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An Act Relating to Protective 
Services for Incapacitated Adults 
(S. P. 152) (L. D. 386) 

An Act to Coordinate and 
Effectively Utilize Res 0 u r c e s 
Available to Maine's Elderly (H. 
P. 1228) (L. D. 1618) 

An Act Creating the Office of 
State Fire Marshal m. P. 1483·) 
(L. D. 1910) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

Mr. Gahagan of Caribou was 
gr anted unanimous consent to 
address the House. 

Mr. GAHAGAN: Mr. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: Just being distributed now 
is an order which I was considering 
putting in relating to the Social 
S e r vic e s Program which we 
enacted. I realize what is happen­
ing to the joint orders. They are 
all being defeated, so I would just 
like to call your attention to the 
serious problems t hat the 
bureaucracy is following up on the 
emergency measure which was 
passed last March by us, the clear 
intent of which was to have these 
social services set up by July 1. 

As of last Friday, only one 
application for continued funding 
was in the hands of Mr. Wyllie, 
head of the Resource Development 
Office set up to handle these pro­
grams. There are in the range of 40 
programs eligible to apply, but in 
the absence of departmental guide­
lines, there was no way for these 
agencies to apply for the $3.5 mil­
lion that was made available by 
this legislature. 

Furthermore, the distribution of 
these social services is a matter 
of historical accident. Distribution 
is not coordinated according to 
need but rather according to the 
areas with the most imaginative 
agencies. 

In the Homemaker Program, for 
example, in areas where the pro­
gram is not offered, the only 
alternative for potential bene­
factors is to either die or go into 
nursing homes. 

The intent of this order, and I 
hope it will be adopted by leader­
ship as an assignment to the joint 
standing committees, is to examine 
the pattern of social services 
distribution in Maine and t 0 
explore ways in which these pro­
grams could be distributed more 
equitably across the state. 

Supplement No. 9 was taken up 
out of order by unanimous consent. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act Ref 0 r min g the 

Administration of the Property Tax 
and Replacing the Tax on Inven­
tories with an Increased Corporate 
Income Tax m. P. 1384) (L. D. 
1862) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Hangar, Mr. Kelleher. 

Mr. KELLEHER: Mr. 'Speaker 
'<Ind Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I wish someone on the 
'I1ax,aHon Committee would just 
explain what all these amend­
ments are 'and what they do. I 
don't mind vuting for the bill, but 
I wou~d li~e to know what I ·am 
voting for. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
fvom Biangor, Mr. Kelleher, poses 
a question through the Chair to 
an:l"one who may answer if he Dr 
6'he wishes. 

The Cha'ir recognizes the gentle­
man fro m F'armington, Mr. 
MDrton. 

Mr. MOR'I10N: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies 'and Gentlemen of the 
House: I will dD my best. The bill, 
the originaI bill undel' 1862 is an 
act reforming the administration 
of property tax land repl.acing the 
tax on inventDries with ,an in­
creased corpomte ·inc'Ome 'tax. That 
is still being done but it is being 
done in la little bit different way 
than was 'Originally contel.lp~ated. 

What ,tJhh bill does, in sum ma·ry , 
wha1t these 'amendments do is 
eliminate the municipally collected 
inventory tax ·as we now know it. 
This bill wil'l. impose ,an additional 
one percent corporate tax on all 
corporate irrcom'e {vom zero up. 
It will 'als'o initia'tea st'ate inven­
tory tax at the stJa'te mill vate for 
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three years, and at the end 'Of this 
three ye·a·rs, the state inventory 
t'ax will be t·erminated. The state 
~nventory tax will be 'administered 
'and collected by the t'Owns on the 
basis of the 1973 'c'Ommitment. 

That b: the very basics 'Of the 
thing. If you want more detaH, 
Mr. Speaker, I will cease ,and 
desist 'and let somebody ,answer 
some other questions. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Erath, Mr. Ross. 

Mr. ROSS: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies 'and Gentlemen ofbhe 
House: I have 'another question 
~or the gentleman ffom Farming­
ton, Mr. Morton. Are the tOWins 
a,otwalily going t'O be relieved from 
this and the state bake over the 
burden or are the toWni3 still going 
to have to lals·sume some of the 
burden? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
£.rom Erath, Mir. R'Oss, poses a 
question through the Chair to any­
one who m'ay 'answer if he 'Oir she 
wishes. 

The Ohair recognizes the ·gentle­
man from F,a'rmingt'on, Mr. Mor­
ton. 

Mr. MORTON: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies ,a,nd Gentlemen of tihe 
HOUlse: The torwns wdcH be reimc· 
bUl'Sied the full 'amount of the 1973 
commitment fDr item :For :item ,as 
long as the s,vate ,c'Ontinues tD fund 
it. The funding Is set up for three 
y'e'ars. At the end of three ye'ars, 
there will be 'a 'shDrtage of 'ap­
prDximat'ely - it's estimated an~­
whe·re from six ,to eight milliDn 
dollars. This will ha've tD be made 
up by the state. 

Th'e SPEAKER: The Ohair 
recognizes the gentiem'an from 
F'airfield, Mr. lJawry. 

Mr. LAWRY: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladiel3 lalnd Gentlemen of the 
House: Made up by the st.ate, does 
the 'Daxa'tion Oommi!ttee have .any 
ide'a fr·om what s'ource? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from F'a,irfield, Mr. Lawry, poses 
'a, qwesUon through the Chair to 
anyone who may a'nswer if he or 
she wishes. 

The Cha'ir recognizes the g'entle­
man from E'agle liake, Mr. M'arUn. 

Mr. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker and 
liadies and Gentlemen of the 
Hous'e: Bla1sically, the legislature 

in thiree years could decide t'O go 
ha'ck to what we 'are pr~sently do­
ing 'Or the legislatuTecou[dch'ODse 
to fund it from a s'Ource that it 
wanted ,1;0. That 'me'ans that it 
c'Ould 'ch'Oose 'any source that it 
p'a~-ticu1a'l'\ly wanted to go int'O. I 
suspect, and I have n'O way of 
kinowrng what the ieglis,l'ature at 
that time is go~ng to d'O, it will 
depend on the memberS'hip ·of those 
members that 'are here when th1at 
'Occurs. I do think, however, that 
it doe.> 'S'et up 'a period 'Of time, 'a 
thn~e yea'r perrod, when everyone 
has an 'Opportunity to take 'a lo'Ok 
at 'existing ·tax SOll'rees to see what 
the returns 'are ,a'nd what the re­
sults a're going t'O be. ks you know, 
we 'are dorng 'a number of t'hings 
during this session that deal with 
property tax 'reform, equaliva,t;1on 
of educ,ation - bill that wa,s spon­
sored by the Educ!ation Commit­
tee, the bill that wa's introduc'ed 
by the gentleman from Skowhegan, 
Mr. Dam, which transfers the eost 
of purehase 'Of equipment from the 
sales t'ax to the .eorporate inCDme 
tax. I think that we IM·e jus't g'Oing 
t'O ha've tD bake 'a wait ,and s'ee 
attitude ·to 'see how the funds ·are 
going t'O be c'Oming in. 

One 'Of the things that we have 
and we 'a're talking about, the 
revenue,s, either coming in 'Or go­
ing out, is that our es,timates seem 
DO v'ary ,a great deaL Mr. Speaker, 
I think it ilS' time perhaps when 
we ought t'O pass .a noise Law in 
Maine, even though we faHed to 
do so i,n the past with trucks. 

I do seriousIy feel that weare 
trying to set up a more fair sys­
tem of how t>al(!ation ought to be 
ba,s'ed ·around the ,stat'e, not 'only 
for indiviuals 'Of propeTty but as 
well for the industries, 'so that 
we don't literally price them out 
from coming i,ntD ,the state. I think 
it is imp'Ortant that we give them 
at leas,t a "good £a,ith" effort that 
this is our intention, and I thi,nk 
this is what we la'Te doing with the 
passage 'Of this bill. this 'aftern'Oon. 

The SPEAKER: The ChaiT 
reeognizes the g'enltlem'an fI'om 
Oakland, Mr. Brawn. 

Mr. BRAWN: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen 'Of the 
HDuse: D'O I understand this cor­
re,etly, that the state is 'Only going 
t'O fund this f'Or three year:s? Then 
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is this going to be lcicked hack 
Ollito ,these little towns and they get 
stuck 'the full amount 'Of this? 

The SPEAKER: The OhaiT Tec­
ognizes the g'entleman from E'agle 
Lake, MT. Martin. 

Mr. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies ,and Gentlemen 'Of the 
House: The gentleman is 'correct 
in assuming that it is funded for 
three yeaTS. At ,that time, 'as I 
indicated when I spoke 'and per­
haps I didn't make mys,elf ,cIear, 
the legislature would then decide 
whether or not tJhe towns ought to 
assume it. I am assuming that the 
legislature would not choose to do 
that. If it is inequitable today, it 
will be inequitable in thiree years. 

What we are doing is s'aying to 
~he legis,lature, to this 'One and the 
next one that will be ,coming in, 
we 'a're giV'ing <them 'a period of 
time that they can take 'a look at 
the situation to see what the fund­
ing procedures ail'"e. 

The g'entleman mighit be inter­
ested art some point tD take 'a look 
alt a Tep'Ort ,that was put 'Out by 
the Federal Reserve Bank 'Of Bos­
ton a few years 'ago in which it 
pointed out that the state 'Of Maine 
had the worst system in tel1ms 'Of 
taxation for new industry rbhat 
wanted to CDme into the state, that 
we were Teally forcing industries 
to ,gD into other ,states l1ather than 
come 'into Maine. I think if we are 
serious ,about alliowirng industries 
and wanting indus'tries to 'come in­
t'O this state, we have ,to sort of 
help them so that the tax that 
they pay is based IOn their ability 
to 'pay and 'on the pl'OfiJts that they 
make rartheT than simply balsed IOn 
the fact that once, they ail'"e here 
you 'are going to tax it ,as far as 
you can get, and when they ,come 
into your 'clOmmunity you ,are go­
ing to take every dime out IQf their 
hide rthat Y'OU PlOssibly 'c'an ,and 
when 'they Ie,ave, only the commu­
nity suffers. 

I just point out what has hap­
pened in areas such as North 
Berwick 'and Eas,tonand ,a couple 
IQfothers where industries have 
been and ha Vle gone and the tre­
mendous eUect that it has' had IOn 
~he1r local sYSlt'ems, both in terms 
of government 'and in terms of 
services that 'can be 'Provided by 
individuals. 

'I1he SBEAKER: The Chair rae­
ogniz'es the gentleman from Oak­
land, Mr. Brawn. 

Mr. BRAWN: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies 'and Gentlemen of the 
House: If the legislature sees fit 
to do nothing after these three 
years al'e up, let me ask him 
again, who is g'Oing to get stuck 
with it? 

The SPEAKER: The Ch,air rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Eagle 
Lake, Mr. MaI'ltin. 

Mr. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and GenrtIemen of the 
House: The answer is V'ery simrply, 
the municj,palities wDuld be stuck 
just like ,they a!l'e now. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Hamp­
den, Mr. FaTnham. 

Mr. FARNHAM: Mr. Speaker, 
what is the motion hefore the 
House? 

The SPEAKER: Passage to be 
enacted of L. D. 1862. 

Mr. FkRNHAM: Mr. Speaker, I 
s'o move. 

Thereupon, Mr. Perkins 'Of South 
P'Ortland requested ,a vote. 

The SPEAKER: The pending 
question is pas'sarge to be enacted. 
All in fav'Or of that motion will 
vote yes; those oppos'ed will v'Ote 
no. 

A vote 'Of the House was taken. 
10.2 having voted in tlhe >affirma­

tive and 10 having voted in the 
negativ'e,the motion did prevail. 

On motion 'Of Mr. Simpson of 
Srt'andish, the House voted to take 
from the tabled the first tabled 
and una,ssigned matter: 

Resolution PrlOPosing an Amend­
ment to the Constituti'On Rerrative 
1;0 Aprportionment 'Of the Hous'e of 
R,epresentatives" (H. P. 606) (L. 
D.804) 

Tabled - June 12, by Mr. Simp­
son of Standish. 

Pending - Passage to be en­
grossed. 

On motion of IMr. Slimpson of 
Standish, the Resolution was' in­
definitely pDstponed and s'ent up 
f'Or concurrence. 

By una[l~mous 'cons,enrt, 
All mattel1s ,a'oted upon in con­

currence and all matters requir­
ling Senate Concurrence were or­
dered sent forthwith to the Senate. 


