That the Administrative Director shall notify the following of the adoption of the final rule:

a.
All transmission and distribution utilities in the State;

b.
All persons who have filed with the Commission within the past year a written request for notice of rulemakings;

c.
All licensed competitive electricity providers;

d.
All persons on the service list for the Inquiry into Long-Term contracting, Docket No. 2011-270.

e.
All persons who commented in this Rulemaking, Docket No. 2011-348

.
That the Administrative Director shall send copies of this Order and attached final rule to Executive Director of the Legislative Council, 115 State House Station, Augusta, Maine  04333-0115.
Dated at Hallowell, Maine, this 1st day of May, 2012.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

_______________________________

Karen Geraghty

Administrative Director

COMMISSIONERS VOTING FOR:
Welch
Littell
NOTICE OF RIGHTS TO REVIEW OR APPEAL

            5 M.R.S.A. § 9061 requires the Public Utilities Commission to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding written notice of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision made at the conclusion of the adjudicatory proceeding.  The methods of review or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory proceeding are as follows:

            1.         Reconsideration of the Commission's Order may be requested under Section 1004 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure (65-407 C.M.R.110) within 20 days of the date of the Order by filing a petition with the Commission stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is sought.  Any petition not granted within 20 days from the date of filing is denied.

            2.         Appeal of a final decision of the Commission may be taken to the Law Court by filing, within 21 days of the date of the Order, a Notice of Appeal with the Administrative Director of the Commission, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Appellate Procedure.

            3.         Additional court review of constitutional issues or issues involving the justness or reasonableness of rates may be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(5).

Note:   The attachment of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's view that the particular document may be subject to review or appeal.  Similarly, the failure of the Commission to attach a copy of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's view that the document is not subject to review or appeal.
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