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S-2144 

 
The President laid before the Senate the following: "Shall this Bill 
become law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor?  In 
accordance with Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the 
Constitution, the vote will be taken by the Yeas and Nays.  A vote 
of yes will be in favor of overriding the veto of the Governor.  A 
vote of no will be in favor of sustaining the veto of the Governor." 
 
The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber. 
 
The Secretary opened the vote. 
 

ROLL CALL (#715) 

 
YEAS: Senators: BELLOWS, BRAKEY, BREEN, 

CARPENTER, CARSON, CHENETTE, 
CHIPMAN, COLLINS, CUSHING, DAVIS, 
DESCHAMBAULT, DIAMOND, DILL, 
DION, DOW, GRATWICK, HAMPER, 
HILL, JACKSON, KATZ, KEIM, LANGLEY, 
LIBBY, MAKER, MASON, MILLETT, 
MIRAMANT, ROSEN, SAVIELLO, 
VITELLI, VOLK, WHITTEMORE, 
WOODSOME, PRESIDENT THIBODEAU 

 
NAYS: Senators: None 
 
EXCUSED: Senator: CYRWAY 
 
34 Senators having voted in the affirmative and no Senator 
having voted in the negative, with 1 Senator being excused, and 
34 being more than two-thirds of the members present and 
voting, it was the vote of the Senate that the veto of the Governor 
be OVERRIDDEN and the Bill become law notwithstanding the 

objections of the Governor. 
 
The Secretary has so informed the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
 

_________________________________ 
 

All matters thus acted upon were ordered sent down forthwith for 
concurrence. 

 
_________________________________ 

 
Out of order and under suspension of the Rules, the Senate 
considered the following: 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 
The Following Communication:  S.C. 1062 
 

STATE OF MAINE  
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 

 
6 July 2018 
 
The 128th Legislature of the State of Maine 
State House 
Augusta, ME 

 
Dear Honorable Members of the 128th Legislature: 
 
Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 
2 of the Constitution of the State of Maine, I am hereby vetoing 
LD 238, “An Act to Amend the Maine Medical Marijuana Act.” 
 
LD 238 is the type of unfortunate legislation that places the 
interests of a small, vocal minority before that of everyday 
Mainers. Put plainly, this bill needlessly jeopardizes public health 
and safety under the guise of benefiting patients of Maine’s 
medical marijuana program.  
 
LD 238 allows these types of businesses to operate in the 
absence of department rule or certification, posing a significant 
risk to the public since the legislation allows inherently hazardous 
materials to be used during extraction. Lawmakers need only look 
at the recent incidents in Ellsworth and Biddeford for an example 
of just how dangerous it can be to extract marijuana concentrates 
with these materials. Passing legislation that would permit newly 
established manufacturing facilities to conduct this same work in 
the absence of rule or certification is irresponsible, at best.  
 
As if this were not offensive enough, LD 238 includes an immunity 
provision that shields these new extraction facilities and their 
owners, officers, and employees from “arrest, prosecution, 
search, seizure or penalty in any manner” related to their work. 
Civil penalties and disciplinary action by licensing boards is also 
prohibited. 
 
For these reasons, I return LD 238 unsigned and vetoed.  I 
strongly urge the Legislature to sustain it. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
S/Paul R. LePage 
Governor 
 
READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE. 

 
The accompanying Bill: 
 
An Act To Amend the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act 
(EMERGENCY) 
   S.P. 84  L.D. 238 
 
The President laid before the Senate the following: "Shall this Bill 
become law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor?  In 
accordance with Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the 
Constitution, the vote will be taken by the Yeas and Nays.  A vote 
of yes will be in favor of overriding the veto of the Governor.  A 
vote of no will be in favor of sustaining the veto of the Governor." 
 
The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber. 
 
The Secretary opened the vote. 
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ROLL CALL (#716) 

 
YEAS: Senators: BELLOWS, BRAKEY, BREEN, 

CARPENTER, CARSON, CHENETTE, 
CHIPMAN, COLLINS, DAVIS, 
DESCHAMBAULT, DIAMOND, DILL, 
DION, DOW, GRATWICK, HAMPER, 
HILL, JACKSON, KATZ, KEIM, LANGLEY, 
LIBBY, MAKER, MASON, MILLETT, 
MIRAMANT, ROSEN, SAVIELLO, 
VITELLI, VOLK, WOODSOME 

 
NAYS: Senators: CUSHING, WHITTEMORE, PRESIDENT 

THIBODEAU 
 
EXCUSED: Senator: CYRWAY 
 
31 Senators having voted in the affirmative and 3 Senators 
having voted in the negative, with 1 Senator being excused, and 
31 being more than two-thirds of the members present and 
voting, it was the vote of the Senate that the veto of the Governor 
be OVERRIDDEN and the Bill become law notwithstanding the 

objections of the Governor. 
 
The Secretary has so informed the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
 

_________________________________ 
 

The Following Communication:  S.C. 1063 
 

STATE OF MAINE  
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 

 
6 July 2018 
 
The 128th Legislature of the State of Maine 
State House 
Augusta, ME 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the 128th Legislature: 
 
Under the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 
2 of the Constitution of the State of Maine, I am hereby vetoing 
LD 1321, “An Act To Promote Social and Emotional Learning and 
Development in Early Childhood.” 
 
The Maine Department of Education understands its mission and 
should be allowed to do its job.  This bill represents yet another 
voluntary pilot program that will require staff to take time away 
from their work to study an issue the Department has already 
identified as needing their attention. It is poor public policy to 
make the Department conduct yet another study and issue yet 
another report to gather dust on the Education Committee’s 
bookshelf when they understand there is a need here and are 
working to fill the gap. 
 
For this reason, I return LD 1321 unsigned and vetoed. I strongly 
urge the Legislature to sustain it. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
S/Paul R. LePage 
Governor 
 
READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE. 

 
The accompanying Bill: 
 
An Act To Promote Social and Emotional Learning and 
Development in Early Childhood 
   S.P. 450  L.D. 1321 
 
The President laid before the Senate the following: "Shall this Bill 
become law notwithstanding the objections of the Governor?  In 
accordance with Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the 
Constitution, the vote will be taken by the Yeas and Nays.  A vote 
of yes will be in favor of overriding the veto of the Governor.  A 
vote of no will be in favor of sustaining the veto of the Governor." 
 
The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber. 
 
The Secretary opened the vote. 
 

ROLL CALL (#717) 

 
YEAS: Senators: BELLOWS, BREEN, CARPENTER, 

CARSON, CHENETTE, CHIPMAN, 
COLLINS, DAVIS, DESCHAMBAULT, 
DIAMOND, DILL, DION, DOW, 
GRATWICK, HILL, JACKSON, KATZ, 
LANGLEY, LIBBY, MAKER, MASON, 
MILLETT, MIRAMANT, ROSEN, 
SAVIELLO, VITELLI, VOLK, 
WHITTEMORE, WOODSOME, 
PRESIDENT THIBODEAU 

 
NAYS: Senators: BRAKEY, CUSHING, HAMPER, KEIM 
 
EXCUSED: Senator: CYRWAY 
 
30 Senators having voted in the affirmative and 4 Senators 
having voted in the negative, with 1 Senator being excused, and 
30 being more than two-thirds of the members present and 
voting, it was the vote of the Senate that the veto of the Governor 
be OVERRIDDEN and the Bill become law notwithstanding the 

objections of the Governor. 
 
The Secretary has so informed the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
 

_________________________________ 
 

The Following Communication:  S.C. 1064 
 

STATE OF MAINE  
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 

 
6 July 2018 
 




