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672 LEGISLATIVE RECORD - SENATE, APRIL 12, 1984 

gOV('rnllH'nl .. mployel's will not ('orne under 
I hal al all. All utility employees and all other 
I YP('s of (·mploye .. s. eonstruction workers and 
so on df. not fall into till' manufacturing indus­
I ry ('atpgorjps. 

Thl'rdorl', WP have more or less patterned 
our law on the Federal rule taking that into 
('onsid .. ration and we are taking advantage of 
information which will finally be available to 
I h .. I'mployers of this State because of the Fed­
I'ral rule and I do appreciate that. First, begin­
ning in November of 191-15 the Federal rule will 
f('quire that all chemical manufacturers label 
I hos!' hazardous chemicals coming from their 
planl s. That ml'ans whatever their destination, 
wh .. ther it b .. to manufacturing employers to 
ollll'rs finally those hazardous chemicals will 
('arry a lahel. 

Se('ondly, that Fedl'ral rule requires that haz­
anlous materials safety data sheets accom­
pany those hazardous chemicals so that 
employers can communicate the hazards and 
('an help prevent illness and accidents, chemi­
cally related accidents, from occurring to their 
.. rnploYl'es. 

Now the Federal rule requires only that 
I hosl' material safety data sheets be required 
to go to the manufacturing employers, but it 
dol's make it dear that those must be available 
for all other employers, also. The availability 
will 1)(' assurpd beginning by the end of 1985. 
Consequently, we have used those dates on 
availability of information in this law. 

We have, hy the way, tried to carefully think 
through what hazardous chemicals should be 
I'xl'mptl'd from this. 

Other than that I would be happy to go into a 
gn'at <kal more detail on this legislation, but 
this is something that I believe you can be 
proud of both as you speak with the employers 
of thl' State and the employees. 

WI' have reduced the fee to just a ten dollar 
fl'e for almost all employers and it is not higher 
and WI' are exempting many employers, all 
I'rnployers particularly that have three or 
fpwer I'mployees. 

So I think that WP have done a good job, and 
if you have any questions either now or indi­
vidually I would be happy to go through them 
with all of you. 

TilE I'IlESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
S('nator from Cumherland, Senator Usher. 

SENATOH USHER: Mr. President, looking at 
this L. D. 246:3 I am not concerned about the 
('ost oHhe ten dollars, I don't think that that is 
going to hurt anyhody. What I am concerned 
ahout is on page 12: "Employee Information 
and Training." Where I work there are over two 
thousand people, does this mean that over two 
thousand p<'ople have to be trained, whether 
thl'Y work in the office or not? We have over 
four hundred people in the office and they 
don't ('orne into any contact with the chemicals 
that. we do have at the plant. I am very con­
('('rned about the training program that will 
have to be taken care of. 

THJo~ PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Kennehec, Senator Kany. 

SENATOR KANY: Mr. President and Mem­
I)('rs of the Senate. knowing where the gentle­
man from Cumberland works, which is at S.D. 
Warren which is a manufacturing employer 
that under the Federal rule that manufactur­
ing employer would be required to provide 
such training beginning in 1986. 

I would like to point out that our law on the 
hooks since 1980 required more training than 
this proposed legislation does. The law pres­
t'ntly on our hooks required annual training 
and this does not. This requires before assum­
ing a particular position that there be training 
and then upon occasion for certain instances 
that mono training could be required. 

I do IwlieYl' t.hat you have to remember the 
signifi('ance of what we are discussing. Maine 
in I flH2 had four times the national average of 
oc('upational illness instances, and three times 
in 191-1 I. That is significant and it is supposed by 

the Jo'ederal OSHA and ... even during the 
Reagan Administration that most such occu­
pational illnesses are related to hazardous 
chemicals. 

I would, also, like to point out that probably 
there is gross under reporting of occupational 
illness particularly chemically induced, be­
cause of the fact that many of them result in 
cancers many years later, and therefore have 
not been directly linked to the hazardous 
chemicals in the work place but no doubt in the 
future they should be. • 

So this legislation, by the way, does not pro­
hibit a single manufacturer from using a single 
hazardous substance, not a single one, no pro­
hibition, there is not even regulation of that haz­
ardous chemical. All it does is try to assure 
some communication so that illness, such as 
cancers and others and accidents related to 
chemicals can be avoided. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is now the pleasure of 
the Senate that under suspension of the rules 
that the Bill be given its Second Reading at this 
time by Title Only? 

It is a vote . 
Under suspension of the rules the Bill in 

NEWDRAFr(S. P. 915, L. D. 2463) READ ASEC­
OND TIME and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Senator PRAY of Penobscot all 
matters previously acted upon were sent 
forthwith. 

SENATE AT EASE 
The Senate called to order by the President. 

On motion by Senator PRAY of Penobscot 
the Senate removed from the UNASSIGNED 
TABLE: 

Confirmation of the recommendation of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture on 
Russell Pinfold of Brunswick as the Veterina­
rian Representative of the Animal Welfare 
Board. 

Tabled-March 2, 1984 by Senator PRAY of 
Penobscot. 

Pending-CONFIRMATION. 

(OFF RECORD REMARKS) 

THE PRESIDENT: The Joint Standing Com­
mittee on AGRICULTURE has recommended 
that the nomination of Russell Pinfold be 
confirmed. 

The pending question before the Senate is: 
"Shall the recommendation of the Committee 
on AGRICULTURE be overridden?" In accor­
dance with 3 M.R.S.A., Chapter 6, section 151 
and with Joint Rule 38 ofthe III th Legislature, 
the vote will be taken by the yeas and nays. A 
vote of Yes will be in favor of overriding the rec­
ommendation of the Committee. A vote of No 
will be in favor of sustaining the recommenda­
tion of the Committee. 

Is the Senate ready for the question? 
The Doorkeepers will secure the Chamber. 
The Secretary will call the Roll. 

ROLLCALL 
YEAS-None. 
NAYS-Senators, Baldacci, Brown, Bustin, 

Carpenter, Charette, Clark, Collins, Danton, 
Dow, Emerson, Erwin, Gill, Hayes, Hichens, 
McBreairty, Minkowsky, Najarian, Pearson, 
Perkins, Pray, Redmond, Sewall, Shute, Teague, 
Trafton, Twitchell, Usher, Violette, Wood, The 
President-Gerard P. Conley. 

ABSENT -Senators, Diamond, DutrembIe, 
Kany. 

No Senators having voted in the affirmative 
and 30 Senators having voted in the negative, 
with 3 Senators being absent, and None being 
less than two-thirds of the membership pres­
ent, it was the vote of the Senate that the 
Committee's recommendation be ACCEPTED. 

The nomination of Russell Pin fold, DVM was 
CONFIRMED. 

The Secretary was directed to inform the 
Speaker of the House. 

On motion by Senator CARPENTER of 
Aroostook the Senate voted to consider the 
following: 

SECOND READER 
Bill "An Act to Make Corrections of Errors 

and Inconsistencies in the Laws of Maine" 
(Emergency) S. P. 911 L. D. 2462 

On motion by Senator CARPENTER of 
Aroostook, under suspension of the rules the 
Bill READ A SECOND TIME and PASSED TO 
BE ENGROSSED. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

(OFF RECORD REMARKS) 

THE PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Penobscot, Senator Pray. 

SENATOR PRAY: Mr. President, a parliamen­
tary inquiry . 

THE PRESIDENT: The Senator may state his 
inquiry. 

SENATOR PRAY: Mr. President has the Er­
rors Bill been sent forthwith? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not at this moment, it has 
been Passed to be Engrossed and to be sent 
down for concurrence. 

On motion by Senator PRAY of Penobscot all 
matters previously acted upon were sent 
forthwith. 

On motion by Senator PRAY of Penobscot, 
RECESSED until the sound of the Bell. 

RECESS 
AFrER RECESS 

The Senate called to order by the President. 

Out of order and under suspension of the 
rules, the Senate voted to consider the 
following: 

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE 
Joint Resolution 

The Following Joint Resolution: H. P. 1860 
JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE 
HONORABLE RONALD W. REAGAN, PRESI­
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES, TO SUPPORT 
AND AFFIRM FAIR TRADE IN THE BEST I~­
TEREST OF AMERICAN SHOE WORKERS A:\D 

MANUFACTURERS 
WE, your Memorialists, the Senate and 

House of Representatives of the State of Maine 
in the Second Regular Session of the One 
Hundred and Eleventh Legislature, now as­
sembled, most respectfully present and peti­
tion President Ronald W. Reagan, as follows: 

WHEREAS, imported shoes took 65'y, of thp 
American market in 1983; and 

WHEREAS, under the Orderly Marketing 
Agreement negotiated with Korea and Taiwan, 
in 1976, imports were held to 51*.ofthe United 
States market; and 

WHEREAS, this agreement was terminatpd 
by President Reagan in 1981, against the rec­
ommendations of the International Tradp 
Commission; and 

WHEREAS, since termination of the agrep­
ment, Korean imports have increased by 4W!{, 
and Taiwanese imports have increased by 64~;; 
and 

WHEREAS, Maine, as the leading shoe­
producing state in the nation, has been suffer­
ing from the damage of skyrocketing imports 
during these past 3 years; and 

WHEREAS, hundreds of Maine workers haw 
been displaced by the closings of G.H. Bass in 
North Jay, Farmington Shoe in Farmington, 
Melville Shoe in Brunswick, Nike of Saco and 
G.H. Bass in Rumford; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Government has 
failed to define import limitations, thereby 
permitting partially-assembled items to be im­
ported as raw materials and reducing thp 
number of direct manufacturing jobs; and 

WHEREAS, the International Trade Com­
mission has been petitioned by both shoe man­
ufacturers and shoe workers to forward its 
recommendations for import reliefto the Pres­
ident of the United States; now, therefore, be it 


