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history of that hearing. Those two 
committees devoted quite a quantity 
of time to this hearing; they gave it 
their undivided attention for a long 
while. There is nothing new nor 
mysterious about the bill. r think 
that all of us were fully apprised 
of its contents and just what it pro
vided for, and I regret at this time 
exceedingly that the senator who 
presented this act is not here to take' 
care of it. At that hearing' no word 
of opposition was evidenced, and on 
talking about the new things of this 
proposition. it has been so long in 
this Legislature that we have heard 
it at home and heard it elsewhere, 
and when I consider the industrial 
and agricultural interests of this 
State I wish that the statute of limi_ 
tation might run on the proposition. 
I for one feel that way about it, and 
I feel that it is time that we should 
not get in the way' of constructive 
legislation that means something to 
the State of 1\laine. 

I am not going to discuss the polit
ical ambitions of anyone at this time 
or in the past, but it does seem to me 
that this is a constructive measure, 
that it means something to the agri
cultural interests of this State, to the 
industrial interests of this State, and 
why do we at this time want to con
sider for one moment the indefinite 
postponement of a proposition that 
has been heard by a jury of twenty 
men, favorably reported upon and 
now some ono -wants to thl'o\v a 
monkey wrench into the cog gear. 

I am not going to discuss the mo
t.ives of anyone for a moment, but 
I believe we should seriously con
sider this point, when advocates of 
Constitutional amendments and acts 
providing for the State to take over 
these interests, and when they are 
asked the question if they approve 
of the proposition of the proponents 
of those measures, when asked a di
rect question, and when they cannot 
look you in the face and say "Yes," 
and say it frankly, I hesitate to give 
their proposition very much consid
eration. 

I believe in this bill. r am not go
ing into the merits of it for it has 
been discussed at some length here. 
I do have all the faith in the world 
in our chief engineer, who appeared 
before our joint committee. When I 
asked him the question if he objected 
to the passage of this bill, he said 
"No." That satisfied me that the bill 
had merit, 'lnd in the absence of op-

position r was only too glad to take 
part in making and sharing a un
animous report of both commi ttees. 
that it ought to pass. 

I do hope at this time that the 
motion from the senator from Cum_ 
berland will not prevail. 

Mr. Bailey referrpd to the practice 
of funnel' years in damming up ,vaters 
to aid in lumbering and said the pro
posed measure wou ld be a benefit to 
all those who use th" water u]Jon this 
Kenne.bC"c reservoir. 

Mr. Hinckley spoke of the illusions 
regarding State ownership of its water 
powers and then gave a detailed de
fensf' of the measure. 

The PRESIDE:-.!T: Is the Senate 
ready for the question? 

Mr. BREWSTER; Mr. President, r 
ask for a division. 

The PRESIDENT: All those in fa_ 
vor of the motion of the senator from 
Cumberland. Mr. Brewster, that the bill 
he indefinitely postponed, will rise and 
stand until counted. 

Five senators voting in favor of in
definite postponement and twenty sen
ators opposed, the motion to indefinite
ly postpone was lost. 

On motion by ~Ir. Hinckley of Cum
herlancl, the bi 11 was thell IJassed to he 
engrossE'd. 

The ['RES IDENT: 'l'he Chair wiII 
take from the table An Act to amcnd 
Section 4!) of Chapter 219 of the Pub
lic Laws of 1917, rplating to the pro
tt'ction of wild hares or rabbits. 

On motion by ~Ir. Sargent of Han
cock. the bill was gi\'en its second 
I'(·ading and passed to be engross('d. 

On motion by 1\1r. Eaton of Oxford, 
the Senate voted to reconsider the vote 
of ye~terdRY whereby An Act in ref
erence to the salaries of clerks of the 
suprpme judicial courts was referred 
to the committee on salaries and fees. 

rrhe Sa111(' senator then asked unani
mous consent to withdraw the act, 
which was granted and the act was 
withdrawn. 

On motion by l\Ir. Hinckh'y of Cum
berland. S. D. 197, An Act to prevent 
smoldng in strE'f't railroad cars, \vas 
tal{en from the tablP. 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. President, 1 
now Illove the indefinite postponement 
of thi~ act. S. D. 197, An Act to pre
\,f"nt smoking in street railroad cars, 
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] wish to read the bill and make a 
Htatcm{'nt in regard to it: 

"Who"\"E'r enters any strect rail
road cal' with a lighted pipe, cigar 
or eigarettp, or lights or smokes a 
pipe, cigar or cigarette thel'ein, ex
cept in cat·s or apartments in cars 
provided fnr that pu rpose, shall be 
punished bv a fine not exceeding fin' 
dollars, pro"ided a copy of this act, 
in plain, legible characters, is kept 
postE'd in a eonspicuOlls place in such 
car." 

It seems to me argument is not 
nCCE'HSal'\" This bill makes it a crim
inal offense for anybody, who upon 
stepping into a street car has a 
lighted pipe, cigarette Or cigar. Now, 
thinl, of it I It has been recognized 
for years that on the rear seats of 
open cars lYe should have the right 
to smoke if we desir0d to. It does 
not botlwl' me. 

I do say that a Legislature which 
would pass an act of this kind 
would be " proper joke for all time. 
Let us not pass a la IV that would 
mal", II' a laughing stock of the 
ages. It is eertainly not necessary. 

Mr. l3AILE'l of Penobscot: 1\11'. 
President, I presented this bi1I to the 
Legislature because from the city of 
Bangor there run electric cars, some 
of them twenty-five or twenty-six 
miles Under the established rule 
of alJ raill oads they either have a 
smoking Cilt on the train or else have 
some compat'tment where those who 
wh:;h to srTIoke can do so. On the 
elcctric CUI'S, as a general rule, there 
are 1I0 "uch compartments, but if 
anyone wishes to smoke they can 
g'et into tile vestibule of those ears, 
if nccessary. At certain timps these 
cars, going twelvE' or fifteen or 
twenty miles, arc mor(' or less 
c]'()\\'(led. There is not "ery much air 
in those' cars in the winter time, and 
when contaminated and foul with to
bacco smoke it is not very pleasant 
for the llPaltJt and comfort of those 
in tlw cat'. 

Therefore. on that ground and at 
the suggestion of some of the cJec
tl'ie railroad companies in this State 
I preHPnted that hiII and it \\'ent he
fore the committee on publie utilities 
and tl1P~ un'lnimously recommended 
it. 

If this biII goes through 1 ha\"e no 
doubt hut that the electric car peo
ple Can sepamte parts of their ears 

for smoking purposes, just the same 
as they do on the gasoline car which 
runs fl'om Bangor to Bucksport. 
Therefore, I think that this wiJI be 
a convenience, and in a way largely 
conserve the health of those who 
travel in the electric ears of our 
State. 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. President, it 
is inconceivable that any person wiII 
continue to smoke if requested by the 
conductOl not to smoke. It is not 
a question in my mind whether the 
health of those who ride on the cars 
wilJ be consen·ed. The railr'oad com
panies have ampl" power to prevent 
an\" one smoking in their cars and 
making a nuisance of themselves. To 
mY mind it wiII make it a criminal 
offense for anyone to step into a 
cal' with a lighted cigar or pipe. 

A yea and nay vote lteing had the 
bill I\'as indefinitely postponed, 

On motion by Mr. Allen 01 York, H. 
D. 232, An Act to amend Chapter 197 
of the Public Laws of 1921, by add
ing " nelV section 4, and making the 
present section 4 into 5 unchanged, 
I'dating to taxation of savings banks, 
was tal,en from tbe table. 

On furthcr motion by the same 
senator, the biIl was referred to tbe 
committee em banks and banking, in 
concurrence. 

:\11'. Buzzell of WaldO: Mr. Presi
dent, I move to take from tbe table 
S. D. 102, Resolve in favor of the 
l\lainE' StatE' Prison for maintenance 
and current expenses, tabled by me 
yesterday at the request of the Chief 
Executi,:e 

The motion was agreed to and on 
furthel' motion by tIle same senator 
the bill was passed to be engrossed. 

1\11'. BRF,WSTER of Cumberland: 
:\It'. President, I would like to ask 
tlte exaet status of this bilL 

The PRESIDENT: The matter 
was brought to the Senate on order 
and the votes rcconsidered whereby 
it \vas passed to be enacted and 
passed to be engrossed. The pend
ing question was the passage of the 
bill to be engrossed, wbich has just 
been aeted upon by the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Spencer of 
York, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morn
ing at 10 o'clock. 


