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Senate Amendment A, like its
wmendment which is offered today, is
offered purely and simply for rea-
sons of delay. The amendment was so
drawn that had it taken effect, it
would have taken effect by its terms
on the first Wednesday of October,
1920. But this was clearly in conflict
with the constitution of  Maine,
which provides that an act which
has been submitted to the people and
ratified by them shall take effect in
30 days from the datc when the Gov-
ernor issues his proclamation, which
is to he issued after the vote has
beenn canvasgsed.

Having found tnat this amendment
ix in conflict with our constitution, we
are asked 1o attach to this amend-
ment  another amendment, so that
we may have o special election in
Septemher of next year, and by that
amendment, if it passes, the State
will be subjected to the great ex-
nense of o special election, when 1
sayv—and T sav it advisedly—that
there is no general demand for «
referendum,

Tlhie amendment NOW offered,

Amendment B to Amendment A,
raises another question, o guestion of
nstitutional laow, and it is held by
able lawyer t this
referendum, is
roeonflict with the constitution of
tiie United Stutes. I am firmly con-
vinced that that position is properly
taken, but T waive aside all consti-
tutional ohjections and ask this Sen-
ato tnoo der i question entire-
v oupen v merits.
1 say that there is no general de-
mand for a referendum upon this
question at this time. I do not know
what the experience of other sena-
tors ras heen during this seusion.
but T have had 35 or 40, or 50 leiters
from various people relative to this
aci and among all those letters I
have received only two wherein the
writer expiesge tionn to this
b, and I ved o lettor
asking for o referendum, whereas I
have sreceived several opposing the
referendum. And T say again  that
there is no general demand for a ref-
ercendum Upon this subject.

The demand for « referendum
comes from a small minority of the

¢
aogrent many
referendum, ov

people of Maine. Today the
suffragists are divided into
classes. The larger class is com-
prised of those who realize that
woman's suffrage is no longer a
mooted question; that it is a settled
fact; that the current of world
thought in the past two years has
emancipated woman and placed her
upon a plane with the men. These
people are willing to accept the sit-
uation gracefully and acknowledge
their defeat in good faith. There are
some others who still, either on ac-
count of prcjudice or conservatism,
are willing to turn their backs upon
the march of progress, and they, and
they alone, are those who offer these
amendments for purposes of delay
only.

I feel sure that this Senate will
agree with me in the position 1 take,
and I take this opportunity to say
that when we pass this act today,
without amendment, though it be for
partial woman’s suffrage only, we
may feel that we are paying some
glight tribute to those noble women
who so gallantly stood shoulder to
shoulder with the men, here and in
foreign lands, in aiding to make the
world safe for democracy.

Mr. Fresident, I move that upon
this question, the yeas and nays be
taken,

The PRESIDENT: The pending
question before the Senate is the
adoption of Senate Amendment B3 to
Senate Amendment A, and on this
question the senator from Somerset,
Senator TFolsom, calls for the yeas
and nays, and is it the pleasure of
the Senate when the vote is taken
that it be taken by the yeas and
nays?

A rising vote was taken and a suf-
ficient number having arisen, the
yveas and nays were ordered.

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: JMr
President and fellow senators: At
the risk possibly of being terimed
conservative or prejudiced or us op-
posed to woman’s suffrage in the
State of Maine, nevertheless I should
not feel that I had acquitted myself
fairly in the office which honors ine
it T did not at this time voice my
sentiments on this matter. And T do

anti-
two
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not make bold to claim to speak for
a great number of the people of the
State of Maine, for, like the senator
who has just preceded me, the proof
that I might produce here on this
question would be exceedingly small.

But, Senators, I believe that there
will not be a greater question come
before the Legislature of this year
of 1919, than the one which you are
now facing, and I believe that every
gentleman of this Senate not only is
willing to do hig duty in the matter,
but he is ready to go farther and
strive as best he may to ascertain
what is the will of the people of
Maine, and what he ought to do as a
senator of this State under these cir-
cumstances. And, fellow senators, I
want to call your attention again to
the importance of the question. Do
vou realize, and if you do not, pray
stop a moment and think, that we 181
or 182 pecple of the State of Maine
are taking action this morning
which may double the electorate of
Maine? And do you realize, too, that
when you do this vou have brushed
aside the constitutional law under
which the electorate has pcrformed
its functions in Maine since our sep-
aration from the state of Massachu-
setts in 18207 Can you imagine,
senators, a question that is more se-
rious, a question that is more de-
serving of the very best thought that
you can give to it than this one?

I want to remind you that your act,
if you do this at this time, may have
a far wider significance than its ef-
fect upon the election of presidential
electors in Maine. You may perchance
take a step here that would change
the complexion of the electoral col-
lege, thereby electing or rejecting one
or the other of the presidential can-
didates. And if this be true, and I
submit that it is and a fair statement
also, then should you not stop and
consider well the step that you are
asked to take? And that leads me to
say, fellow Senators, that it seems to
me if we are going to cast about for
some light on this matter, and as to
what we ought or ought not to do at
this time, we ought to realize the sta-
tus of this question in the state today.
Bvery gentleman who has had legis-
lative or political activity for the last
foew years knows well the agitation

that has swept over the state, cul-
minating on more than one occasion
in a request to the Legislature that
this matter be submitted to the peo-
ble of Maine. And the Legislature,
conservative if you please, bhut after
a time realizing and impressed with
the desire of a large number of the
people of Maine that this matter be
submitted to them, in 1917 granted
this request to the people, and I do
not need to recall to your mind or
chide those friends of suffrage with
the abject defeat that this most meri-
torious matter met at the hands of
the electorate of Maine; and I do not
care this morning, whoever he may be,
if he rises in this assemblage and says
that he has no mandate from the peo~
ple of Maine.

Gentlemen, I ask you how long this
rejection that was given this matter
in no uncertain terms by the people
of Maine should bhave weight with
you? It seems to me that it may be
altogether too soon to assume that we
are free agents, entitled to do  our
own sweet will with a question of this
importance. And I quite agree with
the Senator from Somerset, who pre-
ceded me, when he says that all great
questions should be submitted to the
people, and I have tried to demon-
strate to you my belief, if you please,
that this is not only a great question
but a question than which I can con-
ceive of none greater. I am willing to
take him at his words, if that is his
attitude.

And he says also that we have ac-
quired the habit of referring matters
to the people. Oh, I hope that the
day will never come when an assem-
blage of the Legislature of the State
of Maine will forget so good a habit
as that. Let us foster it; let us care
for it carefully; and let us utilize it on
every occasion whenever there may be
doubt ag to whether or not it may be
wise. Why should we, fellow Senators
in this matter—not elected, any man
here, with that issue before the peo-
ple—why should we under those cir-
cumstances agsume this superiority of
wisdom, and I am almost led to say
this usurpation of power, and thrust
upon the people of Maine an addi-
tional electorate equal or exceeding
in number the present.

And I want to say too that I do not
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know that I correctly understood the
Senator from Somerset, and I do not
believe that he intended to imply that
any Senator in this body is so un-
mindful of his oath of office or his
duty to the public as to take a posi-
tion in this matter for delay. I want
to say to you, Senators, that that is
not my position. 1 do not wish to de-
lay this matter, and I cannot believe
that he wishes to be understood as
zoing on record giving that as a
reason for the wmatter 7receiving
the attention that it does this
morning. There is no delay, and I
want no delay, and I am sure that I
speak for friends of the amendment
too when I say the only delay that we
are asking for is simply that the
people, the clectorate of the State of
Maine, may have a fair and reason-
able opportunity to express their sen-
timents on this great question; and
if he or any other Senators feel that
that is not a proper purpose for de-
lay, then we shall have to differ with
him ncw and ever.

And the matter of cxpense was
touched upon and he says it is too
bhad to put the people of the State of
Maine to such an expense. Senators,
let me remind you that there are very
many matters, or a number of mat-
ters at least, that are bound to go
to o referendum in the State of Maine
and those may or may not be com-
bined with this and taken care of at
the same time—I do not know—but I
do know that I as one citizen of the
State of Maine and a humble tax--
payer, am willing to pay my part to
show the people of the United States
that Maine, that the grand old State
of Maine, glorying in its title, “I di-
rect” is still demoecratic enough so
that they are willing to pay the ex-
pense of an election that concerns so
important a matter and I hope, re-
gardless of the fate of this particular
matter, that the matter of the expense
of such a proceeding will never be
successfully urged to the defeat of a
matter that is proper for the people
to pass upon.

There is another thing that I want
to call your attention to, Senators,
lest there be any misapprehension in
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this matter. It is the common un-
derstanding of us here that matters
with which this Legislature has to do
are all subject to a referendum by
the people. That is to say, if we pass
an act here in the Legislature of
Maine, and ten thousand or inore
voters of Mainc say that they wish to
pass judgment upon this particular
act, they have the right so to do, and
it is accepted or rejected by them.
And I want to remind any Senator
here that he better pause and con-
sider carefully whether or not the
people of the State of Maine, if the
Legislature acts finally on this mat-
ter, will not invoke the referendum.

Gentlemen, we are carrying out, in
determining the manner of electing
electors of President and Vice Presi-
dent, a mandate of the United States
Constitution which says in effect that
the Legislature may direct the man-
ner of selecting these electors. In the
first place this burden is put on the
Legislature, but I do not believe that
any gentleman will disagree with me
that under the decisions pertaining to
that particular point that have been
rendered by the United States court,
that the Legislature is limited to
performing this important function
itself, and the position that I take,
putting it as clearlyv as 1 may—is
stmplyv this, that the Legislature is
directing thatl the electorate be com-
posed of both men and women, this
dircetion to become complete if the
neople of Maine accept it.

T.ct me call to your mind that there
is alrcady on the statute books of
Maine a law providing for the selec-
tion of electors, and if the present act
should fail there is still a means of
providing electors so that Maine will
not lose its electoral vote, and I be-
lieve that we are amply justified in
making the attempt to take into our
confidence and ask the advice of the
people of the State of Maine,

If this matter had been agitated in
the elections last fall and the issue
had been drawn and any man had
been elected here under those circum-
stances, I ask you in all fairness if
he would not consider that the man-
date that he received at the hands of
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his constituency should be entitled to
some respect at this time? and inas-
much as nothing was said about it,
then may it not be proper and right
to ask this advice of the people now?

Senators, I could not hope, if I
stood here and endeavored to enlight-
en you on this matter, to add to the
knowledge which you already pos-
sess, but I do wish to urge upon you
again what seems to me to be the
importance of this matter, and I
want to ask you if you believe that
this Senate should take this step
without at least giving the people of
Maine a right to pass upon it? Why,
my brother refers very eloquently to
the changes that have taken place
in the 24 months just gone, and I
agree with him—great changes in-
deed have been wrought, and the
end is not vet. But I want to remind
you that one of the things that have
been held up, one of the things that
caused American boys to cross 3000
miles of mine and submarine-infested
ocean to that far land of France, and
there give up their precious young
lives—I want to remind you that one
of the things that they fought for,
and which is not an unimportant onz
either, was the self-determination of
every ration; and it secms to me,
senators, that it is an apt illustra-
tion, and that we should not forget
these bovs who lie ronder in the
soil of ¥rance, their voices continu-
ally calling—and I hope that it may
ever fall upon appreciative ears—
that the people, the plain, commnn
people, that make up the brawn and
sinew of every nation, should, upon
every matter that concerns them,
be taken into the fullest confidence
by their governing power—I care not
whether you deem it king, emperor,
president, or even the sovereign lag-
islature of the State of Maine. And
senators, I hope that the importance
of this matter—I hope that the duty
that I know that you feel you owe to
the voters of the State of Maine and
the desire to do your exact duty bpe-
tween man and man, will cause vou
to reflect carefully before you ve-
cord your vote on this matter.

Senators, I hope that the amend-
ment as proposed by the senator
from Washington may have your fa-
vorable consideration. I believe that
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you can justify your action to your
own conscience, and more than tha¢t
you can go back to those parts of
the State of Maine from which you
come, and there say to the peobie
of Maine: “I did not desire, although
I had ihe power, to act in a dictato-
rial way at all, but I tried and was
willing to refer to you, to be settled
as your own judgment dictates, a
matter not only of State but of na-
tional importance as well.”

Senators, I hope that the amend-
ment may have your approval.

Mr. FOLSOM of Somerset: Mr.
President, I am very loath to take
any more of the time of this Senate,
but I feel that there are a few com-
ments that should be made at this
time. I do not want to delve into
the history of this government or
recite any of the heroic deeds that
were performed in the world’s war;
but I wish t) say to you, fellow Sen-
ators, that the heroines in that war
matched the heroes in their devotion
to the great cause. Who won the
war? The women as well as the men.

This government of the United
States and the government of the
State of Maine is a rvepresentative
government. I hesitate to speak up-
on that phase of this subject for fear
of repeating many of the things which
were said by a distinguished mem-
ber of this legislature in discussing
this same question on the floor of the
House of Representatives a few days
ago. He well said this is a repre-
sentative government, and no one can
convince me or you that the Act
which created the initiative and ref-
erendum took away from us our
functions. If we have firm convic-
tions upon any dquestion of right I
believe that we should vote accord-
ingly, and that we would be shirking
the responsibilities imposed upon us
by those convictions should we at-
tempt to shift the burden from our
shoulders to the shoulders of the
people. I would vote this morning to
pass this Act along without amend-
ment if for no other reason than to
pay tribute to the generous act which
one Maine woman consummated here
this morning.
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Mr. DEARTH of Penobscot: Mr.
President and Gentlemen of the Sen-
ate, I am aware that I am not on the
program to speak this morning —

Mr. DAVIES of Cumberland:
are always on it.

Mr. DEARTH: -—and I do not in-
tend to burden you with my remarks
but for a few moments. But inas-
much as my friend, the Senator from
‘Washington, Senator Ames, in my
absence a week or ten davs ago re-
ferred to some remarks that I made
two years ago in the House upon a
resolve asking for an amendment to
the constitution extending to women
the full right of suffrage, wherein I
expressed as my views upon that
question so important and far-reach-
ing, as it was, that I should feel it to
be my duty to refer that question to
the people on a referendum. 1 feel
that same way today, and if 1 were
called upon to vote upon the ques-
tion as to whether or not the women
should be extended the full right of
suffrage I should then, as well as two
vears ago, say that that responsibility
should be assumed hy the people and
not By me as a member of this Sen-
AREAN

You

But the guestion that is before us
teday is not of that importance. Let
us proceed like Myr. Webster when he
said “Let us take our beavings and
sce how far in our discussion we have
moved from the true course.” We
are not discussing here today a ques-
tion of the importance of the Declar-
ation of Independence; we have no
necd to feel upon our shoulders rests
the great responsibility that would
rest upon them if we were to vote to
extend tho full right of suffrage; we
are simply 1o say today whether we
will allow them to participate with
the male voters in determining who
the Presidential electors shall be,
that and nothing more. It is noth-
ing more than a license, if you see fit
to extend it to them; it is nothing but

what the T.egislature at any time
can take from them by revoxing
that license if they do not properly

exercise it, and that is a very different
guestion than it would be if we were
considering whether we would extend
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to every woman the full right of suf-
frage. You will see at a glance that
the question that was before the
House two years ago in its transcen-
dent importance is far greater than
this little simple question that is be-
fore us today: this is a question of
extending only partial suffrage to wo-
men, if you see fit to extend it to
them, and I hope you will and as near
unanimously as you can; if you see
fit to extend it to them any legislature
at any time can take it away from
them and they will not have a word to
say on that question, whether it shall
be taken from them or not. Now, that
is all there is before us. Now don’t
get excited; don’t let them make you
think you are deciding a question of
the importanhce of the constitution or
the Declaration of Independence, be-
cause it is not so important a matter
at all; it is a simple matter, and let
us give the ladies a chance, and then
it they abuse this privilege we will
take it away from them. (Applause.)

The PRESIDENT: The pending
(question before the Senate is on the
adoption of Senate amendment B to
Nenate amendment A, Upon that
auestion the veas and nays have heen
vrdered. Those voting ves will vote
to accept the amendment: those vot-
ing no will vote against the adoption
of the amendment. The secretary will
call the roll.

Those voting yes  were: Senatoirs
Ames, Chick, Clement, Gordon an!
Thombs—5; those voting no were:
Senators Babb, Baxter, Butler, Cobb,
Davies, Dearth, Deering, Emerson,
Tolsom, Gannett, Googm, Grant, Gur-

ney, Holt, Lord, Metcalf, Parent, Pea-
coclz, Stanley. Thornton, Tuttle, Walk-
er—22,  Paired: T.ewis, vyes; Ricker,
no.

The PRESIDENT: Five having vot-
ed in the affirmative and 22 in the neg-
ative, the motion to adopt Senate
amendment B to Senate amendment A
is lost.

The pending question being on the
adoption of Senate amendment A.

Mr. Davies of Cumberland moved
that it be indefinitely postponed.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr., Folsom of Somer-
set, the rules were suspended, the bill
vecejved its second reading and was
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passed to be engrossed, and zent down
for concurrence.

The PRESIDENT: Specially assigned
for today is S, D. 160, An Act to abolish
the common_council of the city of Lew-
isten, tabled by the senator from An-
droscoggin, Senator Parent, pending its
second reading,

On motion by Mr. Parent the bill was
given its second reading,

Mr. PARENT: Mr. President, I now
offer Amendment A and move its adop-
tion.

The PRESIDENT: The secretary will
read the amendment,

The secretary read as follows:

Senate Amendment A to an Act en-
titled An Act to abolish the common
council of the city of Lewiston,

Section 1. This Act shall be submit-
ted for approval or rejection to the
qualified voters of the city of Lewiston
at an election to be held the second
Monday in September in the vear 1919,
and warrants shall be issued for such
election in the manner now provided by
law for the holding of municipal elec-
tions, notifying and warning the quali-
fied voters of said city to meet in the
several ward meetings of said city, there
to cast their ballot for the approval or
rejection of this act.

The question proposed on said hallot
shall be substantially in the following
form:

Shall an act passed by the Legisla-
ture in the year 1919 approved (insert
date) entitled An Aect to abholish the
common council of the city of Lewlis-
ton, be accepted, otherwise said ballot
shall be in form provided by law when
a constitutional amendment is submit-
ted to the vote of the people. The pro-
visions of law relating to the prepa-
ration of voting lists for municipal elec-
tions shall apply to such election and
said election sghall in all other respects
be conducted as municipal elections in
said ecity are now conducted by law,
and the results thereof shall be deter-
mined in the manner now provided by
law for the determination of the elec-
tion of mayor., If a majority of the bal-
lots deposited as aforesaid shall reject.
this act shall not go into effect, but if
a majority of the electors voting at
sald ward meetings shall approve, then

this act shall take effect as herein pro-
vided.

Section 2. So much of this act as
authorizes the submission of the ac-
ceptance of this act to the electors of
the city of Lewiston shall take effect as
provided in the constitution of the State,
but it shall not take further effect un-
less accepted by the electors of the city
of Lewiston as hereinbefore provided.
If accepted by the electors of the city,
then this act for the purpose of nom-
inating and electing officers hereunder
shall take effect at the expiraticn of
the term of the present city council of
the city of Lewiston.

The motion was agreed to and the
bill as amended was passed to be en-
grossed,

On motion by Mr. Grant of Cum-
herland, it was

Ordered, the House concurring.
that H. D. 202, Resolve in favor of
the State department of health, be
recalled from the committee on en-
grossed billls and be delivered to the
secretary of the Senate.

On motion by Mr. Deering of York,
it was

Ordered, the House concurring, that
bill, An Act to amend Chapter 215 of
the Public Laws of 1867 entitled An
Act to incorporate the city of Saco,
and Resolve authorizing DeForest
Keyes to brirg a suit at law or in
equity against the State of Maine,
now in the hands of the Governor,
be recalled to the Senate for the pur-
pose of making amendments thereto.

On motion by Mr. Gannett of Ken-
nebee, it was voted to reconsider the
vote whereby 8. D. 161. Resolve, au-
thorizing and empowering the Gov-
ernor and Council to acquire by pur-
chase the residence of the late James
G. Blaine, and such other property
contiguous or adjacent thereto to be
used in connectich therewith as said
Governor and Council! may determine,
for an executive mansion, was pass-
ed to be engrossed, and on further
motion by the same senator the bill
was referred back to the committee,

On motion by Mr. Ames of Wash-
ington, it was





