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put till' ('able TV under I he rules and !'egu!a
ILons. I had an opportunit~· to meet some very 
high-dassed. high-caliber individuals from 
Washington. D.C .. who have been lobbying for 
~'ears agamst any regulatIOns for cable TV. 
and if I stav here for another 10 years, I doubt 
if we could ever get any kind of legislation 
through because of their ability to confuse 
people. . : 
. Cable Television is something that is not new;' 

it has been in the United States since 1947. 
Cable television, in my opinion is going to 

have a lot of direct influt'nce on the people of 
this state as well as the people of this nation in 
the coming years because of its ability to t.rarJ&. 
mit. One of those little cables that. can corne 
from your street into your house eventually 
eould have anywhere from 40 to 50 to 100 televi
sion stations on it. but that is not the question 
here this morning. the question is, do you want 
to allow a town or a municipality that fails to 
attract private interests to come in and 
develop a cable TV program for the residents 
in those towns to be able to operate one_at a 
municipal. and town level? I think w~ should be 
able to do that. I think the substantive change 
that has been addressed here this morning is 
not as great or as drastic or as ~Iarming as 
Mrs. Tarr would like to have you believe. 

I would hope that you would reject the Senate 
Amendment that. is being recomidered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Gorham. Mr. Quinn. 

Mr. QUINN: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I am told that there 
is an Attorney General opinion which bears on 
the subject of whether this is applicable or not, 
and I can find out sometime in the next half 
hour. and the gist of the opinion, I am told, is 
that the amendment does not serve to do what 
it purports to do. that the bill, as it. came out of 
.Judiciarv Committee. really was m support of 
the initial legislation. I would. therefore, since 
lean find out. I assume, in the next 30 minutes 
or so. I would be grateful if somebody would 
t able until later today. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will order a vote. 
Those in favor of the motion of Mr. Kelleher of, 
Bangor to indefinitely postpone Senate Amen~
ment "F" will vott' yes: those opposed WIll 
vott' no. vote of the House was taken. 

76 having voted in the affirmativ~ and 43 in 
the nt'gativt'. the motion did prevaIl. 

Tht' SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from South Portland, Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: Before we act 
further on this bill. I would like the opportunity 
to make a few observations. I think I have con
sistently. within the past three sessions. voted 
against the errors bill. and even though I have 
an amt'ndment which has just been passed, and 
I thank vou all. I will again vote against it and I 
want \'liu to know why. 

Wheil I first call1t' to the legislature. I was 
told that the J<:rrors and Inconsistency Bill was 
to tiPal with just that. those errors and incon
slstl'llries that raIllt' to the legislature's aUen
tion and should be rurt'd. I found the first ses
sion that that was not the case and you all have 
seen it here today. We enact by this bill maj?r 
pieces of legislation eyery year WIthout publIc 
hearing and make the public think that we are 
merely correcting an error or an incon
sistency. and as long as we as politicians and 
legislators continue to do that, the general 
public is going to continue to look at us as 
something less than honest and forthrIght peo
ple. 

I am continually amazed in going through 
this. and I spent a -good portion of the weekend 
doing so. to think that we in t~e regular s.es
sion. last time. passed three bIlls all dealIng 
with the same subjert matter and setting as an 
('xamplt' the per hundredweight of milk under 

Iht' \liIk Commission. ont' at 2 l'l'nts. one at 3 
('('nls and onl.' at 5 ('ents. I wonder how we 
maLlaged to do that. I rl'ally don·t know. It 
s(,l'ms to me that there could be a better way 
to handle pieces of legislation. A good portion 
of lhese l'urrections are the result of two or 
more bills dealt with by us during the regular 
session in which one bill said one thing and 
another bill said another thing and we. by yir
tue of this bill. and correctly so. are trying to 
make them rhyme together and have one law 
on the books. If you look at the back sections of 
the revised statutes. you will see many places 
where it will say. Section 2301. this was what 
was enacted by' Chapter 4 such and such and 
another one that says. this is what was enacted 
by the same legislature under Chapter such 
and such else. 

There has to be. in my opinion. some better 
way of coordinating our legislation and the 
bills that are presented to the legislature, just 
in the numbers here of dual pieces of legisla
tion that we enacted during the last r~u)ar 
session, if they were corrected m one piece of legiSla
tion, it would have reduced the number of bills that 
we would have had before us and perhaps having got
ten us out of here before the 4th of July. 

So again: as -a matter -ofObservation only, 
beeaust' I know this is going to pass, as has 
always happened. there are enough pieces of 
the pie for enough people to make this bill go, 
no matter what I say or anyone else might say. 
There is no way that this bill cannot be passed 
or can it be defeated, so while I recognize that 
very fact. I will continue to vote against it and 
understand fully that it will become law. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pittsfield, Mr. Susi. 

Mr. SUS!: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of t.he House: I would like to expose 
another side to that. In the time that I have 
been here. I think we have had a constant im
provement. I never before have been in a ses
sion where nearlv everyone in the House of 
Representatives 'understands what was in
cluded in these amendments that were offered. 
If YOU don·t know what was in them. it was 
YOlil' own fault. there was an explanation made 
;)11 everyone of them. Our standards haye im
proved.' and I think mainly because of the ef
forts of gentlemen like Mr. Perkins from South 
Portland who constantly set higher goals in 
this legislature. 

It was just a few years ago that it was a 
typical thing for the Errors and Inconsisten
cies to go through at 8 or 9 o'clock at night 
when everyone was just about asleep and you 
would not find five people in the House who 
would have the least idea of what was included 
in the amendments. So we have come a long 
wav. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will order a vote. 
The pt'nding question before the House is on 
passagt' to be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendments "B". "0". "E". "G". "H". "I". 
",J". "K" and "L" and House Amendments 
":\". "B". ··C". "0". "E". "H". "I". "J", 
"K". "L". "M". and "N" in non-concurrence. 
Those in favor will votes yes: those opposed 
will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken. 
77 having yoted in the affirmative and 23 in 

negative the motion did prevail. 
By unanimous consent, ordered sent 

forthwith to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Berry of Buxton. the House 
reconsidered it action of earlier in the day 
wherebY Bill " An Act to Clarify the Election 
Laws" " H. P. 2293) (L. O. 2344) was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House Amend
ments "A" and "C" in nonconcurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
same gentleman. 

Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker. I move we recon-

SLdt·!' I>lt!' ad illil whl'rl'b\' House An1l'ndmenl 
"('" was adopt,·d. . 

Tht' SPEAKI:J{: The gentleman from Bux
ton. :\Ir. BelTv. moves that the House recon
sidt'r its aelion of earlier in the Day whereby 
House Amendment "C" was adopted. 

The gentleman may proceed. . 
Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, Ladles and 

Gentlemen of the House: I was out of the hall 
this morning when House Amendment "C" 
was proposed or I would have done this earlier. 
This pertains to allowing people to be probably 
what I would call a little closer to the people 
that count absl·ntee ballots than I think they 
ought to be. I h:lve discussed this with seyeral 
people. including some of the people in the 
Secretary of Stdte' s Office and if you read the 
amendment I think you can interpret it almost 
an~' way you want to and probably being on the 
cautious side. 'he people in the Secretary of 
Statt"s Office seem to think that a person 
might be able to enter right in behind the rail 
and actuallv stand right over the people that 
are counting absentee ballots and I don't think 
that that is good procedure. I hope that we will 
reconsider our action whereby this was 
adopted so that I might later moye the in
definite postponement of this amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Jacques. 

Mr. JACQUES: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I hope that the House 
does not reconsider this amendment. I have 
discussed this with the Secretarv of State. As a 
matter of fact, the Secretary o(State was pre
sent when this amendinent· was -oeing WfifU!! 
and he agreed with the amendment at the time 
we did draw it up. 

We have a problem in my community and 
some of the communities where absentee 
ballots are counted in the city clerk's office 
and any candidates that are present can ask to 
stand back where they can see the counting of 
those ballots. I feel that anyone of us members 
here has an investment in that election and 
the~' should be present and be able to see how 
these votes are being counted and how these 
absentee ballot counters are putting down the 
candidates' names. and I hope that you do not 
reconsider. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will order a yote. 
Those in favor of reconsidering adoption of 
House Amendment "C" will vote yes; those 
opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken. 
Whereupon. I\lr. Berry of Buxton requested a 

roll call vote. 
The SPEAKER: A roll call has been re

quested. For the Chair to order a roll call. it 
must have the expressed desire of one fifth of 
the members present and voting. All those 
desiring a roll call vote will yote yes: those op
posed will Yote no. 

:\ vote of tht' House was taken. and more 
than one fifth of the members present hYing 
expressed a desire for a roll call, a roll call 
was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Ch_aiI:Jecogni~es the 
gentleman from Buxton, Mr. Berry. 

:\lr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: In further explana
tion. Mr. Jacques has stated that he thinks it is 
necessary that somebody ought to be watching 
who voterl for whom and how it is marked 
down. That is not the way it is done when the 
ballots that are not absentee ballots are 
'coUnted: There are ample opportUriities, ill.l1ere are 
any irregularities in the absentee coun~ ~, 
for a candidate to challenge, to ask for an inspection 
and to actually have a recount. I think part of what 
Mr. Jacques would like to do is to include in the 
counting of ballots what. actually hawens in a 
recount. I say that there is no need of this, and if eight 
or ten municipal election officials are wry busy 
counting the absentee ballots. they don't need eight or 
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ten bystanders leaning in over their shoulders. mak
ing comments. laughing and giggling and everything 
else. I hope you will ~o along with ~deratioo. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
~entlewoman from Portland. Mrs. Boudreau. 

Mrs. ROllDREAlT: Mr. Speaker. Men and 
Women of the House: If vou will notice. in L. 
D. 2344. "An Act to Clarifv the Election 
Laws." we had added a n'ew Section 48 
providing that ballots should be counted public
ly so that those present may observe 
proceedings. 

House Amendment "C" deletes that section 
and adds additional words. 

ThiS. fur everyone's Information. applies 
onlv to where absentee ballots are counted in 
ceritral place or in one place. After reading 
this amendment I have some reservations. Is a 
central place the place if there is only one 
voting precinct or voting ward in the town or 
city" Do you want people standing right over 
their shouldcrs counting all the ballots? Real
I~'. no tlllt' has heen able to interpret exactly 
what this amendment says and it could cause a lot of 
confusion. . 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Brunswick. Mrs. 
Bachral'h. 

Mrs. BACHRACH: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: This procedure sur
pri,?es nl(' because in Brunswick the absentee. 
ballots are produced at. the same time the other 
ballots are counted. The names of the people 
are l'hecked off the voting list and then the 
ballots are thrown into the boxes along with 
everybod~' else's and nobody can tell which 
ones are absentee and which are not, and I 
think this is a much better protection for the 
voters than any isolated counting of ballots. It 
is impossible to tell at the time of counting 
which ones are absentee. It seems to me that 
this is the way we should be going and not hav
ing people standing over somebody and ap
parently being able to see how individuals 
voted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Jacques. 

:vIr. JACQllES: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
(;entlemen of the House: A few years back. the 
legislature allowed the municipality to either 
count the ballots in the citv clerk's office or a 
plan' dl'signated b~' the city clerk for counting 
the abst'ntl'e ballots. Well. any municipality 
('an dl'('idl' this. Nnw. our municipality and a 
It'w othl'rs around 0111' area decided to do this. 
Thl'Sl' halhlts an' counted as they open the 
,'nvl'lopl's and thl' ballots are dl'opped in the 
hox and tht'n wlwn they are all put into the box, 
Ihl'\' art' thrown on the table and then counted. 
:'\io'one sees how anyone elst' votes. But I am 
sa~'ing that thl' c,indidate or his assistant 
shollid bl' abll' to watch the counting and at 
pl'l'st'nt tht'~· are not able to watch the 
,'ount ing. TIIl'~' an' put about eight to nine or 
tWl'lw kl'l away from the table. facing the 
('ounll'r. whit'h the\' don't even see the mark
IIlgs ot tht' ballots. ()r even the envelopes never 
mind the counting. This is why. Mr. Speaker, 
ladies and gentlemen of the House, that we wanted 
this included in tlJe law, beca\l'ie at this time we are 
having problems with it. 

i think that everv one of YOU who has an in
vt'stmen.t in that eiection would go along with 
It i don t see anything wrong with it and YOU 
still ha~e cootrol by the city clerk if these pOOpie 
abuse these COWIters. The warden or the city clerk 
has the right to extract you out of the place. 

TIll' Si'K\KI<:H' TIlE; Chair recognizes the 
gl'ntlt'man from Olrl Town. Mr. Pearson. 

1\11'. PI<::\HSON: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of tlJe H(luse: As I thirik the number 
(llll' t'xpt'rt till n'counts in the House I don't 
I hink th,ll then' is any need for this p~rticular 
anll'ndlll,'nt bl'cause YOU can alwavs ask for an 
inspt'ctitln of the b~illots. ask for a recount 
aftl'rwards. 

1'11' ,Iacqlll's of Ll'wiston was granted per
mission to spl'ilk a third tinll'. 

l\lr .L\(,(}lTES: Mr. Speakl'l'. Ladies and 
(;,'lIt 1"1l1l'n of the House: How many can
ditbtl's ovu hl'l'l' have been beaten 'by 100 
vot('s at one time" We hav(' seen that in mv 
('ommullitv wh('r(' there was a difference of 100 
votes and when we had the inspection, that did 
come out. But a lot of people will say, well. I 
got beat by 100 votes I shouldn't have a recount 
bel'ause it is too many votes to pick up, but it 
has happened. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Buxton, Mr. Berry. 

MI'. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I think maybe now 
vou can see part of the problem that is beginn
ing to evolve. Mr. Jacques talks about how 
many candidates have been beaten by 100 votes 
'.lI1d things of that nature. Now. I submit to you. 
what kind of a counting process are you going 
to have if Mr. Ja('ques or any candidate is 
standing sufficiently close to observe one 
Hl'publkan. onl' Demonat who has set up his 
teams COWIting ballots. Now. I suppa>!! that the 
Democrat is going to say one vote for Jacques. 
Tht' Ht'publican is not going to mark it down. 
This is what I am assuming is going to happen. 
So then what hapPl'ns') Do we have an argu
ml'nt taking pla('e over whether or not that 
person did mark that down or not? This is all 
prt'mature. We don't need it. This is what 
takt's place in a recount. If these things do oc
cur. thl're are provisions in the law to take 
carl' of this and the~' have worked very well for 
many. manv years and this amendment will 
only' add total confusion to a process that 
works satisfactorily. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has beEn ordered. 
The pending question is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Buxton, Mr. Berry, that the 
House reconsider its action whereby House 
Amendment "C" was adopted. All in favor of 
that motion will vote yes: those opposed will 
vote 00. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA - Albert Bachrach. Bagley, Bennett, 

Berry. G. W.: Berry. P. P.: Birt. Blodgett, 
Boudreau. Burns. Bustin, Byers, Carey, 
Carpenter. Carroll. Chonko. Churchill. Clark. 
Conners. Coone~'. Cox. Curran. P.: Curran, R.: 
Curtis. Dam. Davies. DeVane. Doak. Dow. 
Dudl('y. Durgin. n~·t'r. Faucher. Fenlason. 
Fil1l'mol'l' Flanagall. Garsoe. Goodwin. K.: 
(;ould. Grt'('nlaw. lIall. Hennessev. Hewes. 
IlIggins. imll1olll'll. ing('gneri.· Jackson. 
.Jaltll'rt. ,/l'ns('n. Kl'nnt'dy. Latfin. LaPointe. 
Ll'Blanc. Ll'onarti. Ll'wls. Littlefield. Lunt. 
LVllch. MacEachl'rn. Mackel. Mahanv. 
lViartin. A.: McBn'airtv. McKernan. McMahon 
l\Iills. Miskavage. Mi'tchell. Morin. Morton. 
'1adl'au. Najarian. Palmer. Pearson. Pelosi. 
P<'rkins. S.: Perkins. T.: Peterson. P.: 
Peterson. T.: Post. Quinn. Rideout. Rollins. 
Saunders. Smith. Spencer. Sprowl. Strout. 
Susi. 1'arr. Teague. Theriault. Tierney. 
Tonl'v. Tozier. Twitchell. Tvndale. Usher. 

'Wagner. Wilfong. Winship. -
NAY -- Berube. Call, Car:ter, Cote, Drigotas, 

Fra~er, Gray. Henderson. Hinds, Hobbins, Jac
'ques. Kany, Kelleher, Laverty, Maxwell, 
Pierce, Powell. Raymond. Rolde, Shute, 
Snowe. Stubbs. Talbot. Walker. 
,ABSENT -;- Ault. Bowie. Conn01ly. Farley~ 
r arnhalll. Gauthier. Goodwrn. H.: Hughes. 
Hunter. Hutchrngs. Kauffman. Kelley, Lewin. 
Lizotte. Lovell. MacLeod. Martin. R.: 
;vlulkern. Norris. Peakes. Silverman. Snow, 
Truman. Webber. 

Yes. 102: No. 24: Absent. 24. 
The SPEAKEH: One hundred and two hav

ing voted in the affirmative and twenty-four in 
tht' negative. with twenty-four being absent. 
the 1Il0tion does prevail. 

i\lr Berrv of Buxton moved the indefinite 
pll~tpOnl'ment of House Amendment ·'C··. 

:\11' .Ia. qUl'S of Ll'wistolll'l'qu('sted a roll call 
\'lltl'. 

TIll' SI 'EAKEH ;\ roil call has bt'en n'
qut',I(',t. 1'\11' the Chair to order a roll l'all. it 
Illust ha\' the expn'ssed rlesin' of ont' fifth of 
the Illl'll'tlt'rs present and voting. All tho,e 
desiring" roll ('all vote will \'ott' yes: lhost' op
posed wi!! vole no. 

A \'ote of the House was taken. and more 
than one fifth of till' members present having 
<'xpressed a desire for a roll call, a roll call 
was ordt'red. 

The SP EAKER: The pending question is on 
the motif!n of the gentleman from Buxton. Mr. 
Bl'rrv. tl,at House Amendment "C" be in
ddiriilel~ postponed. All in favor of thaI mo
tion will vote 'ye~ th()se opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA - Bachrach. Bagley. Bennett. Berry, 

G. W.: B,·rry. P. P.: Birt. Blodgett. Boudreau. 
Burns. Bustin. Byers. Carpenter, Carroll. 
Chonko. Churchill. Clark. Conners. Cooney. 
Curran. 1'.: Curran. R.: Curtis. Dam. Davie:~. 
ikVane. Doak. Dow. Durgin. Dyer. Faucher. 
Fenlaslln. Finl'more. Flanagan. Fraser. Gar
SOl'. GOtldwin. H: Goodwin. K.: Gould. 
(;rel'lllaw. lIali. Hl'I1nessey. Hewes. Higgins. 
Hobbins. illllllonen. Jackson. Jensen. Joyce. 
Kennedv. Laffin. LaPointe. Laverty. LeBlanc. 
Ll'onarct. Lewis. Littlefield. Lunt. Lynch. 
:VIacEachern. Mackel. Mahanv. Martin'. A.: 
:\IcBreairtv. McKernan: McMahon. 
:\Iiskavage. Mitchell. Morin. Morton. Nadeau. 
"Iajarian. Palmer. Pearson. Pelosi. Perkins, 
S.: Perkins. T.: Peterson. P.: Peterson. T.: 
Post. Quinn. Rideout. Rollins. Saunders, 
Smith. Spencer. Sprowl. Strout. Susi. Tarr, 
Teague. Theriault. Tierney. Torrey, Tozier. 
Twitchell. Tyndale. Usher, Wagner. Walker. 
Wilfong. Winship. 

NA Y - Berube. Call, Carter. Cote, Cox, 
Drigotas. Farley, Farnham. Gray, Henderson. 
Hinds. ingegneri, ,Jackson. Jacques, Jalbert. 
Kan\'. Kelleher. Maxwell, Mills, Pierce. 
I'ow'ell, Raymond. Rolde. Shute. Snowe. 
Stubbs. Talbot. 

ABSENT -- Albert. Ault. Bowie. Carey. Con
nolly. Dudley. Farley. Gauthier. Hughes. 
Hunter. Hutchings. Kauffman. Kelley. Lewin. 
Lizotte. Lovell. MacLeod, Martin. A.: 
Mulkern. Norris. Peakes. Silverman. Snow. 

·Truman. Webber. 
Y t's. HlO; No, 25, Absent, 25. 
The SPEAKER: One hundred having voted 

in the atfirmative and twentv-five in the 
IwgatiVl'. with tWl'nty-five being absent. the 
motion does prevail. 

The SI' EA K ER: The Chair recognizes the 
gl'nlleman from Livermore Falls. Mr. Lynch. 

1\11'. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker. Ladies and 
Gt'ntieml'n of the House: This bill that we are 
considering now. the clarification of election 
laws. there is an inconsistency and a conflict 
with L. D. 2056. the education clarification bill. 
that must be resolved and the amendment is 
now being prepared. so I would ask that it be 
tabled until later todav. 

On motion of Mr. 'Rolde of York. tabled 
pending passage to be engrossed and later to
da~' assigned. 

On motIOn of Mr. Sprowl of Hope. 
Recess"d until three o'clock in the after

noon. 

After Recess 
3:00 P.M. 

ThE' House was called to order by the 
Speaker _____ _ 

The tol1oyimgpaperappearing on Supple
ment :\0. i was taken up out of order by un
animous (onsent: 

~Ir L~'nch of LiVl'rmorE' Falls presented the 
iollowi!l£ .loint Order and moved its Jlassage: m. P. 2329) - ... 

ORDERED. the Senate concurring, that" An 




