	
	
	




State of Maine
Maine Coastal Program
Maine Coastal Program Habitat Restoration Planning Grant Program Statement

Issued by: Maine Coastal Program 

Applications due by 5:00pm on March 6, 2026
Application must be emailed to the Maine Coastal Program at mainecoastalprogram@maine.gov. Please enter “[Organization Name] Habitat Restoration Grant Application” in the subject line. 


Program Statement: FY2024 MCP Shore and Harbor Planning Grant
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[bookmark: _Toc219961298]Section 1: Background
[bookmark: _Toc219961299]Overview
Created in 1978, the Maine Coastal Program (MCP) is a federal, state, and local partnership under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 and is one of 34 coastal programs nationwide. Maine’s program works in partnership with other state agencies, municipalities, regional councils, and other organizations, with the Maine Office of Community Affairs (MoCA) serving as the lead agency. Funding for this planning grant comes from the Maine Coastal Program’s NA25NOSX473C0081 grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
The Maine Coastal Program (MCP) is pleased to announce an opportunity for municipalities, unorganized townships, Tribal governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), or Regional Planning Organizations to receive funding for coastal habitat restoration planning projects. Projects will include the planning, design, and/or engineering for habitat restoration, resiliency, or coastal acquisition projects.
[bookmark: _Toc219961300]Eligibility
Eligible applicants include municipalities, unorganized townships, and Tribal Governments in Maine’s Coastal Zone. Regional Planning Organizations and NGOs are eligible as well as service providers to municipalities and should have a letter of support from an official representative from the municipality, unorganized township, or Tribal Government where the work will be conducted. Municipalities and townships in Maine’s coastal zone are listed on the Coastal Program website. Applicants must be in Maine’s Coastal Zone to be considered for grant funding.
[bookmark: _Toc219961301]Eligible Uses of Funds
Eligible activities include community outreach, surveys, site characterizations, inventories, preliminary and final designs, prioritization of projects, preparation of plans, and outreach with willing sellers. In addition, the funds can be used to identify local and regional land conservation priorities in preparation for future projects. Subawards will not fund construction, land acquisition, or site monitoring. Nature-based infrastructure solutions, such as living shorelines, are not eligible for grant funding. If any work that involves disturbing the environment (including sampling) is proposed, note that an additional environmental review may be required; see additional details in section 3.7.
A. Grant Proposal Examples
Please Note: This is NOT an exhaustive list.
· Inventory of water crossing assets (including both tidal and non-tidal crossings).
· Prioritization of potential tidal crossing projects using a variety of metrics like capacity, size, condition, risk, etc. 
· Preliminary or final design for an existing habitat restoration project.  This can include both structural and site design. However, nature-based solutions are not funded by this grant offer.
· Inventory of wetlands associated with road crossings. Funding can be used to inventory existing tidal wetlands and the potential for future wetland migration (or survival) in face of sea level rise.
· Identifying and developing land agreements. Funds are available to locate potential land parcels for easement and develop agreements with willing partners.
[bookmark: _Toc219961302]Grant Size and Duration
The maximum grant size is $100,000 per project. There is no minimum. Grants are anticipated to be awarded in the first half of 2026. As these are federal funds, the grant contracts cannot be executed, and projects cannot start until the completion of NOAA's review of the proposed projects. Projects must be completed by 12/31/2027. No match is required.
[bookmark: _Toc219961303]Cancellation Notice
The State of Maine reserves the right to cancel this Program Statement at any time.  
[bookmark: _Toc219961304]Contact Information
Questions should be sent via email to the Maine Coastal Program at mainecoastalprogram@maine.gov by February 16, 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc219961305]Final Action
Awards made through this program are considered final and are not subject to internal agency appeals. Any person aggrieved by a decision may pursue judicial review according to the provisions of 5 MRS§§ 11001 – 11008 within 30 days of the award announcement.
[bookmark: _Toc219961306]Information Sharing
The Maine Coastal Program may share enrollment materials, grant applications, and related community information with other state agencies and contracted entities for program evaluation and to improve awareness of community needs, priorities, and opportunities to provide assistance.
[bookmark: _Toc219961307]Section 2 Grant Program Details
1 [bookmark: _Toc219187831][bookmark: _Toc219187945][bookmark: _Toc219188242][bookmark: _Toc219459173][bookmark: _Toc219459197][bookmark: _Toc219459249][bookmark: _Toc219961047][bookmark: _Toc219961073][bookmark: _Toc219961308]
[bookmark: _Toc219961309]Application Guidelines and Required Format
A complete application for funding will include the following components. Applicants should use the application form on page 8 to address each component.    
A. Applicant Details
B. Project Description
C. Project Tasks and Schedule
D. Project Budget
E. Appendix
[bookmark: _Toc219961310] Selection and Award Process
An evaluation team comprised of qualified reviewers will judge the merits of the proposals received in accordance with the criteria below: 
· Incorporation of coastal habitat restoration (25 points)
· Quality of proposal, project feasibility and readiness (20 points)
· Applicant and subcontractor qualifications and capacity to perform the work, and past performance with Maine Coastal Program grants (20 points)
· Consistency with, and contribution to local and regional efforts and priorities (20 points)
· Cost efficiency and fairness of budget estimate (15 points)
Applicants must complete all application requirements to be awarded funding. Notice of an award or non-award are expected to be sent by the beginning of April 2026. Awards are contingent on a final review by NOAA, then subsequently a contract will be sent. Note that no expenses incurred prior to the date that the contract is signed by both the successful grant recipient and the State of Maine will be reimbursed.
[bookmark: _Toc219961311]Application Deadline and Submission
A. Application Submission
Applications are due by 5:00pm on March 6, 2026. The application must be emailed to the Maine Coastal Program at mainecoastalprogram@maine.gov. 
Please enter “[Organization Name] Habitat Restoration Grant Application” in the subject line. Maine Coastal Program does not assume any liability for assuring accurate, complete, or on-time email transmission and receipt. Please note that the State email firewall may block the transmission of large files. The maximum attachment size is 20MB. MCP will confirm receipt of applications by 5:00 pm on March 6, 2026.
B. Project Deadline
All projects must be completed by December 31, 2027.
C. Questions about the Program Statement
Questions about this Program Statement should be sent via email the Maine Coastal Program at mainecoastalprogram@maine.gov by February 16, 2026. Include the subject line “Habitat Restoration – Questions.” 
Any responses deemed substantive will be summarized and posted on the Program’s website around February 20, 2026. It is the applicant’s responsibility to consult this summary.
D. Overall Submission Details
Emails containing links to file-sharing sites or online file repositories will not be accepted, nor will encrypted emails, which require opening attachments and logging into a proprietary system. Please check with your organization’s Information Technology team to ensure that your security settings will not encrypt your application submission. Please note that the State email firewall may block the transmission of large files.
[bookmark: _Toc219961312]Section 3 Terms & Conditions of Grant Awards
2 [bookmark: _Toc219961052][bookmark: _Toc219961078][bookmark: _Toc219961313]
[bookmark: _Toc219961314]Grant Agreement 
Grant recipients must enter into a written Grant Agreement in the form of a standard State of Maine contract, a template of which (Service Contract (SC)) is available for viewing on the State of Maine’s Division of Procurement Services website, under the Forms tab. 
[bookmark: _Toc219961315]Pre-Award Costs 
The State of Maine is not liable for any costs incurred by the Grantee or any Grantee subcontractor(s) prior to the contract effective date. Maine Coastal Program cannot authorize any payments for work completed prior to the effective date of a fully executed grant contract.   
[bookmark: _Toc219961316]Reporting Requirements 
Semi-annual progress reports are required June 2026, December 2026, and June 2027. The final report is required before December 31, 2027. Reports must include a description, by task, of progress made to date, deliverables completed during the reporting period and any delays in schedule. The final report must include updates on all deliverables according to the executed contract and the project must be completed by December 31, 2027. Grant funds will be paid as reimbursements for work completed, and a minimum of 10% of the total award may be held until the final deliverables are received. Invoices must be submitted at least once per quarter after the project starts (quarters: 1/1–3/31; 4/1–6/30; 7/1–9/30; 10/1–12/31).  
[bookmark: _Toc219961317]Travel/Mileage Rate  
The vehicle mileage reimbursement rate is the current rate used by the State of Maine. At the time of issuance of this program statement, that rate is $0.56 per mile. Please confirm the mileage rate at this website: Mileage & Other Info | Office of the State Controller (maine.gov).
[bookmark: _Toc213167179][bookmark: _Toc219961318][bookmark: _Toc473880456]Acknowledgement of Funding 
The title page of all reports, studies, or other documents such as brochures or posters supported in whole or in part by the grant award shall acknowledge the financial assistance provided by NOAA and Maine Coastal Program. Presentation materials such as Power Point presentations, maps, meeting agendas, event placards, and interpretive signage are to acknowledge funding by, at a minimum, incorporating the programs’ logos into their design. Logos and detailed requirements for acknowledgement of funding are included in the grant contract agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc219961319]Public Records  
Following announcement of an award decision, notes for all submissions will be public records, available for public inspection pursuant to the State of Maine Freedom of Access Act (FOAA) (1 M.R.S. § 401 et seq.).   
[bookmark: _Post_Award_Environmental][bookmark: _Toc219961320]Post Award Environmental Review Process
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Requirements: Under Department of Commerce Standard Terms and Conditions G.04.a., the Recipient is required to identify to NOAA any impact the award will have on the quality of the human environment and assist NOAA in complying with NEPA and associated environmental laws and policies. For any tasks or sub-tasks with a Special Award Condition attached requiring further NOAA Office for Coastal Management review prior to full approval, the Office for Coastal Management will review these tasks to determine the appropriate level of National Environmental Policy Act analysis, and whether additional information is necessary.
If the scope of an award amendment has changed from the original grant scope (e.g., funding is being awarded for additional construction not originally considered), then NOAA will consider if the change implicates the National Environmental Policy Act even if it was considered in the original award of the grant. A Categorical Exclusion, Environmental Assessment, or Environmental Impact Statement may be prepared for grant amendments, depending on scope of the amendment and what type of analysis is appropriate. For additional grant cycle steps, such as the release of funds, cost extensions, and other administrative steps that do not change the scope of the original grant award where NEPA was conducted, a NEPA review will not need to be conducted again.
NOAA may require additional information to fulfill post award NEPA and environmental compliance review requirements. If NOAA determines that an environmental assessment is required, applicants may also be required to assist in drafting the assessment. Applicants may also be required to cooperate with NOAA in identifying and implementing feasible measures to reduce or avoid any identified adverse environmental impacts of their proposal.
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Applicants must use the embedded application document to complete their application. The application document can be accessed by double clicking on the icon above.  You may need to download a copy of this document and enable editing to access the application.
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[bookmark: _Toc153281824][bookmark: _Toc213167181][bookmark: _Toc219961322]Resources for Coastal Planning
Municipal Hazards Adaptation Series   The Municipal Planning Assistance Program (MPAP) at the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and Maine’s Regional Planning Organizations collaborated on these documents explaining how to identify threats to community resources, and how to respond to those threats by integrating adaptation measures into existing local policies, practices and ordinances. Along with an overview document, the series addresses nine different areas of municipal responsibility: Transportation, Stream Crossings, Wastewater, Drinking Water, Storm Water, Comprehensive Planning, Shoreland Zoning, Site Plan Review and Subdivision Review. The Guidance series and other hazards-related planning resources can be found at this website.
Beginning with Habitat
This Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife (IF&W) website provides habitat maps to Maine municipalities to help guide conservation efforts. These maps include maps information about aquatic and shoreline habitats.

Maine Flood Resilience Checklist   
This simple and practical self-assessment tool can help communities evaluate how well-positioned they are to prepare for, respond to, and recover from flooding events. It provides a framework for examining flood risk, assessing hazards to the natural, built, and social environments, and identifying ways to enhance resilience. 

Natural Hazards and Land Use Planning for Maine Communities
This recorded webinar series addressed the intersection of community land use and natural hazard planning, covering topics like comprehensive planning, infrastructure upgrades, and model ordinances. The webinars provide examples and tools to help communities act to minimize the impact of natural hazards and increase community resilience. 

Coastal Hazards Webpage   
This Maine Geological Survey (MGS) webpage provides several different datasets to support completion of the Flood Resilience Checklist and general coastal resiliency planning, including:
0. Beach Mapping Shoreline Change – mapping of shoreline changes and beach features along the majority of southern Maine’s beaches
0. Highest Astronomical Tide Line – mapping of the extent and values of the HAT in support of Maine’s Shoreland Zoning
0. Sea Level Rise/Storm Surge – mapping of the potential inundation associated with a variety of future sea level rise or storm surge scenarios
0. Sea Lake and Overland Surges from Hurricanes - mapping of the potential inland inundation from landfalling hurricanes
For additional sea level rise information, see the Maine Geological Survey: Spatial Data website

Maine Community Resilience Workbook
This how-to-guide is a comprehensive tool for communities to plan for and address anticipated local hazards and changing conditions. 

Multi-town Infrastructure Planning Webpage
Maine Coastal Program (MCP) led this project to analyze the resilience of working waterfront infrastructure in the Penobscot Bay region and estimate potential costs for repairs and upgrades.

Living Shorelines Webpage   
An MGS webpage with resources related to Living Shorelines in Maine. 

Tidal Marshes and Marsh Migration   
The Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP) webpage provides currently available data related to tidal marshes, tidal marsh migration, and undeveloped blocks at various sea levels scenarios.

Coastwise 
This MCP-led project provides guidance for restoring tidal restrictions. 

Maine Stream Habitat Viewer
This viewer provides information about non-tidal stream crossings and barriers that could affect fish passage. 

Tidal Restriction Atlas
This MCP-led viewer shows road restrictions in tidal areas and areas likely to become tidal at various water heights.
 
Floodplain Mapping Resources 
The Maine Floodplain Management Program webpage provides online floodplain maps as well as a wealth of supporting information on state and Federal flood mapping about the National Flood Insurance Program. 

Maine Coastal Resilience 
These Nature Conservancy (TNC)-led web mapping tools were developed in partnership with MGS and the MNAP at the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. The tools help identify conservation opportunities in three areas:
a. The Future Habitat Explorer predicts tidal marsh expansion with rising seas, informing coastal protection decisions.
b. The Aquatic Barrier Prioritization tool helps identify fish-passage restoration projects in the Penobscot River basin.
c. The Coastal Risk Explorer helps communities plan for future conditions by identifying roads that may be flooded and inaccessible in an emergency. 

Maine Department of Environmental Protection
Maine Hazards Hub
Maine Adaptation Toolkit
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State of Maine

Maine Coastal Program Habitat Restoration Planning Grant Application

The Maine Coastal Program invites you to submit a full proposal for the Habitat Restoration Planning Grant. The proposal should include detail regarding your proposed project for planning, designing, and/or engineering for habitat restoration, resiliency, or coastal acquisition for municipalities, unorganized townships, Tribal governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), or Regional Planning Organizations. Subawards will not fund construction, land acquisition, or site monitoring. In addition, nature-based infrastructure solutions will not be accepted in this funding offer.

Grant Proposal Examples

Please Note: This is NOT an exhaustive list. 

· Inventory of water crossing assets (including both tidal and non-tidal crossings). 

· Prioritization of potential tidal crossing projects using a variety of metrics like capacity, size, condition, risk, etc.  

· Preliminary or final design for an existing habitat restoration project.  This can include both structural and site design. However, nature-based solutions are not funded by this grant offer. 

· Inventory of wetlands associated with road crossings.  The priority is to inventory existing tidal wetlands and the potential for future wetland migration (or survival) in face of sea level rise 

· Identifying and developing land agreements. Funds are available to locate potential land parcels for easement and develop agreements with willing partners.

All questions regarding this application should be sent to the Maine Coastal Program at mainecoastalprogram@maine.gov. 

Application due by 5:00pm on March 6, 2026

Please use the following template for your application. Please keep the application to 10 pages or less, excluding appendices. 

A. APPLICANT DETAILS

Applicant Information

		Project Title:



		



		Grant Request Amount: 



		



		Total Project Cost:



		



		Applicant Name:



		



		Applicant Type (check multiple if applicable):

		☐ Municipality

☐ Unorganized Territory

☐ Tribal Government

		☐ NGO

☐Regional Planning Council



		Physical Address: Include Street, City, and Zip Code

		



		Contact Name:



		



		Contact Title:



		



		Phone:



		



		Email:



		







Project Consultant(s): If applicable, include details below. Copy this section for additional consultants.

		Consultant Name:



		



		Project Role:



		



		Physical Address: Include Street, City, State, and Zip Code

		



		Contact Name:



		



		Contact Title:



		



		Phone



		



		Email:



		







Project Partner(s): If applicable, include details below. Copy this section for additional partners.

		Partner Name:



		



		Project Role:



		



		Physical Address: Include Street, City, State, and Zip Code

		



		Contact Name:



		



		Contact Title:



		



		Phone



		



		Email:



		







B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

		Project Title:



		



		Project Location:



		



		Project Dates:



		





The State of Maine is not liable for any costs incurred by the Grantee or any Grantee subcontractor(s) prior to the contract effective date. All projects must be completed by 12/31/2027.

1. Project Need: Explain the need for the project and how it fits with municipal, tribal, and/or regional goals. Describe how the project helps coastal habitat restoration. Identify the type and range of public support for the proposed project. 

		







2. Project Description: Describe the proposed project. The description should identify how the grant funds will be used.

		





If it is a site driven application, please include a map clearly identifying the project area must be included as an appendix.

3. Project Goals, Outcomes, and Deliverables: 

a. Identify the goals, proposed outcomes, and deliverables from this project.

b. Include how the deliverables will be used, how the project will be implemented, and how the proposed project will benefit the community and/or region. 

c. Describe how the grant funds will help achieve coastal habitat restoration.

		







C. PROJECT TASKS AND SCHEDULE

Provide a schedule listing specific project tasks by number and in sequence, including what will be done, by whom, and when each task will be completed. Applicants must ensure that the project team has the capacity to complete the project. Please account for the time needed to develop a final report and a short case study at the conclusion of the project to share achievements and relevant lessons learned for other coastal municipalities. The project must be completed by December 31, 2027.



The review team recognizes that an application may be part of a larger project or a phase of a multi-year effort. In such instances, the application should provide a description of:

· The expected overall project result

· How the portion of the project funded by the Maine Coastal Program fits into the overall project

· What the Maine Coastal Program Habitat Restoration Planning Grant will specifically address

Table 1: Task Description

		Task Number

		Task Description

		Responsible Parties

		Timeline



		

		

		

		







D. PROJECT BUDGET

Include a detailed budget for the requested funds using the budget table below. Please provide realistic budgets based on estimates provided by consultants or through research of the costs of similar projects. Provide a brief budget description and explain how the budget was created. 

Please budget for the creation of a final report and the development of a short case study at the conclusion of the project (as noted in C above). No match is required.

Table 2: Budget Estimates by Cost Category

		Cost Category

		MCP Grant ($)

		Additional Funds ($)

		Total Cost ($)



		Personnel

		

		

		



		Fringe Benefits

		

		

		



		Travel

		

		

		



		Equipment 

		

		

		



		Supplies

		

		

		



		Contractual

		

		

		



		Other (specify)

		

		

		



		Indirect

		

		

		



		Totals

		

		

		





Note: If indirect expenses are requested, please include an explanation of how your rate is calculated and applied in the application appendix.



APPENDIX

1. Resumes of key project and administrative staff, consultants, and partners

2. Letters of support from all project partners (if applicable)

3. Project Location Maps and Site Location Photos (if applicable)

		

		1
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