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State of Maine
Maine Coastal Program Habitat Restoration Planning Grant Application
The Maine Coastal Program invites you to submit a full proposal for the Habitat Restoration Planning Grant. The proposal should include detail regarding your proposed project for planning, designing, and/or engineering for habitat restoration, resiliency, or coastal acquisition for municipalities, unorganized townships, Tribal governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), or Regional Planning Organizations. Subawards will not fund construction, land acquisition, or site monitoring. In addition, nature-based infrastructure solutions will not be accepted in this funding offer.
Grant Proposal Examples
Please Note: This is NOT an exhaustive list. 
· Inventory of water crossing assets (including both tidal and non-tidal crossings). 
· Prioritization of potential tidal crossing projects using a variety of metrics like capacity, size, condition, risk, etc.  
· Preliminary or final design for an existing habitat restoration project.  This can include both structural and site design. However, nature-based solutions are not funded by this grant offer. 
· Inventory of wetlands associated with road crossings.  The priority is to inventory existing tidal wetlands and the potential for future wetland migration (or survival) in face of sea level rise 
· Identifying and developing land agreements. Funds are available to locate potential land parcels for easement and develop agreements with willing partners.
All questions regarding this application should be sent to the Maine Coastal Program at mainecoastalprogram@maine.gov. 
Application due by 5:00pm on March 6, 2026
Please use the following template for your application. Please keep the application to 10 pages or less, excluding appendices. 
A. APPLICANT DETAILS
Applicant Information
	Project Title:

	

	Grant Request Amount: 

	

	Total Project Cost:

	

	Applicant Name:

	

	Applicant Type (check multiple if applicable):
	☐ Municipality
☐ Unorganized Territory
☐ Tribal Government
	☐ NGO
☐Regional Planning Council

	Physical Address: Include Street, City, and Zip Code
	

	Contact Name:

	

	Contact Title:

	

	Phone:

	

	Email:

	



Project Consultant(s): If applicable, include details below. Copy this section for additional consultants.
	Consultant Name:

	

	Project Role:

	

	Physical Address: Include Street, City, State, and Zip Code
	

	Contact Name:

	

	Contact Title:

	

	Phone

	

	Email:

	



Project Partner(s): If applicable, include details below. Copy this section for additional partners.
	Partner Name:

	

	Project Role:

	

	Physical Address: Include Street, City, State, and Zip Code
	

	Contact Name:

	

	Contact Title:

	

	Phone

	

	Email:

	



B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
	Project Title:

	

	Project Location:

	

	Project Dates:

	


The State of Maine is not liable for any costs incurred by the Grantee or any Grantee subcontractor(s) prior to the contract effective date. All projects must be completed by 12/31/2027.
1. Project Need: Explain the need for the project and how it fits with municipal, tribal, and/or regional goals. Describe how the project helps coastal habitat restoration. Identify the type and range of public support for the proposed project. 
	



2. Project Description: Describe the proposed project. The description should identify how the grant funds will be used.
	


If it is a site driven application, please include a map clearly identifying the project area must be included as an appendix.
3. Project Goals, Outcomes, and Deliverables: 
a. Identify the goals, proposed outcomes, and deliverables from this project.
b. Include how the deliverables will be used, how the project will be implemented, and how the proposed project will benefit the community and/or region. 
c. Describe how the grant funds will help achieve coastal habitat restoration.
	



C. PROJECT TASKS AND SCHEDULE
Provide a schedule listing specific project tasks by number and in sequence, including what will be done, by whom, and when each task will be completed. Applicants must ensure that the project team has the capacity to complete the project. Please account for the time needed to develop a final report and a short case study at the conclusion of the project to share achievements and relevant lessons learned for other coastal municipalities. The project must be completed by December 31, 2027.

The review team recognizes that an application may be part of a larger project or a phase of a multi-year effort. In such instances, the application should provide a description of:
· The expected overall project result
· How the portion of the project funded by the Maine Coastal Program fits into the overall project
· What the Maine Coastal Program Habitat Restoration Planning Grant will specifically address
Table 1: Task Description
	Task Number
	Task Description
	Responsible Parties
	Timeline

	
	
	
	



D. PROJECT BUDGET
Include a detailed budget for the requested funds using the budget table below. Please provide realistic budgets based on estimates provided by consultants or through research of the costs of similar projects. Provide a brief budget description and explain how the budget was created. 
Please budget for the creation of a final report and the development of a short case study at the conclusion of the project (as noted in C above). No match is required.
Table 2: Budget Estimates by Cost Category
	Cost Category
	MCP Grant ($)
	Additional Funds ($)
	Total Cost ($)

	Personnel
	
	
	

	Fringe Benefits
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	

	Equipment 
	
	
	

	Supplies
	
	
	

	Contractual
	
	
	

	Other (specify)
	
	
	

	Indirect
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	


Note: If indirect expenses are requested, please include an explanation of how your rate is calculated and applied in the application appendix.

APPENDIX
1. Resumes of key project and administrative staff, consultants, and partners
2. Letters of support from all project partners (if applicable)
3. Project Location Maps and Site Location Photos (if applicable)
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