MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




Senate Legislative Record
One Hundred and Twenty-Seventh Legislature

State of Maine

Daily Edition

First Regular Session
beginning December 3, 2014

beginning at Page 1



LEGISLATIVE RECORD - SENATE, FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015

The 127th Legislature of the State of Maine
State House
Augusta, Maine

Dear Honorable Members of the 127th Legislature:

Under the authority vested in me by Article 1V, Part Third,
Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Maine, | am hereby
vetoing LD 1429, "An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding On-
premises and Off-premises Liquor Licenses."

As promised, | am vetoing all bills sponsored by Democrats
because they have stifled the voice of Maine citizens by
preventing them from voting on the elimination of the income tax.

These legislators were elected to serve the people of Maine,
but they choose to operate behind closed doors to advance their
own partisan agendas. Rather than work with me to at least give
the Maine people a chance to vote on lowering or eliminating the
income tax, they closed the door. They defend the status quo
and they cut the people out of the process.

I will not sit by and watch a handful of Democrats
disenfranchise the people they were elected to represent. | want
to ensure that each piece of legislation gets the widest possible
representation in Augusta.

Therefore, any bills sponsored by Democrats must have at
least a two-thirds vote and a roll call to get by me.

For this reason, | return LD 1429 unsigned and vetoed.

Sincerely,

S/Paul R. LePage
Governor

READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.
The accompanying Bill:

An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding On-premises and Off-
premises Liquor Licenses
H.P. 975 L.D. 1429

Comes from the House, 147 members having voted in the
affirmative and 1 in the negative, the veto of the Governor was
Overridden and it was the vote of the House that the Bill become
law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

The President Pro Tempore laid before the Senate the following:
"Shall this Bill become law notwithstanding the objections of the
Governor? In accordance with Article 1V, Part Third, Section 2, of
the Constitution, the vote will be taken by the Yeas and Nays. A
vote of yes will be in favor of the Bill. A vote of no will be in favor
of sustaining the veto of the Governor."

The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber.

The Secretary opened the vote.

ROLL CALL (#213)
YEAS: Senators: ALFOND, BAKER, BRAKEY, BREEN,
BURNS, COLLINS, CUSHING, CYRWAY, DAVIS,
DIAMOND, DILL, DUTREMBLE, GERZOFSKY,
GRATWICK, HAMPER, HASKELL, HILL,
JOHNSON, KATZ, LANGLEY, LIBBY,
MCCORMICK, MILLETT, MIRAMANT, PATRICK,
ROSEN, SAVIELLO, THIBODEAU, VALENTINO,
VOLK, WHITTEMORE, WILLETTE, WOODSOME,
THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - GARRETT P.
MASON
NAYS: Senator: EDGECOMB
34 Senators having voted in the affirmative and 1 Senator having
voted in the negative, and 34 being more than two-thirds of the
members present and voting, it was the vote of the Senate that
the veto of the Governor be OVERRIDDEN and the Bill become
law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

The Secretary has so informed the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

The Following Communication: H.C. 213
STATE OF MAINE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
1 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0001

June 10, 2015

The 127th Legislature of the State of Maine
State House
Augusta, Maine

Dear Honorable Members of the 127th Legislature:

Under the authority vested in me by Article 1V, Part Third,
Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Maine, | am hereby
vetoing LD 484, "An Act Regarding the Confidentiality of Railroad
Carrier Cargo."

This bill adds an additional public records exception to the
Freedom of Access Act to cover records describing hazardous
materials transported by a railroad in this State when those
records are in the possession of law enforcement, fire
departments or other first responders or emergency management
entities. In essence, railroad companies want these records
shielded from public view when they are in the possession of first
responders and emergency management entities.

One of the hallmarks of my administration has been
transparency in government; another has been the protection of
Maine citizens. | cannot support a bill that is inconsistent with
these goals. When information about hazardous cargo traveling
through this State is in the possession of first responders and/or
emergency management entities, it is highly possible that one
reason these entities have this information in the first place is that
something has gone wrong. | am not at all comfortable shielding
this information from the Maine citizens that may be placed in
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harm's way by these transports. If trains are carrying hazardous
materials through our State and this information is shared with our
first responders and emergency management entities, then this
information needs to be available to our citizens.

For these reasons, | return LD 484 unsigned and vetoed. |
strongly urge the Legislature to sustain it.

Sincerely,

S/Paul R. LePage
Governor

READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.
The accompanying Bill:

An Act Regarding the Confidentiality of Railroad Carrier Cargo
H.P. 323 L.D. 484

Comes from the House, 146 members having voted in the
affirmative and 1 in the negative, the veto of the Governor was
Overridden and it was the vote of the House that the Bill become
law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

The President Pro Tempore laid before the Senate the following:
"Shall this Bill become law notwithstanding the objections of the
Governor? In accordance with Article IV, Part Third, Section 2, of
the Constitution, the vote will be taken by the Yeas and Nays. A
vote of yes will be in favor of the Bill. A vote of no will be in favor
of sustaining the veto of the Governor."

The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber.
The Secretary opened the vote.

ROLL CALL (#214)
YEAS: Senators: ALFOND, BAKER, BREEN, BURNS,
COLLINS, CUSHING, CYRWAY, DAVIS,
DIAMOND, DILL, DUTREMBLE, GERZOFSKY,
GRATWICK, HAMPER, HASKELL, HILL,
JOHNSON, KATZ, LANGLEY, LIBBY, MILLETT,
MIRAMANT, PATRICK, ROSEN, SAVIELLO,
THIBODEAU, VALENTINO, VOLK, WHITTEMORE,
WOODSOME, THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE -
GARRETT P. MASON
NAYS:

Senators: BRAKEY, EDGECOMB, MCCORMICK,
WILLETTE

31 Senators having voted in the affirmative and 4 Senators
having voted in the negative, and 31 being more than two-thirds
of the members present and voting, it was the vote of the Senate
that the veto of the Governor be OVERRIDDEN and the Bill
become law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor.

The Secretary has so informed the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

ORDERS
Joint Order
An Expression of Legislative Sentiment recognizing:

Wiley McVety, of Northport, who has earned the distinction of
being named Valedictorian of the 28th Basic Law Enforcement
Training Program at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.
Deputy McVety, of the Waldo County Sheriff's Department, was
voted class president among the 60 graduates. As class
president, Deputy McVety gave a speech during the graduation
ceremony, and his badge was pinned on by his wife and by
Waldo County Sheriff Jeffrey Trafton. We extend our
congratulations and best wishes to him on this honor;

SLS 566

Sponsored by President THIBODEAU of Waldo.
Cosponsored by Representatives: BURSTEIN of Lincolnville,
GILLWAY of Searsport, HERBIG of Belfast, KINNEY of Knox,
WARD of Dedham, WELSH of Rockport.

READ.

THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE: The Chair recognizes the
Senator from Kennebec, Senator Katz.

Senator KATZ: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Ladies and
gentlemen of the Senate, it's my honor today to rise to honor
Wiley McVety, who you just heard was the Valedictorian of the
28" Basic Law Enforcement Training Program at the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy. Not only was he the smartest guy in
the class, he was also the best leader because he was also voted
class president. I've known the McVety family since | was
younger than Wiley and it's no surprise to me that he's done as
well as he has given his family background. Of course part of the
reason he's been so successful in life is that he graduated from
Cony High School as well. The only regret | have, Mr. President,
is that upon graduation we've lost Wiley from Kennebec County
and he's gone to work for the Waldo County Sheriff's Department.
It is Kennebec County's loss and Waldo County's gain.
Congratulations to him on this incredible achievement. Thank
you, Mr. President.

PASSED.
Sent down for concurrence.

THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE: The Chair is pleased to
recognize in the rear of the Chamber Sheriff Jeff Trafton, Wiley
McVety, Melonie McVety, Gary Weeks, Arlene McVetty, and Joe
McVetty. They are the guests of the President. Will they please
rise and accept the greetings of the Senate.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Out of order and under suspension of the Rules, the Chair laid
before the Senate the following Tabled and Later Assigned
(5/27/15) matter:
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