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Bill "An Act relating to Issuance 
of Bonds of and Termination of 
Maine Turnpike Authority." (S. P. 
56) (L. D. 106) 

Tabled - February 'Xl, by Mr. 
Turner of Auburn. 

Pending - Acceptance in concur­
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Auburn, 
Mr. Turner. 

Mr. TURNER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Under Sec­
tion 1, Private and Special Laws, 
1941, Section 6 of Chapter 69 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1941, 
is amended by inserting after the 
first sentence a new sentence to 
read as follows: No bonds shall be 
issued on or after the effective 
date of this act for the purpose of 
constructing any unit or extension 
of the Turnpike not already con­
structed on said date. Then termi­
nation of the Authority. When a II 
bonds and the interest thereon shall 
have been paid or a sufficient 
amount for payment of all bonds 
and the interest to maturity there­
on shall have been set aside in 
trust for the benefit of the bond­
holders and shall continue to be 
held for that purpose, the Authority 
shall become dissolved and the 
Turnpike, its connecting tunnels and 
bridges, overpasses and under­
passes, leases, rights, easements, 
franchises, lands and properties 
shall become the property of the 
State of Maine and all revenue 
therefrom become payable to the 
Treasurer of the State of Maine 
as a part of the highway funds of 
the State of Maine and the Turn­
pike, its connecting tunnels, bridges, 
overpasses and underpasses, shall 
thereafter be maintained and oper­
ated free of tolls by the State High­
way Commission, and all funds of 
the Authority not required for the 
payment of the bonds and all ma­
chinery, equipment and other prop­
erty belonging to the Authority ap­
pertaining to the maintenance and 
operation of the Turnpike shall be 
vested in the State Highway Com­
mission. 

Now if Ithis bill 106 is passed, iJt 
will not affec·t the bonds of the 
Maine Turnpike Authority. The 
Maine Turnpike Authority will con­
tinue to collect toll revenues for 

the purpose of maintaining, operat­
ing and paying off the bonds of the 
Authority until such time as the 
bonds are entirely paid, which is 
estimated to be in the 1980's. Pas­
sage of L. D. 106 will not affect 
this procedure in any way, and I 
move this bill be passed. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Auburn, Mr. Turner, moves 
the acceptance of the "Ought to 
pass" Report. I,s that the pleasure 
of the House? 

The ChaM- recognizes the gentle­
man from Kittery, Mr. Denonett. 

Mr. DENNETT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This morn­
ing I ,tell you I am very deeply 
interested in ,thishiill, and I will 
give you my ·assurance .there is 
nothing personal. J,t has been more 
or less infel'Ted tills morning that I 
migiht ha¥e a personal interest in 
some of these bills. I lassure you 
such is not the case. I hold no bonds 
of the Maine Turnpike. Personally 
I shouldn't care whether or not 
they lived or died. But I was quite 
interested in ,the reading of the bill 
by ,the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
Turner, because I hold in my hand 
Legislative Document number 575 of 
the 99th Legislature which was in­
troduced by the ,gentleman from 
Auburn, Mr. Turner, and it reads 
word for word. ~t that ,time it went 
to the same Commirtrtee and this 
committee reported unanimously 
ly "OUght not to pass." I am won­
dering what has caused the change 
of heart, because I 'realize the bill 
is the same and Ithe arguments both 
for and against have not differed in 
the least. 

I will endeavor ,to be brief be­
cause I do not want to take your 
time this morning and that was 
the reason why I did not rise on 
the item .thalt has already been 
before you. There is another day 
coming. 

Tills bill relative to the Turnpike 
can be opposed on two points, eitheT 
of which is perfectly valid to send 
,this where it belongs-Qown the 
drain. But first let me say, to bring 
out a point, that you are C'{)llvened 
here ,today a'S a Leg,islature . You 
a,re faced with ,terrific problems. 
How many of these problems are 
of your own making? Very very 
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few. These problems have bee n 
passed onto you by previous Leg­
islatures. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of t his 
Legislature, would you sit here to­
day and pass on a problem such 
as this to a legislature 20 years 
hence? Would you say that 20 years 
from now that this legislature must 
do this; tlhis legislature must do 
that? We do not know. We have 
oot the slightest idea of the prob­
lems which might face the Maine 
LegislatUTe 20 years hence, ,a n d 
here in this bill, we are telling 
them what to do. That is enough 
to defeat an~thing. I don't know 
how anybody could be so presump­
tious as to say that a Legi.slature 
at ,a minimum of 20 years hence 
based on the I'estrosped on what 
the Maine Turnpike has already 
done in collections for ,the past 15 
years. These bonds would not be 
paid off until the y'ea'r 2107. They 
have only accumula,ted $500,000 each 
year in the last 15 years. Now of 
course they all say that traffic on 
the Turnpike is going to increase, 
perhaps it will, but I am neither 
a prophet nor ,a seer. I possess no 
crystal ball, and I can't tell you 
what is going to happen 150 years 
from now, and I certainly can't tell 
you what is going ,to happen 20 
years from now. 

Now the second point, and some 
of it was brought 'Out yesterday, is 
the constant hara,ssment of the 
Maine Turnpike Authority. Why are 
they so anxious eto get a bill ,through 
like this? The arguments were the 
same four years ago, that if we 
don't get this through we won't 
get any federal monies. We can't 
do this and we can't do that. 'l1hey 
made ,their improvements; they en­
tered into the Turnpike; they got 
their fedeml monies and they will 
again. I contend that this has, 
despite Il!ll ,this talking from high 
places in this state that you can't 
do this and you can't do that. The 
evidence is before you. They did it 
before, and ,they can do it again. 
There are seventy-eight million dol­
lars in tumpike bonds outstanding. 
The Turnpike ~n 15 years has 
bought in and has now on hand 
slightly over seven million dollars 
eventually to payoff the bonds. 

Now ,the whole idea is we hear 
about this ,turnout and that turn­
out. This is going to kill off the 
Turnpike in I'evenue. How are they 
going to pay these bonds off? Wheth­
er this stuff is contemplated and 
,they say we are going to do this 
and weare going to do thart, these 
bonds I doubt W1ill even be paid in 
the year 2107. They may never be 
paid. It may become the duty of 
,the state of Maine tOo pick up seven­
,ty-one milHon dollars. What aTe we 
wishing on future generations with 
a bill like ,this? It is deplorable: 
it is unthinkable that a bill like 
this should even be in the Legisla­
ture. 

Now this Route 95 is a com­
mendable project, but instead of 
fooling around with these roads that 
we already have ~nd putting in 
duplications, ,they know what they 
can do. North of Bangor ,there is 
plenty ,to do. That is Wihere roads 
are needed. We have roads in the 
southern pa!1t of the State; they 
are not the best roads in the world, 
but they serve ,the ,traveling public. 
And the nO!1thern part of the State 
is nothing. 1t ha:s been sugge,ste~ 
that Route 95 be pushed ,toward 
Houlton where it belongs, but no, for 
some reason ,they want to f 0 0 I 
around with existing roads and so 
forth. Ladies and gellltiemen, I am 
not going ,to impose myself upon 
you any longer. I hope that you 
see what lies before you, that you 
see that it could be disastrous ulti­
mately to the Sta,te of Maine; and 
I now move ,the indefinite postpone­
mentof this bill, and when the vote 
is taken I ask fora division. 

The SPEAKER: 'l1he question be­
fore the House now is tha,t this 
Report and Bill be indefini,tely post­
poned. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from York, Mr. Rust. 

Mr. RUST: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I rise 
in .opposition to the motion of my 
~ fri~n~ Mr. Dennett of Kittery 
to mdeflmtely postpone this bill. 
and in favor of the motion of th~ 
gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Tur­
ner, for passage of this bill. 

Mr. Dennett has indicated ,to you 
that he sees no need for this ~e 
of legislation. I must take a differ-
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ent opinion on that pax,ucularr point. 
Just a few moments ago, yuu 
agreed ,to build a high-level bridge 
aCTOSS the river between Maine and 
New Hampshire. The cost figures 
for that particular bridge a,I'e based 
on so-called 90-10 financing. In that 
project there is $975,000 or dose to 
a million which is diTectiy attributa­
ble to 90-10 on this bill. If the bonds 
of ,the Maine Turnpike a·re oot lim­
ited so 1Jhat once theya1re paid off 
that road becomes a free highway, 
the State of Maine will have to pay 
an additional million dollars for this 
highway bridge, and I don't think 
tha,t is what you intend to do be­
cause it would bea lot better to 
pay our ten peI'cent of the $975,000 
than pay the whole $975,000. 

Now whalt is rflhis dnterstate sys­
tern? The interstate system is a 
federal highway pro}ecl based on 
national defense. At the presellit 
time there are 1661 miles alioc,ated 
of which in 1962, 693 miles were 
constructed. Maine's share of the 
Interstate 95 project is 312 miles. 
The Sta,te of Maine ha's built 117 
miles out of the 312 it has to build, 
and this 117 ~ncludesthe Maine 
Turnpike from K>ibtery to the Fal­
mouth exit. 

Now Mr. Dennett has indicated 
that in the 99th Legislature there 
was a bill in here to do this same 
thing, and the Highway Committee 
reported it out "Ought not to pass." 
Well, I am sure that at that time 
of construction of Interstate 95, 
that bill was not necessary. But at 
the present time, there are 14 in­
terstate highway projects scheduled 
between now and 1972. This is not 
the start of construction; this is 
what will be completed between now 
and 1972. All of those projects re­
quire connections with the Maine 
Turnpike, and these connections in­
volve 7.4 million dollars of construc­
tion costs. 

Now if this bill is passed so that 
the Turnpike will become a free 
road when the bonds are paid off, 
the State's share of that 7.4 million 
will be $740,000 and not $7,400,000. 
This bill is necessary to take care 
of this money in connection with 
Interstate 95 which the State is 
obligated to complete between now 
and 1972. I am sure that that is 
the reason that the Highway Com-

mittee has seen fit to change its 
opillion. These projects requiring 
construction in connection with the 
Maine Turnpike are fast approach­
ing. One of them is in connection 
with this high-level bridge. That is 
the reason for this bill today. 

Now another thing I would like to 
point out to you gentlemen is that 
there might be some thought of 
keeping tolls on the Maine Turnpike 
even after the bonds are paid off 
for the production of revenue. Now 
this, I think most of you w i I I 
agree if you think about it a while, 
that as far as revenues such as 
these, toll fees, they come off and 
they stay off once the facilities are 
paid for. In fact, in many cases 
the tolls have been removed by the 
state paying the revenue bonds be­
fore the facilities have been fully 
paid for. I know of no instance 
where the toll fees have remained 
en a facility after it has been paid. 

Now even if the toll fees were 
to be maintained on the M a i n e 
Turnpike after it is paid for, I feel 
it would produce little or insignifi­
cant revenue for the simple reason 
that Interstate 95 would go from 
Kittery to Falmouth to Brunswick 
to Gardiner to Augusta. And the 
Maine Turnpike would then be from 
Falmouth to Augusta. Now if you 
were to go over the Turnpike or 
Interstate 95 from Kittery to Fal­
mouth to Brunswick to Gardiner to 
Augusta, or stay on the Maine 
Turnpike, there is a difference of 
10 miles in the routes. The Maine 
Turnpike is ten miles longer than 
going on Interstate 95, and I am 
sure that anybody that could take 
a route equivalent or in fact better 
than the Maine Turnpike and save 
ten miles and save toll fees, would 
certainly do so. 

The next point is that, take a 
person going from Portland to Lew­
iston or to Augusta, he would be 
much better off to go up the Inter­
state 95, a free route, rather than 
go over the Turnpike because it is 
shorter, faster and no cost. 

So, therefore, I don't see why 
there would be any reason to main­
tain tolls on the turnpike once it 
was paid off. 

Therefore, I hope you ladies and 
gentlemen of the House will keep 
this important fact in mind, that 
this bill is necessary today in con-
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nection with interstate projects that 
are about to be built and construct­
ed in order to get our 90-10 federal 
financing. Thank you. 

. The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nIzes the gentleman from Lewiston 
Mr. Jalbert. ' 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker I 
would like to second the remark; of 
the last speaker and the first speak­
er, the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
Turner. Very rarely in the many, 
many years that Mr. Dennett and 
I have served have we opposed one 
another, and this morning I am 
rather surprised at some of the 
comments he made. I doubt if he 
is losing his touch. However he 
mentioned that two sessions' ago 
in 1959, that is, this measure was 
presented and had a committee re­
port straight "Ought not to pass." 
It just occurs to me that L. D. 
110 entitled "An Act relating to 
Rules and Regulations in Fishing" 
was presented two, four, six years 
ago, and came out of Committee 
with a straight "Ought not to pass" 
Report, and the measure now if 
my . information is correct,' is 
nestlmg on the Governor's des k 
waiting for his signature. Maybe 
somewhat ruefully, but facts are 
facts. There are those that have 
chided some of us for it, particular­
ly me, but I can well remember 
that on six different occasions I 
presented a bill that would change 
the election law from September to 
November. If my memory serves 
me correctly, that is now a law. I 
can also remember that on three 
different occasions a bill was pre­
sented and came out of committee 
wih a straight "Ought not to pass" 
Report that would give us a four­
year term for Governor. There are 
some who might raise an eyebrow 
?n this, but facts being facts, that 
IS now a law. So certainly that 
argument is not valid. 

It is certainly my understanding 
that over the years that roads and 
maintenance and construction was 
usually paid through the medium 
of gasoline tax and issuance of 
bonds that would be paid for that 
purpose. Certainly it was my un­
derstanding that the present sys­
tem would eliminate itself when the 
time would be up. I certainly hope 
that the motion of the gentleman 

from Kittery, Mr. Dennett does not 
prevail. ' 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr . 
Drake. 

Mr. DRAKE: Mr. Speaker and 
~embers of the House: I would just 
like to record with you ladies and 
gentlemen of the House, that I think 
it is rather presumptuous of us to 
try to solve the problems of the 
Legi.slature of the 1980's. I am quite 
~onfldent t.hat we will have people 
m the LegIslature at that time who 
are almost as able as some of the 
people in this present Legislature. 

We have a chance to receive 
$3,000,000 in order to take care of 
interchanges for the turnpike, or 
rather Interstate 95. I would like 
to remind the gentleman from Kit­
tery, Mr. Dennett, who refers to 
the constant harassment of the 
Maine Turnpike Authority that one 
of the prime requirements of each 
of these bills which we have dis­
cu~sed in the last two days, re­
oUlres the approval of the Maine 
Turnpike Authority before we can 
go anywhere with them. I think it 
would be very unfortunate if we 
continue the tolls indefinitely on the 
Maine Turnpike. One member of the 
Turnpike Authority said that he 
travelled from Maine to Florida and 
that he went over many many toll 
highways. That may be' very true, 
but I do not think it is sound busi­
ness to have a toll highway at the 
entrance to the state which is on 
the end of the line. We are trying 
to ~ttra~t vacationists and it puts 
us m kmd of an odd position if 
we make people pay indefinitely for 
the privilege of entering Maine. 

I think this all can be summed 
up very nicely by quoting from a 
column by Leonard Cohen in the 
Portland Sunday Telegram of Jan­
uary 27, which says: "To many the 
choice seems to be between a $3-
000,000 bird in the hand and 0'0 
bird in the bush." Thank you very 
much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Freeport, 
Mr. Crockett. 

Mr. CROCKETT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: The gentle­
man from Kittery, Mr. Dennett a 
few minutes ago said he didn't k~ow 
whether the toll would ever be taken 
off of the turnpike. In the past the 
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Legislature has always removed 
tolls from toll facilities controlled 
by the State when the bonds were 
paid or before they were paid. For 
instance the Deer-Isle-S e d g w i c k 
Bridge, we took that toll off last 
session. We cut the tolls in half on 
the Jonesport-Beals Island Bridge 
within eight months from the time 
the bridge was opened for traffic, 
despite the fact that the original 
toll schedule would not pay the 
bonds. The bridge at Westport Is­
land, the State contributed $185,000 
to assist in paying the bonds and 
took the tolls off the bridge. If this 
L. D. is not passed, this Legisla­
ture must find $975,000 in addition 
to the amount contained in the 
Governor's Budget for highway con­
struction to con s t r u c t the ap­
proaches to the Maine Turnpike at 
Kittery. I hope the motion to in­
definitely postpone does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Biddeford, 
Mr. Nadeau. 

Mr. NADEAU: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise in 
opposition to the motion of the 
gentleman from Kittery, Mr. Den­
nett. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Cape Eliz­
abeth, Mr. Berry. 

Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I think that 
the arguments which ha¥e bee n 
given by the opponents of the mo­
tion made by the gentleman from 
Kittery, Mr. Dennett, may be 
summed up in one word. To. my 
mind it is the k!ey we have this 
mornmg, and the word is "expedi­
ency." Now I can't imagine us de­
ciding this questio.n on that f act 
a10ne and I don',t think we should 
consider it is expedient to say 
to save $3,000,000 in hand and say 
we have acted for the best inter­
ests of the state. Project yourself 
into the futuTe ,and say it was the 
session ,the tolls were taken off, or 
before, ,and imagine how you wo.uld 
feel about the 101st Legislature. 
These approaches can be financed 
without ,selling our so.uls. The State 
Highway system has two good 
sources of 'revenues in dedicated 
revenues and I would be the first 
one to. maintain ,that the chasUty of 
the s e revenues should be main-

tained. If the State suffers because 
certain general requirements c a 11-
110t be met because of the turn­
pike, who should pay the bill? Cer­
tainly not the State of Maine, but 
the turnpike should pay the bill. If 
this is not deemed the right way, 
then we have the revenues from 
the gas tax. These two methods are 
available to us and will not prevent 
the fi:nancing and construc,tion of 
anything to do with this bridge if 
we reject this measure. 

When I was a boy, I recall a 
Hutle story about an improved way 
to catch rabbits. The implements 
consist of a stick and a carrot. 
You stand by the rabbit hole and 
hold the stick in one hand and the 
carrot in the other. When the rab­
bit sticks his head out you hit him 
with the stick. I don't believe we 
want to grab for the carrot today 
bec,ause we might be very, very 
sorry. Now we are talking in terms 
of revenue of o.ver $5,000,000. We 
don't know what the vehicular traf­
fic in Maine will be fif.teen or twen­
ty years from now. We are de­
ciding what will happen to $10,000,-
000 a year. What would we do with 
tolls at that time? The very simple 
answer is we could well use them, 
and well use them for one thing, 
to maintain the 107 miles of the 
turnpike which at ,that time that 
Legislature will have to provide for. 

I WQuid like to. read from a little 
editodal in a leading new,spaper of 
this morning: "None of the bills 
IlJOW before the 101st Legis'la1ture [s 
more significant, in terms of mon­
ey, o.r of state policy, or Qf high 
principle, than L. D. 106, which is 
entitled "An AClt relating to Issu­
ance of Bonds of and Termination 
of Maine Turnpike Authority." They 
go on to cUe figures which I shall 
omit, but then they s,ay: "It is 
~air to. guess that the net 'profit' 
will be $4,000,000 annually o.r a little 
higheT." They CQuld ,take in far 
more than we are talking about 
at this time. I feel that the mo­
tion of the gentleman from Kittery, 
Mr. Dennett, should prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman frQm Lewiston, 
Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker, in 
commenting, the gentleman from 
Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Berry, said we 
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have two avenues of revenue, and 
he mentions the gas tax. I might 
remind the assembly that we pay 
the second highest gas tax in the 
country. I would like us to be known 
as members of the 101slt that went 
away from the permanent toll tax. 
I would like to also comment fur­
ther, having the same paper in 
hand, ,thai the article he read had 
other thing.s in it which I won't 
read, and Ithen he went into the 
effec1ts. What he didn"t read are 
the alrguments for the passage of 
this measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Ellsworth, 
Mir. Anderson. 

Mr. ANDERSON: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I con­
cur with the gentleman from Ktt­
tery, Mr. Dennett, that this bill 
should be indiefinttely postponed. We 
have and still are too ready to 
impose a burden on po,sterity. I 
hope this motion to indefinitely post­
pone will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Ban­
gor, Mr. Wellman. 

Mr. WELLMAN: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I have 
listened to this debate C'a1refully, 
and as I have sat here I have 
tried to projec1t myself twenty 
years, and the thought occurred to 
me that the gentleman from Lew­
iston, Mr. Jalbert, who I know 
will be sitting in that same seat 
in ,twenty or twenty-five years, I 
wonder if this bill is defeated to­
day, I wonder if that gentleman 
will not be here leading a fight 
to remove those tolls. I request a 
division. 

The SPEAKER: A division has 
been requested. 

The Chair 'recognizes the gentle­
man from Auburn, Mr. Turner. 

Mr. TURNER: Mr. Speaker, I 
was the last one on the Commit­
tee to really agree to this bill, 
but I summed it up this way: With 
the interest the Federal Govern­
ment has got in this highway and 
the amount of money we are send­
ing to ,the Government every month 
from ,the gas tax and what-not, I 
came to the conclusion that even­
tually after the bonds were paid 
off, even.tually the Federal Govern­
ment would take hold and would 

have to mainiain these roads 
thToughout the country. It has been 
e~timated at $2,000,000 a yt'ar when 
the road is completed and the bonds 
are paid off and I can't help feel­
ing but what the Federal Govern­
ment will be in to help us on tha,t. 
That is the reason I changed my 
mind and voted for this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gel1Jtleman from York, 
Mr. Rust. 

Mr. RUST: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to reiterate three points in re­
gard to this bill. Weare talking 
about 7.4 million state revenue or 
federal money and not $3 million. 
To the gentlemen in ,the House from 
the counties of York and Cumber­
land ,and Androscoggin - I mean 
Kennebec, I'm sorry, I would like 
to point out that there are four 
projects involving Interstate 95 con­
nections in those counties. If the 
bill does not pass, the state will 
have to spend its money and 
not the federal money to build those. 

Now rtherest of you gentlemen 
here who are from up-state, I wil' 
say ,no you that the sooner thost' 
fast connecting links are built the 
sooner and the faslter and the ml)re 
traffic you are going to get in the 
northern part of the State. Thank 
you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec 
ognizes the gentleman from Kitterv 
Mr. Dennett. 

Mr. DENNETT: Mr. Speaker, just 
one brief moment. I will not be 
labor ,the issue, but I would like 
to take issue with several points. 

Four years ago the same argu 
rnents were presented that we 
would lose this federal money on 
these interchanges moving the toll 
houses in Augusta and lin Falmouth. 
We did not lose the froeral mon 
ey. I would take is'sue with the 
gentleman from Freeport, Mr. 
Orockett. I think he bears out the 
point that I am trying to put ov 
er. He mel1tionsthe Jonesport 
Brtdge. They cut ,the tolls in half. 
Yes they did. The tolls were bring­
ing in no where near enough 1;() 

pay for the bonds, so the State is 
assuming payment of the bonds. 
It is just what I am trying to pre­
vent is the ultima,te assumption by 
the State of $78,000,000 in bonds. 
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The SPEAKER: Is the H 0 use 
ready for the question? The ques­
tion before the House is the motion 
of the gentleman from Kittery, Mr. 
Dennett, that Bill "An Act relat­
ing to Issuance of Bonds of and 
Termina,tion of Maine Turnpike 
Authority" Senate Paper 56, Leg­
islative Document 106 and the ac­
companying Report be indefinitely 
postponed. A divison has been re­
quested. All those in favor of indef­
inite postponement will please rise 
and remain standing until the mon­
itors have made and returned the 
count. 

A division of the HQuse was had. 
Forty-three having voted in the 

afHrmative and eighty-nine having 
voted in the negative, the motion 
did not prevail. 

Thereupon, the "Oughlt to pass" 
Committee Report was accepted in 
concurrence, the Bill read twice 
and tomorrow assigned. 

The Chair laid before the House 
the seventh tabled and today as­
signed matter: 

AN ACT to Reconstitute School 
Administrative District No.2. (H. 
P. 94) (L. D. 138) 

Tabled-February 27, by Mr. 
Easton of Winterport. 

Pending-Pass.age to be Enaded. 
On motion of Mr. Easton of Win­

terpor.t, retabled pending passage 
to be enacted and specially assigned 
for Thursday, MaTCh 14. 

The Chair laid before the HousE' 
,the eighth tabled and today assigned 
matter: 

HOUSE REPORT-Ought not to 
pass-Committee on Highways on 
Bill "An Act Extending the Pow­
ers of the Maine-New Hampshire 
Interstate Bridge Authority." (H. P. 
439) (L. D. 644) 

Tabled-February 27, by Mr. Den­
nett of Kittery. 

Pending-Acceptance of Report. 
On motion of Mr. Dennett of KH 

Wry, ,the Report and the Bill were 
indefinitely postponed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The Chair laid before the House 
the ninth tabled and today as­
signed matter: 

HOUSE REPORT-Ought not to 
pass-Committee on Highways 001 

Bill "An Act Authorizing the Maine­
New Hampshire Interstate Bridge 
Authority to Prepare Plans felr Con­
struction of an Additional Bridge 
and Approa·ches Connecting Ports­
mouth, New Hampshire with Kit­
tery, Maine." m. P. 440) (L. D. 
645) 

Tabled-February 27, by Mr. Den­
nett of Kittery. 

Pending-Acceptance of Report. 
The SPEAKER: The Cha,ir rec­

ognizes the gentleman from Kitte'ry, 
Mr. Dennett. 

Mr. DENNETT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: The hour 
is getting late and I am not going 
to take much time. There is only 
one thing that I would wish to do 
on this particular bill. A bridge 
across the Piscataqua River must 
be the result of concurrent and 
ag,reeing action between the States 
of Maine and New Hiampshire. What 
a legislature in a neighboring state 
is going to do, I have no idea. I 
would because of the undetermined 
action' of the state of New Hamp­
shire wish to keep this bill alive. 
If w~ fail to pass this bill, or at 
lea'slt to keep it alive, and the State 
of New Hampshire refuses the high 
level bridge, there is nothing, there 
is no bridge in lany way, shape or 
manner across the Piscataqua Riv­
er, ,and all will be lost. By keep­
ing this bill alive, you at least 
have something to hang onto. If 
the Sta,te of New Hampshire takes 
affirmative action, the bill can be 
kicked out the window; and that's 
all there is to it. But I would earn­
estly request that you keep it alive 
to see what happens so that we 
might have something to hang onto 
in case of disagreeing action in New 
Hampshire, and with that only in 
mind I would now move that the 
bHl be substituted for the report. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Kittery, Mr. Dennett, moves 
that the Bill be substituted for the 
"Ought not to pass" Report. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Auburn, Mr. Turner. 

Mr. TURNlER: Mr. Speaker, I 
was kind of amused when my good 
friend said "keep it alive." I didn't 
know as any bill was ever killed 
here. You can always go and pick 
them out of the hopper most 


