
   
 

Supplemental Supporting Information for a Finding of Effect 
 
Project: Waldoboro 23462.00 
Scope: Bridge Rehabilitation 
Finding of Effect: No Adverse Effect 
 
Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the project is to maintain a critical rail route between Brunswick and 
Thomaston on the Central Maine and Quebec Railroad (Knox & Lincoln 
Railroad/Rockland Branch) which is controlled by the Maine Department of 
Transportation (MaineDOT). The line has three primary customers: Dragon Products, Bath 
Iron Works, and Dicalite Management Group. Use equates to approximately one 10-15 car 
train using the line in one direction, once a week. In 2018 the line was used as follows: 

• Dragon Products (Thomaston) 
o Shipped 54 loads to PanAm in Brunswick 
o Shuttled 1044 loads to Rockland (shipping) 

• Bath Iron Works (Bath) 
o Received 60 loads from PanAm in Brunswick  

• Dicalite Management Group (Thomaston) 
o Received 44 loads from PanAM in Brunswick 

 
The need is due to present scour conditions attributable to the movement of the granite 
blocks of the abutments. MaineDOT has observed scouring at the abutments. MaineDOT 
estimates the line would need to be closed within 5 years if corrective action were not taken 
at this bridge as well as bridge rehabilitation proposed in Rockland 22920.00.  
 
Proposed Action 
The proposed action for Rockland #65.19 Bridge #7659 is scour protection consisting of 
the placement of rip rap at east abutment.  
 
Federal Action   
Federal funding. 
 
Definition of Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
The proposed project is located in the Town of Waldoboro. Maps are attached below that 
shows the project APE. 
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Figure 1. Waldoboro 23462.00 Area of Potential Effect  
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Historic Properties 
The proposed project is in the Town of Waldoboro and the following descriptions are based 
on Maine Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC) survey forms.  
 
Waldoboro #65.19 Bridge #7659 (MaineDOT) 
Individual, National Register-Eligible, Criterion C 
Contributing Resource, National Register-Eligible Knox & Lincoln Railroad/Rockland 
Branch Historic District 
Waldoboro #65.19 Bridge #7659 is single span Pratt Truss crossing the Medomak River 
north of US Route 1. The bridge was constructed circa 1897. The MCRR likely 
constructed the line as part of its lease of the KLRR before the MCRR purchased the line 
in 1901. It is unclear what crossing was present before this. The bridge is eligible for its 
statewide significance in Engineering as one of the few remaining Pratt trusses in the 
MaineDOT system. Its period of significance is its assumed date of construction: 1897.  
 
Knox & Lincoln Railroad/Rockland Branch Historic District, (Maine Central Railroad) 
National Register-Eligible, Criteria A & C 
The Knox & Lincoln Railroad/Rockland Branch Historic District is eligible for its local 
significance for Industry, Entertainment/Culture, and Transportation. The railroad was 
used for passengers (including tourists heading towards their summer houses and resorts, 
particularly the Samoset) and freight.  Stops included most every large town and village on 
the coast between the termini. The route was critical to the success of the lime industry in 
the Rockland area after the demise of the shipping trade. The branch also served what is 
now the Dragon Cement Plant. At one point in the mid-20th century, the plant was the 
railroad’s largest (and potentially only) non-wood product related customer. The branch 
also connected to at least one other smaller line in Rockland which was specifically for 
bringing lime from inland quarries to the Rockland wharves and kilns. Rockland had at 
least 160 waterfront kilns, only one of which remains. The period of significance is 1871 
to 1958, which marks the close of the last lime kiln.  
 
Archeological Resources 
There are no archaeological resources in the project area.  
 
Impacts to Property 
The following addresses potential impacts to properties as a result of the proposed action.  
 
Waldoboro #65.19 Bridge #7659 (MaineDOT) 
Individual, National Register-Eligible, Criterion C 
Contributing Resource, National Register-Eligible Knox & Lincoln Railroad/Rockland 
Branch Historic District 
Scour protection measures do not represent changes to character defining features that 
would diminish any aspect of integrity. The MaineDOT is not proposing any alteration or 
change to the elements that comprise the Pratt truss; therefore, the MaineDOT has 
determined that there would be No Adverse Effect to this bridge as a result of this project.  
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Knox & Lincoln Railroad/Rockland Branch Historic District, (Maine Central Railroad) 
National Register-Eligible, Criteria A & C 
Scour protection measures to bridge #7659 do not represent changes to character defining 
features of the historic district that would diminish any aspect of integrity. Character 
defining features include: the rail, bridges, turn table, and depot. Therefore, the MaineDOT 
has determined there would be No Adverse Effect to this resource as a result of this project.   
 
Archeological Resources 
There are no archaeological resources in the project area.  
 
Avoidance and Minimization Efforts 
The MaineDOT has sought to avoid effects at this time by taking a minimally invasive 
approach to slow deterioration. 
 
Dismissed Alternatives   
No Build  The No Build alternative does not take any action and does not meet 

the purpose and need of the project because it would not address 
elements in poor condition and lead to closure. Therefore, it was 
removed from further consideration. 

 
 
Proposed Materials 
Rip Rap 
 
Project Description 
Preliminary Design Report, July 19, 2019 
 
Attachments 
Kirk Mohney, MHPC, to Julie Senk, MaineDOT, Concur, August 27, 2019 
Art Spiess, MHPC, to Julie Senk, MaineDOT, April 19, 2019 
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