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Mr. KITCHEN of Presque Isle: In
justice to the members of the Com-
mittee who signed the report “ought
not to pass.” I move that this mat-
ter lie on the table pending the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Sanger-
ville, Mr. Leland, that Report “A”
“ought to pass’” be accepted.

Mr. LELAND: I will ask that the
gentleman assign a date certain.

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle-~
man from Presque Isle (Mr. Kitchen)
assign a date certain.

Mr. KITCHEN: I will assign Wed-
nesday of next week.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
assigns next Wednesday as the date
certain. Is it the pleasure of the
House that the matter be so assign-
ea?

Thereupon the motion of Mr. Kit-
chen of Presque Isle, to lay on the
table, prevailed and the matter was
especially aseigned for next Wednes-
day.

First Reading of Printed Bills

H. P. No 445: An Act prohibit-
ing fishing in the tributaries to St.
Croix Lake, in Townships 7 and §,
Range 4, Aroostook County.

H. P. No. 454: An Act to ratify and
make valid the incorporation of
Hammond Street Congregational
Church in Bangor.

H. P. No. 486: An Act relating to
fishing in Stony Brook, in Newry
and in Hanover, in Oxford Countv.

H. P. No. 533: An Act to prohibit
fishing in the tributaries of I.ake
Anasagunticook in Canton and Hart-
ford in the county cf Oxford.

H. P. No. 334: An Act to estab-
lish daily limit on fish in C. Pond,
in Townsnip C Surplus, Oxford
County (H. P. No. 534) (H. Doc. No.
250.)

H. P. No. 536: An Act to regulate
ice fishing in Long Pond, in the
towns of Somerville and Jefferson,
in the county of Lincoln, and in the
town of Windsor, in the county of
Kennebec.

At this point, Mr. Wing of Au-
burn assumed the Chair, amid the
applause of the House.

Passed to Be Engrossed

S. P. No. 111: An Act prohibiting
ice fishing in Kennebunk Pond, in
the county of York.

S. P. No. 128: An Act to amend
Chapter 62 of the Public Laws of
1923, relating to the Production and
Sale of Certified Seed.

S. P. No. 188: An Act to amend
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Section 5 of Chapter 37 of the Re-
viced Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 66 of the Public Laws of 1919.
relating to the registration of milk
dealers.

S. F. No. 58: Resolve for double
stacking the State Library.

3. P. No. 161: Joint Resolution
favoring the acquiring and mainten-
ance by the United States Govern-
ment of a suitable Vessel, construct-
ed and equipped especially as an ice
Lreaker, to be stationed and operat-
ed solely on the Maine Coast.

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair
lays before tne House for its consid-
eration report of the committee on
Commerce on bill, an act in relation
to standard time, teing House Paper
No. 7 (H. D. No. 6,) and the clerk
will please read the report of the
committee.

(The Clerk reail the report.)

The SPEAKER pro tem: The
question is on the acceptance of the
report of the committee in new
draft, and the Chair recognizes the
gertleman trom Portland, Mr. Hale.

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr.
Speaker and members of the House:
I move the rejection of the commit-
tee report for reasons which I will
cutline briefly; and I wish, first, to-
call the attention of the members
te the new draft which is House
Document 260, and is aniong the
rrinted bills which were laid on your
desks this morning. As the bill is
brief, I should like to call aitertion
to its language. as follows:

“Section 1. That, within the State
of Maine, the Standard time shall
be based on the mean astroncmical
time of the seventyv-fifth degree of’
longitude west from Greenwich,
known and designated by the Fed-
eral statute as ‘Uniled States Stan-
dard Eastern Time,” a similar pro-
visien to that is now on the statute
books. The Lill goss on: “It shall
te unlawful for any town or oth -
municipality to vote for, or other-
wise establish any cther system of
time.”

“Section 2. The supreme judicial
court in equity, by writ of injunc-
tior. ¢r ctherwise, may restrain or
annul preceedings in any town or
city in violation of the preceding
section, upon aprlication of ten or
more taxable citizens of the State
and a writ of temporary injunction-
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r ay issue forthwith without filing of
a bond by such petitions.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, I hope that in
voting o this report the issue will
not be confused. The issue is not
whether standard time is better time
than dayvlight saving time, or wheth-
er daylight saving time is better than
standard time, because, on that
question, T think there is no doubt
in this House—no question in the
niinds of most of the members—
that they prefer staindard time and
they have every rigut to prefer it.
The only question is +whether any
town or municipalily may, in its dis-
cretion, by the vote of its citizens,
establish some other time, and I am
speaking on the question because it
is of great interest to the citizens of
the city of Portland which I repre-
sent.

Ever since the war, every year in
December, the citizens of that city
have taken a vote on the question
of whether in that city they would
establish the daylight saving sys-
tem of time—in other words set the
clock an hour ahead; and every year
they have voted to do so. and last
vear they voted to do so by a vote
of two to one.

It does not seem to me to be re-
levant to discuss the considerations
which were in the minds of the citi-
zens of Portland when they so vol-
ed. T am willing to assume for the
rurposes of this argument that two-
thirds of the citizens of Portland in
voting for daylight saving time
were absolute idiots. The fact re-
mains that they rfo voted, and I
wovid like this Yegislature to give
effect to the will of the citizens of
Fortland as so expressed. It seems
to me it is merely a question of
home rule. Tt seems to be that it is
rather a local question for the citi-
zens of Portland. I know that per-
haps many of you are thinking that
this is not a local question for the
citizens of Portland in establishing
daylight saving time to the confus-
ion of travelers end other citizens
of the State. It may be
that daylight saving time in Port-
land causes a little confusion
to people who live outside the city.
It causes a little confusion to people
who live inside the c¢ity, and the
presence of that confusion is a con-
sideration in the minds of the people
when they vote on the question in
Portland. Nevertheless, in spite of
the confusion, which I think bears

LEGISLATIVE RECORD— HOUSE, MARCH 5

more on us than on residents of other
parts of the State, the citizens of
Portland do vote for the other sys-
tem of time. A certain amount of
confusion in railway schedules seems
to be unavoidable because the State
of Massachusetts on the west has
the daylight saving system, the
Province of New Brunswick on the
east has another system, and in
Montreal and the Province of Quebec
they have daylight saving; so that I
cannot feel that whatever the city of
Portland chooses to do at its muni-
cipal election can have very serious
effect on the rest of the State, and if
it does not have a very serious ef-
fect on the rest of the State, I would
ask the members of this House to al-
low the citizens of Portland to ex-
press their will on this question at
the polls.

Gentlemen have asked me in pri-
vate conversation whether the re-
sult of daylight saving time could not
be accomplished by people getting up
earlier in the morning. Undoubtedly
those results could be so accom-
plished; but the point is that it oper-
ates for the greater convenience and
uniformity of life in a city for a uni-
form standard of time to be ob-
served by the city as a whole, other-
wise certain individuals will operate
their business and their private af-
fairs on the one schedule and other
individuals will operate on the other,
so that the result will be a confu-
sion, it seems to me, greater than the
confusion which this bill seeks to
eliminate. On this question it would
seem to me that our motto might be
‘“Live and let live.” The citizens of
Portland are certainly not seeking
to impose their particular ideas of
their own convenience upon the rest
of the State, and I hope that the
rest of the State will be similarly
indulgent to them.

Mr. HARRIMAN of Readfield: Mr.
Speaker, in regard to this daylight
saving bill, as it is called, it seems
to me that it is hardly necessary to
say anything at this time only that
perhaps the full significance of the
feeling in Portland has not been fully
expressed. A gentleman from Port-
land came here to the House some
two weeks ago and said that he had
got a Senator from Cumberland
county to introduce him to me, say-
ing that he wanted to see the author
of the daylight bill. He said I want
to assure you, Mr. Harriman, that
Portland is by no means two-
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thirds in favor of this measure. It
was brought out at the hearing, 1
believe, as stated by the gentlemen
from Portland who appeared at that
hearing, that on the referendum vote
two-thirds of the people voted for it.
According to the vote, no doubt that
is true, because something like six
thousand voted for and four thousand
against it, when as a matter of fact
there were twenty-one thousand peo-
ple who voted in the September elec-
tion; and if you can judge of gener-
al conditions from that, only fifty
percent of the people voted anyway.
So it would seem, that a very small
majority of the people of Portland,
even, want standard time. The gen-
tleman who took the pains to come
and meet me said that the business
men of Portland are opposed to it.
He said that during the war, when it
was a nation-wide issue in the inter-
ests of winning the war, that every-
body was willing to do anything to
help win the war and it was ‘“put
across” as a nation-wide issue, with
everybody having a chance to work
in their war gardens. Today it is
simply the clerks and an element of
people who want more time to play
golf and ride in their automobiles
who wish the extra hour of daylight
time. It seems to me that very lit-
tle need be said on this matter be-
cause the sentiment of the people all
oyer the State is well known in re-
gard to this time, and I hope that the
motion of the gentleman from Port-
land (Mr. Hale) will not prevail.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The gen-
tleman from Portland, Mr. Hale,
moves that the House Report ought
to pass in new draft on House Docu-
ment No. 6 be rejected. As many as
are in favor of the motion will say
aye; those opposed will say no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to reject the House Report
failed of passage.

Mr. HARRIMAN: Mr., Speaker, I
now move, if in order, the acceptance
of the House Report.

Mr. PIERCE of Sanford: Mr.
Speaker, 1 would like to have that
retabled and especially assigned for
Tuesday next.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

Thirty-two voting in the affirma-
tive and 87 in the negative, the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Sanford,
Mr. Pierce, to re-table, was lost.

The SPIKAKER pro tem: The ques-
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tion now is on the motion of the
gentleman from Readfield, Mr. Har-
riman, to accept the report of the
committee, of the bill in new draft.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
report was accepted.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The bill
having been printed, the gentleman
from Readfield, Mr. Harriman, now
moves that the rules be suspended
and that this bill have its first two
readings at this time.

Mr. OAKES of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, this is a new bill before us
this morning, and it does seem as
though the people from Portland
should have an opportunity to ex-
amine it, and I move that the mat-
ter lie on the table in its present
status and be specially assigned for
Tuesday next.

Mr. HARRIMAN: Mr. Speaker, is
that motion debatable?

The SPEAKER pro tem: It is not
debatable. The question is on the
motion of the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Oakes, that this matter lie
on the table and be especially as-
signed for Tuesday next. AS many
as are in favor will say aye; those
opposed will say no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to retable was lost; and on
motion by the gentleman from
Readfield, Mr. Harriman, and a fur-
ther viva voce vote being taken, the
rules were suspended, the bill had its
two several readings and tomorrow
was assigned for its third reading.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair
lays before the House majority and
minority reports of the Committee on
Sea and Shore fisheries on bill, an act
relating to the Commissioner of
Sea and Shore Fisheries, H. P. No.
128 (H.D. 29) tabled by the gentleman
from Sedgwick, Mr. Sargent, March
4th, pending the acceptance of either
report, and the clerk will read the re-
ports.

(The clerk reads the reports).

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Sedg-
wick, Mr. Sargent.

Mr. SARGENT: Mr. Speaker, with
the permission of the House, I would
like to retable these two reports with
the understanding that they will bhe
congidered on the same day as the
report tabled by the gentleman from
South Portland, Mr. L.amson, on an
act relating to the legal size of lob-
sters.



