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pany, shall be deemed to have been
issued under the terms of said mort-
gage and entitled to the same rights
as any and all other bonds at any time
issued under said mortgage.”

Senate Amendment A was adopted,
and on further motion by the same
senator the bill was given its second
reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

S. D. 16: An Act granting to women
the right to vote for presidential
electors.

Mr. AMES of Washington: Mr. Pres-
ident, I offer Senate Amendment A to
S. D. 16 and move its adoption.

Senate Amendment “A”

Bill No. 16

Amend Senate Bill No. 16 by add-
ing thereto the following section:

“Section 3. This act shall be re-
ferred at the next state election to
the voters of the State and if ap-
proved by them shall take effect on
the first Wednesday of October,
1920. At the said next State elec-
tion the following question shall be
printed upon a separate ballot, in ac-
cordance with Section 2 of Chapter 7
of the Revised Statutes: ‘Shall an act
granting to women the right to vote
for Presidential electors become a
law?’ The words ‘ves’ and ‘no’ shall
be printed upon such ballot above
the aforesaid question so as to leave
a blank space above such question
so as to give such voter a clear op-
portunity to designate by a cross
mark (x) therein, opposite to the
word ‘yes’ or ‘no’, his answer to the
question submitted. All warrants for
such election shall show that said act
i3 so submitted to the people for rat-
ification and in all the election re-
turns required by law the result shall
be appropriately recorded. When said
results are made and so returned to
the office of the secretary of State,
in like manner as votes for Governor
and members of the Legislature, the
Governor and Council shall count the
same and proclamation of the re-
sult shall be made by the Governor,
and if it shall appear that a major-
ity of the votes cast thereon are in
favor of the ratification of the pro-
" posed law, this act shall thereupon
take effect and become law on the
first Wednesday of October, 1920.”

to Senate
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Mr. AMES: Mr. President, I ask
that this law be submitted to the
people.

I believe there can be no good rea-
son advanced against what I urge.

This is a measure which affects
one of the most important acts of
American citizenship—the choice of
the head of the nation; and at no
time since this nation was founded
has this choice been of greater mo-
ment than it will be when we next
select the man who will represent
the United States of America in the
council of the nations of the world.

This law should be submitted to
the people of this State, and we
should not assume the great respon-
sibility of determining so great a
question. It was for such determina-
tion that the referendum was cre-
ated—that the people might rule. If
we withhold the referendum from
this measure we deny to the people
the right to determine for themselves
how they may perform one of the
highest duties of citizenship.

I can find no better language in
which to express myself than that
used by Senator Dedrth on February
21st, 1917, when he said in the
House:—~

“I believe it is one of the funda-
mental principles of our government
that the voice of the people should
be heard on matters so important as
this question here, and I assure the
man who attempts to thwart the
voice of the people by voting to re-
fuse to give them the opportunity
to express themselves on a matter of
this importance, whether they want
the law or not—I bespeak for such a
man an early political death. I do
not see how he can conscientiously
take such a position.”

Is there any senator in this cham-
ber who is afraid to trust the people?

On motion by Mr. Folsom of Som-
erset, the bill and amendment were
tabled and assigned for consideration
next Wednesday.

8. D. 115: An Act to incorporate
the Lubec and Machias Railway
Company.

Mr. PIEACOCK of Washington:
Mr. President, I offer Senate Amend-
ment A to S. D. 115, and move its
adoption.





