[image: image1.emf]
UNDERSTANDING THE DATA

Student Confidentiality

To protect student confidentiality, responses from fewer than 6 individuals will not be shown in any report.  Also, individual reports have not been generated for schools when fewer than 20 students participated in the MIYHS.  

Responses and Percent
“Responses” are the actual number of students that answered the specific question.  For state, public health district and county, “Percent” is the weighted percentage of students that answered in the specified way; for instance, 19.8% of surveyed  students said they had consumed alcohol at least once in the 30 days prior to taking the MIYHS. This percentage is an estimate of how all the eligible students in the survey response area (state, public health district or county) would respond if all of them answered the question. 
Lower Confidence Limit (LCL) and the Upper Confidence Limit (UCL).  For the areas that used weighting (state, public health district or county), the percentage is an estimate and subsequently there is some statistical error involved.  This is reflected in the Confidence Interval, which is bounded by the Lower Confidence Limit (LCL) and the Upper Confidence Limit (UCL).  If all the eligible students in the population answered the question, we are 95% confident that their response would lie between the LCL and the UCL.  
Comparing Local Data to Maine’s:  Is the Difference Statistically Significant?

If the confidence interval around your public health district or county’s response does not overlap the confidence interval around the State of Maine’s response, then the public health district or county response is considered to be significantly different from Maine’s.  

