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LEGISLATIVE RECORD- HOUSE, March 19, 1997 

TABLED - March 18, 1997 (Till Later Today) by Representative 
DRISCOLL of Calais. 
PENDING - Passage. 

Subsequently, passed and sent up for concurrence. 

BILLS HELD 
Bill "An Act to Amend the Qualifications for the Office of 

Sheriff" (H.P. 609) (L.D. 834) 
- In House, Majority "Ought Not to Pass" Report of the 
Committee on State and Local Government read and 
accepted. 
HELD at the Request of Representative MUSE of South 
Portland. 

Representative MUSE of South Portland moved that the 
House reconsider its action whereby the Majority "Ought Not to 
Pass" Report was accepted. 

On further motion of the same Representative, tabled 
pending his motion to reconsider and specially assigned for 
Thursday, March 20,1997. 

Bill "An Act to Designate Square Dancing as the Official Folk 
Dance of Maine" (H.P. 111) (L.D. 135) 
-In House, Minority "Ought Not to Pass" Report of the 
Committee on State and Local Government read and accepted 
HELD at the Request of Representative BROOKS of Winterport 

Representative BROOKS of Winterport moved that the 
House reconsider its action whereby the Minority "Ought Not to 
Pass" Report was accepted. 

On further motion of the same Representative, tabled 
pending the motion to reconsider and specially assigned for 
Thursday, March 20,1997. 

The following items were taken up out of order by unanimous 
consent: 

SENATE PAPERS 
Bill "An Act to License Home Building Contractors" (S.P. 512) 

(L.D. 1595) 
Bill "An Act Concerning Requirements for Payroll Processing 

Companies" (S.P. 511) (L.D. 1596) 
Came from the Senate, referred to the Committee on 

Business and Economic Development and Ordered Printed. 
Were referred to the Committee on Business and 

Economic Development in concurrence. 

Bill "An Act to Authorize a Police Officer to Impound the 
Motor Vehicle of a Person Arrested for Operating Under the 
Influence or Driving with a Suspended or Revoked License" (S.P. 
496) (L.D. 1527) 

Came from the Senate, referred to the Committee on Legal 
and Veterans Affairs and Ordered Printed. 

Was referred to the Committee on Legal and Veterans 
Affairs in concurrence. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
First Day 

In accordance with House Rule 519, the following item 
appeared on the Consent Calendar for the First Day: 

(H.P. 156) (L.D. 198) Bill "An Act to Amend the Permitting 
Laws for Septic Waste Disposal Sites" Committee on Natural 

Resources reporting "Ought to Pass" as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-67) 

There being no objections, the above item was ordered to 
appear on the Consent Calendar of Thursday, March 20, 1997 
under the listing of Second Day. 

By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon 
were ordered sent forthwith. 

The Chair laid before the House the following item which was 
tabled earlier in today's session: 

Bill "An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for 
the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other 
Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary 
to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal 
Years Ending June 30,1998 and June 30,1999" (EMERGENCY) 
(H.P. 832) (L.D. 1137) (Governor's Bill) 
PENDING - Adoption of Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Portland, Representative Mitchell. 

Representative MITCHELL: Thank you Madam Speaker. I 
am standing in support of Committee Amendment "A," the 
Majority Report for a number of reasons. I believe that this 
budget does everything that we considered most important in our 
committee. As the Chair of the Health and Human Services 
Committee, we deal with real life very, very difficult human 
issues. Our committee went through the budget process and we 
developed a unanimous committee report. I want you to know 
that your colleagues on both sides represented you very well and 
you can feel confident that they addressed critical issues with 
responsibility and fairness. 

In this Committee Report, we funded cuts that had been 
made by the Governor for child development clinics, school 
based clinics, nursing services and we also refunded cuts to the 
local Area Agencies on Aging, Meals-on-Wheels, Legal Services 
for the Elderly, homemaker services, Alzheimer's services and 
respite for families who care for their family members with 
Alzheimer's. Every one of those restorations is reflected in the 
Majority Report. We didn't get everything we wanted, but we 
understand that compromise is necessary and that there are 
competing priorities. We got what we considered most important 
and it is in the Majority Report. 

The Minority Report, on the other hand, ignored our 
unanimous committee report and, in fact, the budget they 
presented to the press cut the services that we all agreed were 
essential. I am proud to vote for the Majority Report because it 
reflects the will of my entire committee. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Calais, Representative Driscoll. 

Representative DRISCOLL: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I also stand in support of Committee 
Amendment "A." I would like to speak on a very important part of 
the amendment, which is the 60/40 split that the Transportation 
Committee was faced with. The Part I Budget amendment 
repealed a provision of law that requires the funding for the 
Bureau of State Police to be 50 percent from the highway fund 
and 50 percent from the General Fund. Since that provision's 
effective date in 1989, it has been used one year, FY 90. Since 
then, budget bills have set levels ranging from 74 percent 
highway fund to 26 percent General Fund to 88 percent highway 
fund and 22 percent General Fund. 

The budget before you provides for 60-percent funding for 
the highway fund and 40 percent funding from the General Fund 
for the next biennium. In dollar terms this is $16.6 million 
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highway fund and $11.1 million General Fund for the fiscal year 
1998 and $15.7 million highway fund and $10.5 million General 
Fund for the fiscal year 1999. It was felt that this percentage 
represents a fair distribution of expenditures for paying for the 
various state police operations, some of which are related to 
highway enforcement and some of which are related to other 
laws of this state. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Winslow, Representative Vigue. 

Representative VIGUE: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I only want to say a few words 
concerning the Business and Economic Committee and to state 
how in the past years we have not adequately supported many of 
the economic, money generating things that we should do. This 
year, in this budget, we have included money for tourism, which 
has never been funded properly in the past. We have money for 
science and technology. If we had adequately done this in the 
last 10 or 20 years, we probably would be overflowing with 
money right now. In there, we have a good sum of money and 
we have money coming from both years. We also have money 
for research and development, which again, is going to generate 
money in the future. We have returned the seats that we have 
for the medical access, for the students that we try to help get to 
get into medical school coming from the State of Maine, where 
we do not, at the present time, have the facilities to take care of 
the students interested in going on to medical school. We have 
introduced the money that had been removed by the second 
floor. We also reintroduced money for the temporary housing for 
some of the poor people that might need this help. The budget 
does a great deal of good future earning dollars for the state. I 
would ask you to please consider this and please vote 
accordingly. Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Topsham, Representative Tripp. 

Representative TRIPP: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I also rise in support of this budget 
before you. I find a very unique part of it called the tax relief 
fund. You can find it on page 221, if you would like to refer to it. 
It is a very unique way of using the extra money that is available 
to the overage of the income tax cap area. The tax relief fund in 
the budget provides genuine tax relief for Maine citizens. The tax 
relief fund does not establish an arbitrary cap that reduces the 
money available to run state government. This is extremely 
important because the tax cap did not take into account the 
effects inflation has on the budget. This tax relief fund does not 
jeopardize the state's AA bond rating, the way the cap does. 
This is extremely important because any downgrade in our bond 
rating adds millions of dollars of interest to the state's debt. This 
becomes an indirect tax brought about by irresponsible fiscal 
policy. The tax relief fund is responsible because it requires the 
state to pay its bills before we reduce our income. The tax relief 
fund allows for input by Maine citizens as how best to target tax 
relief and reduces our tax burden. 

Finally, this money or any money will be discussed by the 
Taxation Committee, which is the policy committee that deals 
with tax relief for our people. I urge you to support this budget. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Ellsworth, Representative Povich. 

Representative POVICH: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. As House Chair of the Criminal Justice 
Committee, I urge your support for the majority budget for the 
following several important reasons. It proposes an additional 
$7.7 million in net funding for critical needs within the 
correctional system. A large portion of these requests is due to 
the change in the Good Time Law, made by the 117th 
Legislature that that is keeping offenders in prison longer and 

making the overcrowding situation worse. It is important to note 
that the Corrections Department found significant savings to 
offset a good portion of their funding needs. These funding 
priorities include $3.7 million over two years for the Northern 
Maine Regional Juvenile Detention Facility. This helps the 
counties to bring home property tax relief. You can take that 
home with you. 

There is $914,000 over two years for the additional support in 
improved services for juvenile offenders at the Maine Youth 
Center. There is $877,000 over two years to move adult females 
requiring minimum and medium security from the medium 
security facility in Windham to Charleston. That is taking them 
out of a dangerous situation and opening up space in Windham 
to reduce the significant overcrowding that has occurred there. It 
is going to save a lawsuit. It is going to save a consent decree. 
There is $1.2 million over two years to establish a mental health 
stabilization unit that will address the needs of a growing number 
of adult prisoners who suffer from mental illness. It is going to 
save a lawsuit. It is going to save a consent decree. 

The budget provides language to require full reimbursement 
for the housing of state prisoners in county jails. The Criminal 
Justice Committee identified $700,000 in savings in the 
Governor's Part I budget to increase funding for community 
corrections over the biennium. You can take that home with you. 
The budget also includes language and shifts the responsibility 
for juvenile detention from county government to the Department 
of Corrections, thereby, reducing a burden on the property 
taxes. You can take that home with you. These are unanimous 
bipartisan, unanimous bipartisan, unanimous bipartisan 
recommendations of the Criminal Justice Committee as 
accepted by the Appropriations Committee. 

We have gone a long way toward improving the safety of our 
correctional system, while working especially to improve 
preventive rehabilitative services at the Maine Youth Center. 
They are not all the funding that we wanted or that was 
requested by the Governor. They meet the most crucial current 
needs as identified by the Criminal Justice Committee. I implore 
your support for the Majority Report. Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Madison, Representative Richard. 

Representative RICHARD: Madam Speaker, Colleagues of 
the House. I rise to thank all of the members of the Education 
and Cultural Services Committee for the long arduous hours 
spent in bipartisan debate on our recommendations for school 
funding. The Appropriations Committee also worked hard to try 
to adhere to our recommendations in the budget and they do 
reflect the substance of our requests to make education a top
funding priority. Not everyone agrees that cushioning is a good 
idea in GPA and we spend hours and hours and hours debating 
cushioning and debating a formula for cushioning so that we 
could come up with something that would be as equitable as 
possible for as many schools in the state. The Appropriations 
Committee has agreed to fund the recommendations that we 
made. This budget does take a step forward toward improving 
the condition of education in the State of Maine today. I would 
urge your support for Committee Amendment "A." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Breman, Representative Pieh. 

Representative PIEH: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I serve on two committees, Marine 
Resources and Health and Human Services. I am a new 
legislator and I have been very impressed by the process of 
decision making and working through problems and issues that I 
have seen on those two committees. When we made 
unanimous reports to the Appropriations Committee on our 
budget, I was very proud of the work that we had done. You 
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have heard from other committees about their unanimous report 
and I know that Agriculture and Inland Fisheries and Wildlife also 
had a unanimous report. I feel that we all participated in working 
out a difficult and challenging, but fair budget. As I sat here 
yesterday and today, I feel that we are mocking that process. I 
think that we are putting individual and partisan agendas in front 
of some hard work that we all did together. I think that we should 
compromise, but we should compromise fairly and well. I urge 
your support of Committee Amendment "A." Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Sanford, Representative Paul. 

Representative PAUL: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. Let me begin by thanking the 
members of the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife for all the time and energy they have put into this 
budget. We have worked very hard to find savings in a difficult 
budget climate. I believe that we have succeeded and I also 
want to thank the Appropriations Committee for accepting our 
recommendations for all the hard work they have put into this 
budget. I believe that this budget is a good document for the 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Department. We are confident that 
our budget discussions with the department have resulted in a 
new outlook on fish and wildlife issues, one that plans on 
meeting future costs by creating new hunting and fishing 
opportunity rather than simply charging more for the same 
services and incorporating some business practices in the 
administration of its program. We strongly feel that these new 
opportunities and administrative changes will put the department 
in a much firmer long-term position. The new revenues will allow 
the department to invest more in marketing Maine's fishing and 
hunting opportunities with the goal of expanding the number of 
people who buy fishing and hunting licenses. These revenues 
also allow the department to invest in much needed capital 
improvement and repairs to department facilities and to cover the 
cost of collective bargaining agreements over the biennium. 

In closing, I would like to point out that contrary to the 
suggestions that this budget is more just tax and spend, the 
Appropriations Committee has agreed with our suggestions to 
cut almost a half a million dollars from the personal services 
General Fund. We have achieved real savings in this budget 
without compromising the mission of the department. This 
budget is the right thing for the State of Maine. I urge my 
colleagues to support the Majority "Ought to Pass" Report. 
Thank you .. 

Representative DONNELLY of Presque Isle presented House 
Amendment "J" (H-43) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Holden, Representative Campbell. 

Representative CAMPBELL: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. We thought we might change the 
landscape a little bit from last night and I will be speaking to this 
motion. Last night we talked some about the legislative budget 
and this particular amendment "J," we are deallocating $1 million 
from the legislative budget, $500,000 each year and restoring 
fully, tree growth. We are taking that million dollars and putting it 
into tree growth. We have all talked about property tax relief. 
We have all talked about helping our communities and this is a 
real opportunity to be able to do that. Tree growth, as we 
discussed the supplemental budget, was very important to many 
members of our caucus and your caucus, so the body, I think, 
would be delighted to, in this case, restore that tree growth and I 
really encourage you to support the amendment and get this on 
the budget as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Representative TOWNSEND of Portland moved that House 
Amendment "J" (H-43) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Portland, Representative Townsend. 

Representative TOWNSEND: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. We have visited both of these issues 
already, although on separate amendments. As was pointed out 
last night, we have nonpartisan staff working day and night, at 
this point, to draft these amendments. There are 66 so far in the 
House. Jim Clair, who I think must be the hardest working man I 
know, went to bed last night at 2:00. He does that on a regular 
basis. Fortunately, he lives near the State House. He is only 
one of a number of staff who work that hard for us. Taking this 
$1 million would be a cut in the direct service that we receive in 
this body. We depend on their work. To cut their salaries, their 
benefits and the numbers of staff would be grossly unfair to them 
and would result in lesser service for us. 

On the issue of tree growth as we noted last night, tree 
growth has been increased in this budget by $6 million. It is a 
tremendous growth over recent years. Furthermore, when it 
comes to budgeting for a tax relief program, it is not necessary to 
budget as if every last person who qualified for it would 
participate. We know from the Circuit Breaker Program that not 
everyone who qualifies takes advantage of the program. 
Therefore, we can spare the million dollars from tree growth, 
which has been cut in the Majority Report, Committee 
Amendment "A." I urge you to join me in defeating this 
amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Nobleboro, Representative Spear. 

Representative SPEAR: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. Tree growth, even in my own town, 
might not be so important, but in all the towns that surround me, 
it is important. I am from the coast. You think of tree growth as 
a program for the people in the northlands. It isn't. It affects the 
people all along the coast, down east, up north and all over this 
whole state. I think we owe it to these towns to live up to this 
commitment. I know we in the Taxation Committee and we just 
heard a few moments ago about all the good work the 
committees have done and it has come to this unanimous vote. 
Well, here is an example that our committee came to a 
unanimous vote that we should fund tree growth to its fullest 
extent. The reason is that if we do not fund this to its fullest 
extent, it puts a heavier burden on the remaining taxpayers in the 
towns that participate in this program. 

We have found that for a number of years that this is a real 
worthwhile program. I know it is a good program and these 
towns and the taxpayers in these towns that don't participate in 
the program deserve to get this money back. We talk about tax 
relief and this is the perfect way to do it. I would sincerely hope 
that this amendment, in my opinion, makes a lot of sense. We 
are putting it back to the people and I realize we are taking some 
money away, but we have a legislative budget here that is more 
than fully funded. It is quite a percent higher than last year, 
which we had a surplus in. I think that we can live without that 
money here. Let's send it back to the towns that really deserve it 
and have earned it. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Dover-Foxcroft, Representative Cross. 

Representative CROSS: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. In regards to this particular bill, we 
made a promise two years ago and that promise, this year, was 
to fully fund tree growth reimbursement. During the last election, 
many of us campaigned on an effort to cut taxes and cut the size 
of the Maine State Legislature. We can do this very simply. We 
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can cut $500,000 from the legislative budget in both years. This 
returns $1 million to the towns for tree growth reimbursement. 
When tree growth started and over the years, it went from 20 
percent to 90 percent return. It stayed at 20 percent all the time 
that I was a town manager. If we are ever going to have a 
chance to make good on a promise that we made to the people 
of the State of Maine, this is the year to do it. You have 
increased the budget by $250 million for this year and next year. 
We are saying, let's give $1 million back to the town, which a 
gain in tree growth reimbursement is a direct hit on property 
taxes. I urge you to back this particular amendment. Thank you 
very much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Buxton, Representative Vedral. 

Representative VEDRAL: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I want to fill you in a little bit on why I ran 
for office this year. The reason is because I was a little upset 
that this body would make promises over and over again, year 
after year. The frustration level got quite high. Here I see a 
chance for us to live up to the promises that we have made 
where we have established a program and now to fund it and 
give that property tax relief to the towns that we have promised 
and to make sure that we are not forcing other property owners 
in the town to pick up the cost of this program. I hear that we 
have some very hard workers in our committees that have put 
out wonderful recommendations to the Appropriations Committee 
to produce a perfect budget that needs no amendment, but I do 
differ with you on this. In this case, I believe that we should fund 
our promises to the full amount that we promised and I urge you 
to vote against this motion to Indefinitely Postpone. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Kossuth Township, Representative Bunker. 

Representative BUNKER: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I don't think anybody in here that has 
been around a couple of years is going to disagree that I am a 
firm supporter of tree growth and as a matter a fact, I had a lead 
bill in this House to fully fund tree growth. I am also the guy that 
stood up here more than one time in the past and said that we 
are going to pay our bills first before we move on and cut any 
taxes or do anything else. We want to pay our bills and our 
commitment to the people now and first. I am very proud to say 
that we have done great things in the last few years to deal with 
that. This budget goes leaps and bounds over the budget we 
had two years ago to, again, try to fully meet the commitments 
that we have to the people and our communities. I am very 
proud to go back and say that we have put another $6 odd 
million ars into tree growth and brought it from 34 percent up to 
about 88 or 89 percent, not the 90-percent level. Also, that we 
stripped the language in the second part of this biennium that 
says that from this day forward, this is going to be fully funded. 
We have done our work on tree growth ladies and gentlemen, 
let's defeat this motion and move on and adopt the budget. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Hartland, Representative Stedman. 

Representative STEDMAN: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I rise to ask you to defeat the motion on 
the floor. I wish to reiterate what Representative Spear had to 
say. Communities all over the State of Maine, coastal towns with 
high land values and many acres in tree growth and small towns 
with low evaluation which cannot afford to do without tax refunds 
are affected by tree growth bills. In my own town, if we get our 
full refund, we would be paying our one town clerk's salary. 
Towns who are eligible and this was mentioned earlier, not all 
towns participate, sometimes do not participate because they do 
not expect to get anywhere near what is due them. I would ask 
that you defeat the motion on the floor and go ahead and pass 

this amendment as presented. On the vote, I would ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

Representative STEDMAN of Hartland requested a roll call 
on the motion to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "J" (H-
43) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse. 

Representative WATERHOUSE: Madam Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House. I don't think the issue is if 
anybody up here works hard. I think we all work hard. I know a 
lot of people back home work hard. I know my wife works hard. 
I certainly work hard when I am at my regular job and at this one 
too, when I am shingling a work or whatever. This has to do with 
priorities. It doesn't have to do with funding it at the 35-percent 
level, the 45-percent level or the 85 percent. It has to do with 
funding it at the full level. I have towns in my area that are now 
saying that people who have shorefront property and a little 
acreage of land behind them to make the 10 acre or whatever 
threshold, putting their property into tree growth. These small 
towns and this property is assessed at a very high level. I have 
one town that has property that was accessed at $120,000 and I 
think the tax was $1,020 or something like that. When they put it 
in tree growth it got accessed way, way down and now they get 
$12. These small towns can't afford to do this. This is a case of 
priorities. We ought to put this money where it belongs and 
make our commitment full and not at a certain percentage below 
that full amount. I urge you to defeat the pending motion. Thank 
you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Union, Representative Savage. 

Representative SAVAGE: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. One of the earlier speakers impressed 
upon us how hard the staff worked. We all agree with that. We 
do thank them from the bottom of our heart. I know in our 
committee room our staff has worked very hard for us in 
Transportation. Back home in my district, there are people who 
are working very hard. There are people who are working two 
jobs to pay their taxes. This is one step that we can take to help 
those people who are working two jobs to pay their taxes. Thank 
you. 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House 
Amendment "J" (H-43) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 22 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, Dunlap, 
Dutremble, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, 
Gagnon, Gamache, Goodwin, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, 
Jones SL, Kane, Kerr, Kontos, Lemaire, Mailhot, McKee, 
Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Perry, Pieh, 
Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, Samson, 
Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, Skoglund, 
Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Tuttle, 
Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Wright, Madam 
Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, 
Bodwell, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, 
Chizmar, Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, 
Foster, Gerry, Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, 
Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, LaVerdiere, 
Layton, Lemke, Lemont, Lindahl, Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, 
Madore, Marvin, Mayo, McAlevey, McElroy, Meres, Murphy, 
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Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, 
Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Savage, Snowe-Mello, 
Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, Treadwell, True, Underwood, 
Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winglass, Winn, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Ott. 
Yes, 77; No, 71; Absent, 3; Excused, o. 
77 having voted in the affirmative and 71 voted in the 

negative, with 3 being absent, House Amendment "J" (H-43) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Representative LEMONT of Kittery presented House 
Amendment "K" (H-44) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Kittery, Representative Lemont. 

Representative LEMONT: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I am concerned about the Magnet 
School being able to maintain its excellent level of education. 
Unfortunately, in this budget, the Magnet School is underfunded 
greatly and creates a hardship for the students and 
administration at this fine school. If this amendment is 
successful, it takes the defunded money of the Magnet School 
and this money will follow these students back to their public 
schools, because, as you probably know, the GPA has one of its 
components is the student population. This amendment would 
obviously return a small portion of this money directly to the 
school districts that had lost these students. All the money 
would go to GPA. 

This money would allow the public school districts to continue 
to offer the programs and courses, which they now have, for 
example, weighted classes, honor classes, independent studies, 
gifted and talented, science Olympics and the math leagues. 
These are all programs that would directly benefit these 
exceptional students. I hope you will join me in passing this 
amendment. Thank you. 

Representative STEVENS of Orono moved that House 
Amendment "K" (H-44) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Orono, Representative Stevens. 

Representative STEVENS: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I see this amendment as a win, win 
situation. When we received the Chief Executive's budget on 
our Appropriations Committee table, we were really in a tough 
decision deciding about this Magnet School for science in 
Limestone. In deference to some of our friends in this chamber 
who represent areas that service the Limestone facility and for 
those of us who have students who attend the Limestone School, 
we did include it back into our budget. I will be voting against 
this amendment and I will be interested to see how this body 
does. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Penobscot, Representative Perkins. 

Representative PERKINS: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I don't know if you all realize this, but if 
you have degrees in nuclear physics and have been teaching or 
working in the field of physics for 20 years, you can't get a job in 
the public schools unless you have taken basic education 
courses one, two and three? You probably already know that, 
but the question is, I wonder how many of you have ever taken 
any of those courses, basic education one, two and three. I 
support the Magnet School for one major reason. You can get a 
job up there with these kinds of qualifications. You don't have to 
take those courses. That is enough for me. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Limestone, Representative O'Neal. 

Representative O'NEAL: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. The Maine School of Science and Mathematics is 
a practical, cost efficient way of offering high quality education to 
bright and gifted students, no matter their social or economic 
background. Continued state support for the MSSM is an 
investment in the future of the State of Maine. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Standish, Representative Mack. 

Representative MACK: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. I also am in favor of the Magnet School. I am 
going to vote against the pending motion to Indefinitely 
Postpone. I urge my colleagues to join me. Even though I do 
favor the Magnet School, my honorable colleague from Kittery 
deserves his amendment to be voted on, so we can vote on his 
amendment and then debate the Magnet School. 

The Chair ordered a division on the motion to indefinitely 
postpone House Amendment "K" (H-44) to Committee 
Amendment "A" (H-15). 

Representative BARTH of Bethel requested a roll call on the 
motion to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "K" (H-44) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House 
Amendment "K" (H-44) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 
All those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 23 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Barth, 

Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry RL, Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, 
Brooks, Buck, Bull, Bumps, Bunker, Campbell, Carleton, 
Chartrand, Chick, Chizmar, Clark, Clukey, Colwell, Cowger, 
Cross, Davidson, Desmond, Donnelly, Driscoll, Dunlap, 
Dutremble, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisk, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, 
Gagnon, Gamache, Gerry, Gieringer, Gooley, Green, Hatch, 
Honey, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, 
Joyner, Kane, Kerr, Kneeland, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Layton, 
Lemaire, Lemke, Lovett, Madore, Mailhot, Mayo, Mitchell JE, 
Morgan, Murphy, Muse, Nickerson, O'Brien, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, 
Perkins, Perry, Pieh, Plowman, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, 
Richard, Rines, Rowe, Samson, Sanborn, Savage, Saxl JW, 
Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, Skoglund, Spear, Stanley, 
Stevens, Taylor, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, True, 
Tuttle, Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Waterhouse, Watson, 
Wheeler EM, Winsor, Wright, Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Berry DP, Bigl, Bodwell, Bragdon, Cianchette, Dexter, 
Fisher, Foster, Goodwin, Kasprzak, Labrecque, Lane, Lemont, 
Lindahl, MacDougall, Mack, Marvin, McAlevey, McElroy, McKee, 
Meres, Nass, Ott, Peavey, Pendleton, Pinkham RG, 
Pinkham WD, Snowe-Mello, Stedman, Tobin, Treadwell, 
Underwood, Vedral, Wheeler GJ. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Winglass, Winn. 
Yes, 113; No, 34; Absent, 4; Excused, O. 
113 having voted in the affirmative and 34 voted in the 

negative, with 4 being absent, House Amendment "K" (H-44) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Representative DONNELLY of Presque Isle presented House 
Amendment "L" (H-45) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Presque Isle, Representative Donnelly. 

Representative DONNELLY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I will bring you back to the debate of last 
night when someone talked about setting funding priorities and 
some things that were not being done in this budget that ought to 
be done. This is an issue that I have heard a lot about from 
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colleagues on both sides of the aisle:, It is not an easy issue to 
deal with. It is not an easy one to talk about because it is part of 
the shame of Maine. We have some lawsuits that have occurred 
in the State of Maine because of the way that we treat our most 
vulnerable citizens. We have been sued and we are under court 
consent decrees for Pineland and AMHI. While some of the 
class members, as they are frequently called, are being provided 
a particular level of service, it is a continuing concern of many 
has been those who did not have the good fortune or misfortune, 
depending on how you look at it, of being in those institutions at 
the time when the lawsuits came. They are not covered by those 
consents and there are many vulnerable citizens who do not 
have their community-based services. 

This amendment deappropriates $500,000 in FY 1997-98 
from the Maine Economic Improvement Strategy and 
appropriates the same amounts for additional community-based 
services to children with mental retardation and children with 
mental health needs. The amendment also removes the 
authority for the Maine Economic Improvement Strategy to 
receive up to $2 million from available balances at the close of 
the fiscal year 1997-98 and substitutes the funding for additional 
community-based services to children with mental retardation 
and children with mental health needs. This is an amendment 
that I hope that we can join together and support. It is a small 
amendment to a big budget, but it will mean a lot to some of our 
most vulnerable citizens and I hope that we can work together on 
this. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Portland, Representative Mitchell. 

Representative MITCHELL: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I am thrilled to hear of the concern for the 
children and people with mental illness and mental retardation. 
That is priority for our committee and we have been working on 
this issue for months and will continue to do so. I am now very 
encouraged that you will support a number of these bills. 
However, I would like to ask Representative Donnelly if this is 
such a priority, why did he cut funds for the Department of 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation in the Republican budget? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Portland, 
Representative Mitchell has posed a question through the Chair 
to the Representative from Presque Isle, Representative 
Donnelly. The Chair recognizes that Representative. 

Representative DONNELLY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I am always glad to talk about anything 
you would like. To answer Representative Mitchell from 
Portland's question, in the revised version of the Republican 
budget, which is not before us and is not an issue to us right 
now, this was funded. The Minority Report, once again, the only 
thing that is in the Minority Report that is on our desks tonight is 
General Purpose Aid to Education at the same funding levels as 
the majority party. Again, we share that major piece of common 
ground and continue to hope that we can work together to finish 
this budget together. Thank you. 

Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that House 
Amendment "L" (H-45) to Committee Amendment "An (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Livermore, Representative Berry. 

Representative BERRY: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. The Representative from Presque Isle, 
Representative Donnelly mentioned that we had spoken where 
they would prefer to spend money on mental health and mental 
retardation over other programs. I believe I was one of those 
folks that said that and I still believe that. However, I heard that 
last night too, in our committee as we took our vote on the 
committee, on bills regarding this account, there is very little 

support from the folks that were on the Minority Report. I didn't 
see where there was a lot of concern on that committee for these 
folks. We know the issue here is the budget and we want to 
pass a budget. I am going to move Indefinite Postponement of 
House Amendment "L" to Committee Amendment "A." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse. 

Representative WATERHOUSE: Madam Speaker, May I 
pose a question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative WATERHOUSE: Thank you. It is my 

understanding that this is a pool of money that is set aside by the 
administration for the possibility of the state to buy Sears Island if 
they wanted to go ahead and do something with a deepwater 
port and further, the second part of my question is, is there an 
organization now looking at developing Mack Island to do the 
same thing? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Bridgton, 
Representative Plowman has posed a question through the 
Chair to anyone who may care to respond. The Chair recognizes 
the Representative from Saco, Representative Kane. 

Representative KANE: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I am as delighted as Representative 
Mitchell to hear Representative Donnelly express his advocacy 
and commitment to the mental health of children. I spent 35 
years of my professional life serving the mental health needs of 
children here in Maine and to hear the leadership of the 
Republican Party now expressing this kind of commitment makes 
me feel that maybe the mental health needs of children will be 
well addressed in the next session of the Legislature. I think, at 
this point, we are, like everyone else, having to work within the 
limitations of resources available and must defer getting 
everything that we would like to get. I surely look forward in the 
future to the kind of bipartisan collaboration for mental health that 
is in evidence this evening. Thank you Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgton, Representative Kerr. 

Representative KERR: Madam Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. Representative Waterhouse posed a question. I 
didn't have the amendment or else I would have risen much 
quicker. This does not take the money from Sears Island. This 
takes the $2 million from the research and development piece. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Hampden, Representative Plowman. 

Representative PLOWMAN: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose her question. 
Representative PLOWMAN: Thank you. Would someone 

please explain to me the specific purpose and expense of the R 
& D Program and what it means to the State of Maine, so that 
when I make a choice, I can look past all the good warm fuzzy 
feelings and find out where the money is going. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Hampden, 
Representative Plowman has posed a question through the 
Chair to anyone who may care to respond. The Chair recognizes 
the Representative from Presque Isle, Representative Donnelly. 

Representative DONNELLY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I am disappointed to see that Indefinite 
Postponement has been moved on this issue, but I understand 
that may be an agreement where you just don't accept any 
amendments. I understand that. What I would hope we would 
do as we talk about how we want to help the population we are 
talking about now, our children with mental health and mental 
retardation needs that we can clearly and succinctly, not just 
stand up and talk about how next session when there is no 
money left, because we have already finished out budget, we are 
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going to take care of these needs. I think we need to be aware 
here that there have been enough empty promises to our most 
vulnerable population. 

The budget is here and the budget is here now. There is no 
money after this. This is a balanced budget to the best of my 
knowledge, which does not leave surplus funds over and above, 
I believe, $300,000 for the table. The amendment before us 
does not cure all the needs, but it is a choice between an 
ongoing need, an obligation and a new program, which I might 
add, has not had a public hearing yet. It is a real choice. It is a 
serious amendment and if you don't like the Representative who 
is presenting it, please kill it and have somebody on your side of 
the aisle put it forward. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Old Orchard Beach, Representative Kerr. 

Representative KERR: Madam Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. I think that this $500,000 that is being 
deappropriated in FY 97-98 is real money. The other portion of 
this amendment removes the authority of the Maine Economic 
Improvement Strategy to receive up to $2 million from available 
balances. This amendment is predicated on possible surplus 
revenues. For those people in this chamber that would want to 
support this amendment, rather than the Indefinite 
Postponement of this amendment, I want you to feel at ease, 
because as you learn more about the Democratic budget before 
you and as the night gets later, you will see that yes, this report 
was built around bipartisan support and it does take care of the 
most vulnerable people in this state given the limited resources 
that we do have. 

As I said to you yesterday, it addresses not all the needs, but 
generally most of the needs in many of these areas that we are 
all concerned about. Let's not use these amendments to say 
that you want to put more money in these different agencies and 
departments and that is being predicated on surplus revenues. 
This Majority Report is not predicated on balancing the money on 
surplus revenues. For those of you who talk about a Minority 
Report from the other side of the aisle, I welcome to read that 
document. Maybe there is continued common ground, but 
without a document to debate and only looking at General 
Purpose Aid to Education funding at 2 percent and 3 percent with 
a $3 million cushion each year of the biennium, we don't know 
what the other two-thirds of your budget looks like. The budget 
that is before you was built amongst us collectively and the 
committee process in public and we welcome that. This budget 
does provide tax relief and I hope that you vote for the 
amendment that will be forthcoming that will also earmark a 
dollar amount for tax relief. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Kennebunk, Representative Murphy. 

Representative MURPHY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. Earlier we had listened to speeches by 
the chair and I am in total agreement with what those chairs said. 
As a former member who returned, who remembers a very 
poisoned atmosphere in this chamber and I am very concerned 
about what direction this chamber is moving. I was very 
pleasantly surprised that in committee after committee 
Republicans and Democrats worked together and we are 
beginning to see those reports begin to come out on the floor. 
The difficulties working in committee aren't just partisan 
differences, they are rural versus urban, north versus south, as 
my seatmate is continually reminding me, as well as our 
philosophical differences. My concern is that the process has 
stopped. That same willingness to work together to identify 
those priorities and to work through our differences, has stopped. 
I, for one, don't understand why that happened. 

I didn't come to Augusta to create a shutdown. I didn't come 
to Augusta to be someone that would obstruct a budget. I have 
seen historically, even in a poisoned atmosphere, this 
Legislature reach a two-thirds consensus. I read a clipping today 
of the politicians in Massachusetts saying ... 

The SPEAKER questions the germaineness of the topic. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 

from Portland, Representative Townsend. 
Representative TOWNSEND: Madam Speaker, Men and 

Women of the House. I think the remarks that have been made 
so far are all really interesting and very much on target. I will 
rejoice if we can reach a two-thirds budget, particularly if it 
includes funding for these programs. The difficulty that I have 
come to appreciate as a member of the committee is that each 
one us could find a source of funding for a program that we care 
very much about. I, for one, could have funded this program 
from the cut proposed in House Amendment "K," the Maine 
School of Science and Mathematics. However, that program had 
overwhelming support in this body and I recognized that in order 
to pass the budget, we needed to go ahead and fund that 
program. 

While I appreciate the desire on all sides to fund the 
programs related to people with mental retardation and mental 
health and would very much like to work toward finding a solution 
to those, what I cannot support is the proposed amendment, 
which takes them from a very important program, a very 
worthwhile program and would endanger the health and future of 
the budget. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Poland, Representative Snowe-Mello. 

Representative SNOWE-MELLO: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. As you may know, I serve on the Health 
and Human Services Committee and I enjoy doing so. I see 
there is a tremendous financial need for community-based 
services to children with mental retardation and children with 
mental health needs. Many of the constituents of my 
constituency work in this field. I really feel that I have to speak 
for them. Since I do not know what the economic improvement 
strategy will do precisely, I do know what will happen if we fund 
this noble cause. I feel that we need to put money to help our 
constituents who do need our help. I urge you, fellow members, 
to vote for House Amendment "L" and against Indefinite 
Postponement of this amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Hampden, Representative Plowman. 

Representative PLOWMAN: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I have asked the question as to what this 
very important program is? I haven't received an answer. I don't 
know what it does for the State of Maine. I don't know why we 
are going to let it have $2 million, if we have it, without even 
knowing what might be that much more important at the end of 
1998. I do know that cutting your nose off to spite your face is 
not a good way to do business. I do know that if you walk out of 
here and you can justify to your constituents that it was on 
principle that you turned down this much money and I am sorry, 
but we are sticking together and we are saying no. That is 
wonderful. We can work on this later. That is great, but why 
should these kids have to wait when a program that we haven't 
even decided we like, by the way, having been told by the 
majority of a nonpolicy committee, that I am going to love this 
program, doesn't convince me that one, I am going to love it and 
two, that I should fund it. It has .not been voted on. You are 
deciding policy in the committee, which was pointed out to us 
some time ago when we decided to go to this format. 

Everyone has become an advocate for the programs that 
come before their committee and the only thing we have to do is 
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overcome the Appropriations Committee policy making. I am not 
a member of the Appropriations Committee. I am a member of 
the House of Representatives. I am a member of the Judiciary 
Committee and I will come to you and tell you how I feel about 
the policy decisions before the Judiciary Committee and I will put 
it out to you to vote on the policy, just as Human Services will 
come to you and just as Criminal Justice will come to you, but 
there has not been a public hearing. You cannot gage the level 
of public support. You cannot gauge the support of this body. 
You are going to take weeks because, no matter what I say, I 
have to live with your budget. I know that and everybody here 
knows that. The people of the State of Maine know that. We 
have to live with that budget. The children with special needs 
have to live with your budget and your decisions because the 
minute it comes out of here, you can hold up a roll call all you 
want, but we are all tarred with the same brush. We all suffer 
from the public image of us and sometimes as my uncle says, 
"Somebody just has to be the big man and stop." 

Maybe this is the amendment. Personally, I thought the 
education one was good along with several other ones, but boy, 
when the rubber hits the road, this is the one that I cannot 
understand. All partisanship aside, everything aside, I know that 
I am not getting anywhere because I see heads shaking and 
people laughing and grinning because it doesn't matter. Well, to 
me, it matters. It is going to matter to the people in my district 
and to the people all over the State of Maine who have 
emotionally handicapped children and mentally handicapped 
children that a partisan battle to save a program nobody has ever 
heard of or espoused, that has been offered up for sacrifice, is 
going to be turned down because you can. If you are proud, God 
love you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Naples, Representative Thompson. 

Representative THOMPSON: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I am touched by the outpouring of caring I 
am hearing here tonight. If I thought for a moment that the 
passing of one of these amendments would get the votes of the 
Republican Party on this budget, I would start thinking about it. 
Let's tell the truth all around the room. What we have here is a 
series of amendments to get roll call votes and nothing more. 

If I thought that voting against the Indefinite Postponement of 
this amendment would result in the passage of Committee 
Amendment "A," I would be right there with you, but I know and 
you know, it is not going to happen. Let's call it what it is. Thank 
you Madam Speaker. 

The Chair ordered a division on the motion to indefinitely 
postpone House Amendment "L" (H-4S) to Committee 
Amendment "A" (H-1S). 

Representative BARTH of Bethel requested a roll call on the 
motion to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "L" (H-4S) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House 
Amendment "L" (H-4S) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 24 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, 
Dunlap, Dutremble, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, 
Gagne, Gagnon, Gamache, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, 
Kane, Kerr, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lemke, Mailhot, 
McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Perry, 
Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, 

Samson, Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, 
Skoglund, Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, 
Tripp, Tuttle, Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, 
Wright, Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger OJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, 
Bodwell, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, 
Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, Foster, Gerry, 
Gieringer, Goodwin, Gooley, Honey, Jones SL, Jones SA, Joy, 
Joyce, Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, 
Lemont, Lindahl, Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, 
Mayo, McAlevey, McElroy, Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, 
O'Brien, Ott, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, 
Pinkham WD, Plowman, Savage, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, 
Taylor, Tobin, Treadwell, True, Underwood, Vedral, Waterhouse, 
Wheeler EM, Winglass, Winn, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron. 
Yes, 78; No, 71; Absent, 2; Excused, O. 
78 having voted in the affirmative and 71 voted in the 

negative, with 2 being absent, House Amendment "L" (H-4S) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S) was indefinitely postponed. 

The House recessed until 7:00 p.m. 

(After Recess) 

The House was called to order by the Speaker. 

Representative DONNELLY of Presque Isle presented House 
Amendment "N" (H-SO) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Presque Isle, Representative Donnelly. 

Representative DONNELLY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. House Amendment "N" simply removes 
the language from the budget that establishes a blue ribbon 
commission to study the last blue ribbon commission and the last 
blue ribbon commission on the funding of education from the 
budget. That is as simple as it gets. That is what it does. There 
is a study in this budget that asks for a commission to read the 
report of the former commissions and this removes that. Thank 
you. 

Representative STEVENS of Orono moved that House 
Amendment "N" (H-SO) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The Chair ordered a division on the motion to indefinitely 
postpone House Amendment "N" (H-SO) to Committee 
Amendment "A" (H-1S). 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Northport, Representative Lindahl. 

Representative LINDAHL: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative LINDAHL: Thank you Madam Speaker. I 

don't recall having had any debate on this blue ribbon 
commission on the floor of the House. Could I have an 
explanation of some sort? Was this heard through committee? 
Has the committee voted on it or is this just included in the 
budget with no input in the matter? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Northport, 
Representative Lindahl has posed a question through the Chair 
to anyone who may care to respond. The Chair recognizes the 
Representative from Madison, Representative Richard. 
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Representative RICHARD: This is a very difficult issue. 
There are some wordings here that were not worded exactly as it 
was meant to be and some things that weren't exactly as they 
were meant to be. I don't really know how to explain all of this. 
We have been working on another amendment that I think will 
cover all of this satisfactorily. It would actually cover everything. 
I think the problem that is trying to be covered in this particular 
amendment, but it will do some other things too, but I can't talk 
about that because it is not before us. I would urge you to defeat 
this amendment and feel assured that the concern that you are 
expressing in this amendment will be taken care of later. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Hartland, Representative Stedman. 

Representative STEDMAN: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. In answer to Representative Lindahl's 
question, no, this did not come before us on Education. We did 
include in our original budget the amount of money that was set 
aside for this particular item as a direct funding for the study that 
we wanted done. It did not include a blue ribbon commission 
wording. That money was taken out of that particular 
presentation and put into this item. Thank you. 

Representative STEDMAN of Hartland requested a roll call 
on the motion to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "N" (H-
50) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement House 
Amendment "N" (H-50) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 25 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, 
Dunlap, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, 
Gagnon, Gamache, Goodwin, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, 
Jones SL, Kane, Kerr, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lemke, Mailhot, 
McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Perry, 
Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, 
Samson, Sanborn, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, Skoglund, 
Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Tuttle, 
Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Winn, Wright, 
Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, Bodwell, Bragdon, 
Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, Cianchette, Clukey, 
Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, Foster, Gerry, Gieringer, Gooley, 
Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, 
Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lemont, Lindahl, Lovett, MacDougall, 
Mack, Madore, Marvin, Mayo, McAlevey, McElroy, Meres, 
Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, Ott, Peavey, Pendleton, 
Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, Savage, Snowe
Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, Treadwell, True, 
Underwood, Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, Winglass, 
Winsor. 

ABSENT - Belanger DJ, Bruno, Cameron, Dutremble, 
Kontos, Saxl JW. 

Yes, 78; No, 67; Absent, 6; Excused, O. 
78 having voted in the affirmative and 67 voted in the 

negative, with 6 being absent, House Amendment "N" (H-50) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Representative WATERHOUSE of Bridgton presented House 
Amendment UP" (H-52) to Committee Amendment "An (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse. 

Representative WATERHOUSE: Madam Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House. Like a lot of people in here, I had 
this budget document put on my desk yesterday morning. I went 
through it as fast as I could before we went into committee so I 
could read as much of it as I could to see what was in it. I 
happened to come upon this item which funds the Family Law 
Court Division. It is a new program that we just happened to be 
having a hearing on that afternoon at 1 :30. I thought that was 
quite amazing. I couldn't understand why it was already funded 
when we hadn't even had the public hearing. We haven't had 
the work session. We haven't voted on it. The House hasn't 
debated it. The other body hasn't debated it. Usually the 
process, this is my second term in the 117th, we set a policy that 
the committees of jurisdiction would have an input into the 
budget process. This, I feel, circumvented that. When we had 
bills that had fiscal notes, as I mentioned earlier today, those bills 
went on the Appropriations Table and competed with other 
worthy projects or legislation that we later on decided were worth 
funding. 

There was a lot of people up there during the public hearing, 
some for this bill and some against this bill. We have not had 
the work session on it yet. We have not voted on it yet. What 
this amendment will do is cut this money out. It will be $453,264 
in General Funds over two years that will be allocated to surplus 
revenues. This money could go on the Appropriations Table and 
compete with the other bills that we have before us that will be 
on the Appropriations Table with that $300,000 some odd dollars 
to compete for this money. That is the way it should be as far as 
I am concerned. If we decide not to vote for this Family Law 
Court Division legislation, we can put that money into the surplus 
revenue fund and use it to bring down the tax burdens on the 
citizens of the State of Maine. So, not only is it a process 
situation, I think it is a fiscal, prudent and responsible way to do 
business. I hope you vote for my amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Enfield, Representative Lane. 

Representative LANE: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative LANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Could I 

ask someone from the Judiciary Committee to explain this bill? I 
think they heard it yesterday. Could I have someone explain that 
to me please? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Enfield, 
Representative Lane has posed a question through the. Chair to 
anyone who may care to respond. 

Representative THOMPSON of Naples moved that House 
Amendment "P" (H-52) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The same Representative requested a roll call on his motion 
to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "P" (H-52) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Augusta, Representative O'Brien. 

Representative O'BRIEN: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I just have to say, personally, I am 
very, very interested in the idea of the Family Law Court. For 
several years, I have followed, I have thought about this concept 
and I have read a lot on it. I think it has some real potential to 
deal with many of our issues regarding domestic abuse, divorce 
and child abuse, but I have to go on record as saying that I will 
vote against the motion to Indefinitely Postpone because, as my 
esteemed colleague, Representative Waterhouse has said, I 
have a real problem with the process. I think that this did not get 
the full hearing and full work. Many of these issues haven't and I 
have a real problem with that. Although I fully support the study 
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of the Family Law Court, I need to go on record as saying that I 
can't support this amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse. 

Representative WATERHOUSE: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I want to go on record, too. I am not 
saying that I am against this legislation. I don't know yet. I 
heard the public hearing the other day. We have not had the 
work session. That is the whole point. Until we have the work 
session and have done the research on this legislation to see if 
one, we can afford it, two, if it's necessary, three, if it is 
redundant and so forth and so on. It has nothing to do with 
whether this legislation is good or bad. We haven't found out 
yet. Those of you who support this and have done the research, 
before it came to our public hearing, you know about this 
proposal. Some of us don't and that is the crux of the situation. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Enfield, Representative Lane. 

Representative LANE: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I, too, am very interested in such a 
system being set up. I know our judicial system is very much 
overcrowded and I am sure most of you know too. I am very sad 
that it has to happen this way because it is a piece of legislation 
that I would have loved to have followed, sat in the work 
sessions and asked a lot of questions. There is an awful lot of 
questions that I am not being allowed to ask. Again, it certainly 
isn't because this is a bad idea. I think the idea that the concept 
of it is a very good one. I am not sure who is going to be 
appointed, who they are accountable to, how much it is going to 
cost and where they are going to be assigned. I am not sure if 
DHS is going to hire them. I don't know about you, but I have 
heard a lot of complaints about DHS since I have been in this 
office. I think probably more complaints concerning DHS than 
anything else. This piece of legislation is a crucial piece of 
legislation that needs very careful, thorough review. I ask you to 
defeat the impending motion, which is to Indefinitely Postpone 
this amendment. Thank you. 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Hampden, Representative Plowman. 

Representative PLOWMAN: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose her question. 
Representative PLOWMAN: Thank you Madam Speaker. 

This is an honest to goodness quandary I am in. If we don't pass 
these, can you tell me where the money in the budget goes to. 
Does it go to the table or are we committed to implementing 
these, even if we don't pass them on the floor here? I am really 
confused about the process. Could someone explain it to me? 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Hampden, 
Representative Plowman has posed a question through the 
Chair to anyone who may care to respond. 

A roll call has been ordered. The pending question before 
the House is Indefinite Postponement of House Amendment "P" 
(H-52) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). All those in favor 
will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 26 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, Bigl, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, Dunlap, 
Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, 
Gamache, Gerry, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, 
Kane, Kerr, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Mailhot, McKee, 

Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Perry, Pieh, 
Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, Samson, 
Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, Skoglund, 
Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Tuttle, 
Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Wright, Madam 
Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bodwell, 
Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, Chizmar, 
Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, Foster, 
Gieringer, Goodwin, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, 
Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lemont, 
Lindahl, Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, Mayo, 
McAlevey, McElroy, Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, 
Ott, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, 
Plowman, Savage, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, 
Treadwell, True, Underwood, Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, 
Winglass, Winn, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Dutremble, Lemke. 
Yes, 78; No, 69; Absent, 4; Excused, o. 
78 having voted in the affirmative and 69 voted in the 

negative, with 4 being absent, House Amendment "P" (H-52) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Representative BARTH of Bethel presented House 
Amendment "Q" (H-53) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bethel, Representative Barth. 

Representative BARTH: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. What does this amendment do? It 
deletes the blue ribbon commission from the Committee 
Amendment "A" language in that document, which is under 
discussion tonight. That includes language that gives people the 
impression that we are doing away with learning results and the 
assessment of learning results and that certainly is not the intent. 
We are taking that language out of the budget bill so that it will 
avoid confusing the facts. What it does is it restores $75,000 for 
the study of essential services, which is already begun by the 
state board at the direction of the 117th Legislature. That 
committee has not been able to meet for a long time now and 
myself being a member of it, I know that because of the lack of 
funding. Most of that money will go for the research necessary 
and the data necessary to establish exactly what essential 
services are that every school unit should provide across the 
State of Maine so that we will be able then to fund essential 
services across the state to ensure or to help ensure that every 
child has an equal opportunity for their education. In doing that, 
this will necessarily impinge on the funding formula and the 
amount of money that we put into the formula. 

For those of you who have concerns about the funding 
formula, it will be addressed in part by the study of essential 
services. Why is this language in here and why do need another 
blue ribbon commission to study such things as essential 
services, I have already said that is already being done, and the 
funding formula? My feeling is that it is in there solely for political 
purposes. Now, in terms of the formula, we will get to that. The 
Education Committee is committed to looking at that and we will 
have an answer for you fairly shortly on whether or not that is 
flawed or not. That is another issue and we need real data in 
order to allow us to make that assumption. My biggest objection 
to having this kind of language in the budget that this 
amendment takes out is that we are putting into a budget 
document educational policy that the committee of jurisdiction 
has not yet had the opportunity to explore fully. We are 
committing ourselves to educational policy without the review of 
the committee of jurisdiction. For that reason, ladies and 
gentlemen, I hope you will support this amendment. Thank you. 
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Representative BERRY of Livermore moved that House 
Amendment "Q" (H-53) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The same Representative requested a roll call on his motion 
to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "Q" (H-53) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Madison, Representative Richard. 

Representative RICHARD: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. This is that same issue that I spoke about 
just a few minutes ago. Once again, it is a difficult issue. It is a 
difficult issue for me to oppose because this is not something we 
discussed in committee. The whole thing has kind of got a little 
bit out of hand. During the break, we tried to come up with 
something that would put it back in hand. I would urge you to 
defeat this motion and wait for that one that I keep saying is 
coming. This deletes the blue ribbon commission. That is not 
bad. This also deletes some other things and that is not good. I 
would urge you to defeat this motion. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House 
Amendment "Q" (H-53) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 27 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, 
Dunlap, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, 
Gagnon, Gamache, Goodwin, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, 
Jones SL, Kane, Kerr, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lemke, 
Mailhot, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, 
Perry, Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, 
Rowe, Samson, Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, 
Sirois, Skoglund, Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, 
Townsend, Tripp, Tuttle, Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, 
Wheeler GJ, Winn, Wright, Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, 
Bodwell, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, 
Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, Foster, Gerry, 
Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, 
Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lemont, Lindahl, 
Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, Mayo, MCAlevey, 
McElroy, Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, Ott, Peavey, 
Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, 
Savage, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, 
Treadwell, True, Underwood, Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, 
Winglass, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Dutremble. 
Yes, 80; No, 68; Absent, 3; Excused, O. 
80 having voted in the affirmative and 68 voted in the 

negative, with 3 being absent, House Amendment "Q" (H-53) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Representative MURPHY of Kennebunk presented House 
Amendment "R" (H-54) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Kennebunk, Representative Murphy. 

Representative MURPHY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I want to assure members of the House 
that this amendment is not a game. As I have come to know 
many of you over the last few weeks as I have talked with the 
folks on Appropriations, Education, the driving force in my life is 
education. For the last month in every conversation I have been 
talking about school construction. What does the amendment 

do? I guess if we are looking for a handle on this amendment, it 
would be get them out of the trailers. The first step to take is to 
close state liquor stores. It takes the school construction 
account, which has been flat funded for the last four to five years 
and the state begins to make a commitment to move this gridlock 
forward. An expert on this issue likened it in a very effective 
analogy, I thought, the effects of this flat funding. I teach in a 
trailer. It would be very easy to get up and talk about the failure 
to meet our obligations and what that has done to Maine school 
children. We are looking for solutions, not confrontation. 

The money from the liquor stores would be applied, $1.2 
million in 1998 to increase the legislative cap. In 1999, increase 
the legislative cap by another $3 million. In the year 2000, an 
additional $4.5 million. The analogy that was used by that expert 
on school construction was that we have a bridge, and an 
oversized trailer that he has tried to get through that bridge and it 
has jammed. It can't back up and it can't get through and all the 
traffic is piling up behind it. We have gridlock. If we do not do 
anything in this session, we will not be funding, shared funding, 
of school construction until the next century. In my school 
district, 25 percent of all children, K-12, go to school in a trailer. 
You can drive out back behinq almost every school building in 
this state and all these trailers are kept out in back. They are not 
put out on the front law. They are put out back in the parking lot. 
Maine school children troop off by the tens of thousands to 
trailers, temporary classrooms because we haven't met our 
obligation. 

If we don't act on this this evening and the $3.5 billion budget 
moves through, there will be no additional monies for school 
construction to meet that obligation. One superintendent has 
testified that he can no longer guarantee the parents in his 
district that a youngster in his high school during their four years 
at that high school will ever spend a day in a real classroom. He 
is looking to buy two-story modular interlocking units because he 
doesn't have enough room to spread the trailers out for his entire 
school. 

We talked about common ground and issues that we share. I 
think in our campaigns we talked about education and we also 
talked about economic development. I think for many of us they 
are interrelated. I learned about governing from an old-time 
selectman. I didn't say politics, I said governing. That 
gentleman said that when politicians begin to talk about what 
they are going to do, ignore them. When they give you 
campaign literature about what they promise to do, tear it up. He 
said that what you do is you follow the money. You will find out 
where the heart is on how they vote and where their priorities 
are. Your priorities this evening, on one hand, as we heard the 
other night, are maintaining state liquor stores. Ladies and 
gentlemen of the House, this is history. That is the past. In the 
other hand, you probably have 120,000 or 125,000 students in 
this state who are in a trailer at some part of their school days. I 
am asking you to weigh that. The path, maintaining 100 jobs that 
have gone by and you know that or putting Maine kids into a real 
classroom. If you pass this amendment, we will begin to move 
through the process and most of the construction won't start until 
the next century because we delayed too long. 

I am unblocking that jammed up bridge with this amendment. 
It will benefit SAD #20, Fort Fairfield; SAD #21, Dixfield; SAD 
#15, Gray; SAD #60, Berwick; Raymond; SAD #51, Bridgton; 
Westbrook, SAD #34, Swanville; SAD #5, Rockland; SAD #40, 
Warren; SAD #75, Topsham; Orrington; Westbrook; Bucksport; 
Falmouth; Maranacook; Winthrop; Winslow; Deer Isle; 
Stonington; Camden and Rockport. Kennebunk is not on that 
list. This amendment is not for my constituents. We are so far 
down the list that if this got unblocked tonight, we wouldn't see 
approval probably until 2007 or 2008. One out of four children in 
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the school district in which I teach, go to school in trailers. That 
is intolerable for us. The state didn't keep its promise so now we 
are going to build the school and we are going to pay for it 
ourselves. This amendment won't benefit Kennebunk, but for 
many of these districts, let's unjam this gridlock and let's meet 
our commitment and move forward. Otherwise, if you decide 
that those 100 jobs that have gone past are more important than 
children and how we are going to school them, then we better 
take that state seal and make room for a trailer on it because 
that wi" be the symbol of education in the State of Maine. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Sanford, Representative Tuttle. 

Representative TUTTLE: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. I think the best thing that we can do for revenues 
and the overall picture here is to defeat this amendment to 
stabilize our revenue base and begin getting back those sales 
that we have lost over the recent years from other states. I think 
to close our stores and lose another $6 to $8 million in sales 
harms this budget process more than it will help it. I respectfully 
disagree with my good friend from Kennebunk, Representative 
Murphy. We have agreed with many issues over the years. We 
have served in previous legislatures together. We represent the 
same county and live only a few miles apart. 

Speaking to the amendment before us here tonight, we 
respectfully disagree on the issue. The issue is not liquor stores 
versus school debt service. The issue is protecting and 
increasing a General Fund revenue source representing a 
significant portion of General Fund revenue, currently $23 
million. If we market it correctly, that wi" substantially improve in 
the years ahead. What we should do is accept the Education 
Committee's recommendations included in the majority budget 
and allow the Legal and Veterans Affairs Committee to deal with 
these issues in depth and I would ask that you would allow us to 
do that. 

Representative TUTTLE of Sanford moved that House 
Amendment "Rn (H-54) to Committee Amendment "An (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The same Representative requested a roll call on his motion 
to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "Rn (H-54) to 
Committee Amendment "An (H-15). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Crystal, Representative Joy. 

Representative JOY: Madam Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. I guess probably I have been in education nearly as 
long as most people here have, with the exception, possibly, of 
Representative True. He has been in education forever. I highly 
endorse the comments that were presented by my seatmate. I 
only wish that I had his eloquence when it comes to stating my 
position. The thing that bothers me is that so many of these 
issues that are coming forth have no foundation in a budgetary 
process. I understand that there is $3 million in anticipated 
increase revenues, which is a paper chase through the use of 
the revenues from the liquor stores' increased sales. I wonder 
what segment of our population is going to be targeted for these 
increased sales. We already know that the surveys that have 
been conducted indicate that the increased use of alcohol, 
tobacco and drugs in our young people is reaching epidemic 
stages. I would certainly think that that money that is allocated 
to maintaining liquor stores in this state could be much better 
used in providing sound educational facilities for our children. 

As I said a few moments ago, I have developed many, many 
budgets in my time. The network behind this particular 
Amendment "An that is being proposed in which we have offered 
many amendments to make specific expenditures on it. It is 

sadly lacking. Whenever I build a budget, I did it knowing exactly 
what every dollar was going to be expended for, with the 
exception of a contingency fund. That was a very difficult thing 
to get by local school board members as I am sure any school 
official in here will remember. I have seen many of these trailers, 
modular classrooms and many other types of things that have 
been established to be temporary classrooms for our children. 
Even the best of them are totally inadequate. I urge you to 
defeat the pending motion and pass this amendment. Thank you 
very much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Waterboro, Representative McAlevey. 

Representative McALEVEY: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I am not a very passionate speaker, but I 
have to reiterate what has been said tonight to try to help put 
things into perspective. In 1987, I took my first elected office in 
public service, which was our local school board, SAD #57, 
Waterboro, Limerick, Shapleigh, Alfred and Lyman. There are 
3,500 children. We need two schools then, junior high and an 
elementary school. We went on the list. We are number 17. It 
is now 1997 and we are still number 17 on the list. Where we 
are is no different than were dozens and dozens of our schools 
are. Some things transcend politics and this is an item that 
transcends politics tonight. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Northport, Representative Lindahl. 

Representative LINDAHL: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative LINDAHL: Thank you Madam Speaker. Is 

there anyone from the committee of jurisdiction over liquor stores 
that can explain to this body what plan there is to increase this 
revenue from liquor stores that will benefit us better than 
privatizing them? Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Northport, 
Representative Lindahl has posed a question through the Chair 
to anyone who may care to respond. The Chair recognizes the 
Representative from Livermore, Representative Berry. 

Representative BERRY: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. I will explain part of the intention of this money. It 
is similar to the Productivity Realization Task Force where we 
saved money. The Governor went to the Legislature and said 
that you are going to save this money. They had the task force 
that studied that and they showed savings. Some of those 
savings were not planned a" that we" as we have seen in some 
of the corrections issues. That is what has been ordered. Part 
of the order is to make that department show these savings. I 
was handed a report a few days ago on a study 25 years ago. 
Here we are talking about how the liquor stores weren't stocked 
properly so they could do business properly. Many people feel 
that is part of the problem today. I will leave it at that. Thank 
you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Old Town, Representative Dunlap. 

Representative DUNLAP: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I feel impelled to contribute to the very 
eloquent remarks of the Representative from the great Town of 
Kennebunk, Representative Murphy. Ladies and gentlemen, I, 
too, have seen educational facilities that bordered on the 
medieval. I do believe that it is part of the incumbent duty of this 
body to support the educational structure of this state. In my 
experience in the food service and hospitality industry, which is 
now spanning more years than I care to relate given the depth 
and perimeters of my education and formal training, I have been 
responsible for the dispensing of a great deal of alcohol under a 
licensed establishment. In those years, I have never witnessed a 
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liquor inspector. The problem, therefore, I think, is one which 
could be akin to the sleeping dragon analogy. If, under the 
offices of a state liquor store and a liquor enforcement structure 
we lack the resources to enforce those laws, which we now have, 
to remove all impediment would render any enforcement merely 
preemptory. While I log my colleagues empathy for education, I 
must defer with him on the issue of liquor. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Standish, Representative Mack. 

Representative MACK: Thank you Madam Speaker, great 
honorable Men and Women of the House: This issue hits close 
to home to me. My father's fiancee is a school teacher in a 
public school and she teaches in one of these trailers. I went to 
speak to their class and I saw the awful conditions of these 
trailers. I saw these children's little faces crammed into this 
small building going back and forth in the bad weather from the 
building to the trailer. We force our kids to go to the public 
schools. They don't have a choice to pick up and go to another 
school. In essence, we are forcing these children to learn in 
trailers. I must ask where are our priorities. Let's think of the 
children. Please support the amendment and vote no. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House 
Amendment "Rn (H-54) to Committee Amendment "An (H-15). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 28 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, 
Dunlap, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, 
Gagnon, Gamache, Goodwin, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, 
Jones SL, Kane, Kerr, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Mailhot, 
McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Perry, 
Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, Rowe, 
Samson, Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, 
Skoglund, Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, Townsend, 
Tripp, Tuttle, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, Wheeler GJ, Wright, 
Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger OJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, 
Bodwell, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, 
Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, Foster, Gerry, 
Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, 
Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lemke, Lemont, 
Lindahl, Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, Mayo, 
McAlevey, McElroy, Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, 
Ott, Peavey, Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, 
Plowman, Savage, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, 
Treadwell, True, Underwood, Usher, Vedral, Waterhouse, 
Wheeler EM, Winglass, Winn, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Dutremble. 
Yes, 77; No, 71; Absent, 3; Excused, O. 
77 having voted in the affirmative and 71 voted in the 

negative, with 3 being absent, House Amendment "R" (H-54) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Under suspension of the rules, members were allowed to 
remove their jackets. 

Representative WINSOR of Norway presented House 
Amendment "S" (H-55) to Committee Amendment "An (H-15) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Norway, Representative Winsor. 

Representative WINSOR: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. This amendment, I am presenting this for 
very, very serious reasons. In some ways I am kind of sad to 
have to do it. The discussion that we are having tonight, I really 
wished I had had an opportunity to have in the committee level 
because I believe a budget is a matter of choices. The choice 
that I am trying to offer this body this evening is to choose 
between funding in the health and human services area to avoid 
what they call spousal impoverishment. I will try to define that in 
a moment. I propose to pay for that by the closing of the liquor 
stores. The spousal impoverishment is really becoming a more 
serious problem for us now as we change the manner in which 
we provide care for our elderly. 

As you are aware, we are now or have made a public policy 
decision to make it more difficult as they age to be cared for in a 
nursing facility. We are now offering and creating more 
community housing options. The problem with those is that the 
rules for Medicare assistance are very different between nursing 
homes and residential facilities. In a nursing home, the spouse 
that remains in the residence is allowed to keep a significant 
amount of money. I think it is $1,500 to live on. There is also 
some other rules about transfer of assets and so on. These are 
the federal rules and the State of Maine honors them. However, 
when a spouse goes to a boarding home, we don't have those 
rules. The situation is if you have a married couple on social 
security and if one spouse's income is $1,000 a month and the 
other spouse, generally the female, is $500 a month and the 
spouse that goes into the boarding home, the income actually 
goes to that spouse, leaving the spouse at home with only the 
check that they normally get of some $500. We discovered this 
issue during a hearing early on and I believe the committee in 
the majority budget did appropriate $100,000 to begin to deal 
with this issue. 

I would debate that because I don't remember really 
debating that in the Appropriations Committee and I think it is 
really an issue that is worth debating. If I am going to look at a 
budget which we expend $3.8 billion, this issue becomes a 
priority to me. It is in that spirit that I am offering it to you today 
to consider. I hope you will look at this and you will support the 
motion that I am presenting. Thank you very much. 

Representative TOWNSEND of Portland moved that House 
Amendment "S" (H-55) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Portland, Representative Townsend. 

Representative TOWNSEND: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. Two components of this amendment are 
something that we have explored fully already in the past two 
days. I don't think there is another word that I can say on the 
issue of liquor stores that won't bore you all to tears. On the 
issue of tree growth, I just want to assure you that I am extremely 
confident that the amount of money contained in the majority 
budget is sufficient to meet the needs. We do not need to 
budget for 100 percent participation. As we have learned in the 
Circuit Breaker Program, we never have 100 percent 
participation, no matter how good the program. 

On the issue of spousal impoverishment, I am an 
enthusiastic supporter of the program. I am a cosponsor of the 
legislation and I argued passionately for its inclusion in the 
budget. I don't recall any sort of debate except that I argued 
strenuously that we ought to include the amount of money 
proposed by the administration. Should we find additional funds, 
I will be an enthusiastic supporter of adding more to that as 
Representative Winsor has outlined. It is an important 
component of the piece of public policy we have established in 
this state to steer more toward community types of care. We 
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know that our elders prefer to be served in their homes whenever 
possible. This Majority Report makes a good faith effort to begin 
to fund that policy. We simply didn't feel that we had enough 
money to fund it to any amount beyond that. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Enfield, Representative Lane. 

Representative LANE: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose her question. 
Representative LANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. To the 

good Representative Townsend, I am not sure I understood what 
she meant when she said there was not full participation in the 
tree growth. I am not sure if that is from the towns or from the 
landowners, but I would ask her to clarify that please. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Enfield, 
Representative Lane has posed a question through the Chair to 
the Representative from Portland, Representative Townsend. 
The Chair recognizes that Representative. 

Representative TOWNSEND: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I would be happy to answer. I don't 
believe that there would be full participation from the landowner. 
This very same issue has been extremely well portrayed in the 
press regarding the Circuit Breaker Program, for reasons I 
cannot fathom. Not every person in the State of Maine who 
qualifies for property tax relief under the Circuit Breaker Program 
chooses to apply for that relief. Therefore, we had surplus 
money in that account, which we used to balance the budget. I 
think the same can be said about the Tree Growth Program. I 
can't fathom why not every person will participate. I certainly 
hope every person will participate, but in the past, not everyone 
who has qualified for that program has chosen to participate and 
there has been a surplus. I feel that we can safely budget the 
amount proposed in the Majority Report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Nobleboro, Representative Spear. 

Representative SPEAR: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I just need to explain after this last 
comment how tree growth really works. Back in the 80s when 
the Tree Growth Program was put into effect, it allowed people to 
put their land into the Tree Growth Programs and towns were 
promised that they would be refunded for the lost revenue for 
people who put it into the program. When a town has lost 
revenue and the state does not make it up, then it falls onto the 
rest of the taxpayers. Anybody who has 10 acres or more can 
participate if they so qualify in tree growth. What I am trying to 
say is that there is a commitment when you participate that the 
state does have a responsibility to the towns to pay that money 
back that is lost from the people participating. What is not made 
up from the state, the other taxpayers in that town make up. 
That is why I fully advocate funding tree growth to 100 percent to 
keep up with our promise that we made to these towns. Thank 
you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Kossuth Township, Representative Bunker. 

Representative BUNKER: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I am going down this list and here we are 
revisiting the same kind of issue again. I think we ought to go 
back and reflect how a budget process is done. Obviously we 
have talked about the committees of jurisdiction and in this case 
an amendment. We are talking about an amendment again. We 
are talking about liquor and tree growth. As you know, tree 
growth is pretty dear to my heart. We all know that when we go 
through the budget process the committees of jurisdiction have 
input and then we give it to Appropriations and there is a lot of 
give and take there and things are voted in a bipartisan manner, 

page by page, line by line. Then they finally come up and add up 
all of the totals. Here we are. 

We added up all the totals and we found that we are short 
about $30 million. What do you do? Whether you are a 
Republican or a Democrat, you are $30 million short, you have to 
have a little give and take. This is the normal budget process 
that we do every year. There is not anybody in this chamber that 
wouldn't be able to issue one of these blue sheets and add 151 
amendments including your individual item because you wanted 
that million dollars and somebody else got it or we had to give 
and take a little bit. Here we are revisiting this. This is very clear 
to me when you look down this list ladies and gentlemen that 
there is no consensus on where that $3 million ought to go. 
There is no doubt in my mind that when the Legal and Veterans 
Affairs decide where that money goes and in the direction that 
this agency needs to go, if there is any savings, we are all going 
to be in the pie to decide whether it goes to education, trailers or 
whether it should go to tree growth or whether it ought to go 
here. 

This is the budget process, ladies and gentlemen, and here 
we are wasting time going through the amendments when every 
member on that Appropriations Committee, in a bipartisan 
manner, after our committees of jurisdiction voted each and 
every one of the Governor's proposals up or down, in or out. 
This is clearly one of the Governor's proposals that was decided 
by Appropriation to vote it out. This is where we want to go in the 
temporary. Why are we here debating this? We could be here 
in June, ladies and gentlemen, doing the same darn thing on the 
first of June and we all would be going to cut me a deal and let 
me go home. There is no doubt in my mind that if somebody in 
the back room right now found $10 million in tax reductions, this 
whole blue sheet would disappear. I think it is time we move 
forward. Thank you. 

Representative CAMPBELL of Holden requested a roll call on 
the motion to indefinitely postpone House Amendment "S" (H-55) 
to Committee Amendment "An (H-15). 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Enfield, Representative Lane. 

Representative LANE: Madam Speaker, Men and Women of 
the House. Bear with me. I know I am belaboring a point here, 
but I voted against the emergency budget because of this very 
issue. I am concerned that tree growth is beginning to crumble. 
I will tell you why. I believe it was brought into existence in the 
first place to encourage landowners to manage their land 
properly and to discourage development. I had a letter here from 
a landowner in Freeport who said if they were not in tree growth, 
their taxes would be $18,165 for four years. It is something they 
absolutely could not afford and that is why they are in tree 
growth. We recently made the decision that landowners have to 
hire a forester, which is another cost and I am getting more and 
more calls about how much it is going to cost landowners who 
are not certified foresters to have a forester approve their land. 

Unfortunately, these landowners cannot get out of tree 
growth. So you see there is a lot of cracks. The cracks on this 
whole foundation called tree growth that might pull it all down 
could be the fact that our towns lose interest in tree growth. If 
the towns lose interest, it is because they are not fully funded 
and they are losing money and property tax payers are having to 
pay the difference. We know that. Given the fact we have come 
off a very emotional debate about forest practices, about keeping 
our land pure, about how to cut, about saving land for 
development and overcutting, it is important that we at least 
begin to shore up the foundation. I really believe a good way of 
doing that is to do what we promised our towns. Simply fulfill a 
promise. We have new programs in this budget, new programs. 
We have things in this budget we haven't even heard. We have 
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had things in this budget we haven't debated. Here is an old 
promise that we can keep. Every dollar we put toward helping 
property tax relief in our towns, every dollar we put toward fully 
funding tree growth, we will help to save a tree. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Bridgton, Representative Waterhouse. 

Representative WATERHOUSE: Madam Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House. I support this amendment and 
hope that you will vote against Indefinite Postponement. I would 
like to make a comment about a comment made earlier by 
Representative Bunker. The reason we are here spending time 
on this is because this is a deliberative body. This is where we 
debate the different items within a budget. This is not a 13-
member body. This is not an executive body. This is a 
deliberative body, for those of you that were here in the 117th 
Legislature. 

The SPEAKER: Would the gentleman please defer. For 
what purpose does the Representative rise? 

Representative POVICH: Thank you. I don't believe the 
speaker is addressing the amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Ellsworth, 
Representative Povich has expressed a point of order. The 
Chair would apologize. As I would understand it you were 
digressing a bit from the amendment and the Chair would direct 
your attention back to the substance of the amendment. As she 
would to all members of this body, please, address your remarks 
to the substance of amendment. I will pay better attention next 
time. I will apologize to the Representative. 

Representative POVICH: Thank you Madam Speaker. I was 
digressing. I was just responding to previous speakers. You are 
right. I have digressed so I will hope that you will support this 
amendment and vote against Indefinite Postponement. Thank 
you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Norway, Representative Winsor. 

Representative WINSOR: Madam Speaker, Men and 
Women of the House. I will try to be very brief. We hope to 
generate the money here by completing the executive's plan for 
getting the state out of the retail sale of liquor. I would like to 
think just for a second about that issue. The way the budget 
process works is that we can only use money that has been 
identified and accepted by the Offices of the Budget. They have 
said that you can close liquor stores. They have done rather 
extensive analysis. I have had a chance to meet on several 
occasions with representatives of their office, the people who 
direct the liquor business, their bookkeepers and their 
accountants. I am satisfied that they are taking very, very 
serious consideration and analysis. They have looked over the 
numbers. They have done very accurate projections. They have 
compared the sales data of Maine with other states. They have 
taken a very good look at the profit margins, the cost of operating 
these businesses and I am convinced that if they are in error 
about the savings that they project in getting us out of the retail 
liquor business that they are conservative. If you had a business 
and one of your managers came to you and said if you do A, B, 
C and D, you can save $9.8 million by doing this, even if you 
were wrong by SO percent, would you still do it. If you were 
wrong by 100 percent, you would only save $4 million, would you 
do it? I think if you were somebody in business faced with that 
information, you probably would change the way in which you do 
business. I feel very comfortable that we can realize the savings 
that have been suggested by the Office of the Budget. 

I feel very serious when I put this amendment in. I tried very 
hard to identify what I thought were reasonable alternatives to 
spending the money on liquor stores. Really, I look at it as this is 
what we are doing. We are spending money to stay in the retail 

liquor business. I think that if you are in the business and we are 
subsidizing the operation of these stores, in a sense, and a cost 
of them, if you are looking at this particular amendment, the cost 
is to fully fund the Tree Growth Program and to fully fund, I 
believe, the identified needs of spousal impoverishment. That is 
my intention. I certainly hope that you will look at this 
amendment seriously and support it. I thank the Speaker and I 
thank the members. 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinitely Postpone House 
Amendment "S" (H-SS) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 29 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Driscoll, Dunlap, 
Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, Gagnon, 
Gamache, Goodwin, Green, Hatch, Jabar, Jones KW, Jones SL, 
Kane, Kerr, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, Lemke, Lemont, 
Mailhot, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, O'Neal, O'Neil, 
Perry, Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, Richard, Rines, 
Rowe, Samson, Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, Shannon, Shiah, 
Sirois, Skoglund, Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, Thompson, 
Townsend, Tripp, Tuttle, Usher, Vigue, Volenik, Watson, 
Wheeler GJ, Winn, Wright, Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, 
Bodwell, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, 
Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Desmond, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, 
Foster, Gerry, Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, 
Joyner, Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lindahl, 
Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, Mayo, McAlevey, 
McElroy, Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, Ott, Peavey, 
Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, 
Savage, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, 
Treadwell, True, Underwood, Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, 
Winglass, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Dutremble, Paul. 
Yes, 79; No, 68; Absent, 4; Excused, O. 
79 having voted in the affirmative and 68 voted in the 

negative, with 4 being absent, House Amendment "s" (H-SS) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

Representative WINSOR of Norway presented House 
Amendment " (H-56) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-1S) 
which was read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Norway, Representative Winsor. 

Representative WINSOR: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. The amendment that I am presenting to you next, 
Amendment ''T," replaces the Majority Report of the 
Appropriations Committee with the Minority Report with one 
significant difference. In this particular amendment, I add to the 
Minority Report something that we left out and I think is very, 
very important. That is to proportion any increase for general 
purpose aid for local education to schools, for adult education. I 
am sorry. I hope all of us don't have the cold that I have tonight. 
I apologize to members for my voice and the sniffling. 

This amendment adds a new part which requires that the 
state reimbursement for adult education must increase in 
proportion with any increase in general purpose aid for local 
schools. I would just like to speak a little bit about that particular 
issue. It is not an awful lot of money in this biennium. I think it is 
around $170,000. That would be the amount of money that we 
would have to allocate or appropriate to reward our adult ed 
programs or to subsidize them at the same level we subsidize 
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General Purpose Aid to Education. A lot of people, in my way of 
thinking, the adult ed programs that we have in this state are the 
most cost effective and reasonable way to deal with general 
literacy problems in the State of Maine. It is the most flexible, 
most realistic and I think one of the very real ways that we can 
help people work themselves out of situations where they didn't 
study perhaps when they should have or they didn't get skills 
when they were in school originally. They become adults and 
they realize if they want to continue their education and they 
need basic skills, the adult ed program in every community, 
every school district, offers adult and young people an 
opportunity to continue their education and be competitive in this 
changing job market. I hope you will consider this addition to the 
Minority Report. In addition, the Minority Report, which is simply 
to deal with the General Purpose Aid to Education part of the 
budget that is approximately 50 percent of the budget we have. 
Our amendment simply increases General Purpose Aid to 
Education 2 percent, 3 percent with a $3 million cushion in each 
year of the biennium. 

It is a very responsible reason and practical approach to the 
budget dilemma that we have before us tonight. The fact of the 
matter is that we don't have a cooperatively agreed upon budget. 
There are lots of reasons. We can blame each other. We can 
blame the people down the street or downstairs or upstairs or 
wherever. The fact of the matter is we weren't able to achieve a 
total consensus budget. If you accept the Minority Report, my 
amendment, you will put to be approximately 50 percent of the 
budget. You will tell every superintendent and every municipality 
in the State of Maine what money they are going to have 
available for them as they go into their final budget process. As 
a former school board member, that would be exceptionally 
valuable, I think, to us all. I think so often we sat here tonight 
focusing on our differences and this, I think, is an opportunity to 
focus on our similarities. With that, I appreciate your listening to 
me and I certainly ask for your support. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Portland, Representative Rowe. 

Representative ROWE: Madam Speaker, Men and Women 
of the House. This is the first time I have stood up tonight 
because when I saw this and I wanted to stand up, I appreciate 
the efforts of the good Representative from Norway, 
Representative Winsor. This proposed amendment would 
basically take the place of Committee Amendment "A," as you 
heard and would take out everything with the exception of GPA 
funding. It would also add some increased adult ed subsidies. 
We have heard a lot of criticism tonight about the fast pace of 
the Appropriations Committee. We have also heard that most of 
the budget, indeed, I think, over 90 percent of the funding in this 
Committee Amendment "An consists of unanimous bipartisan 
recommendation and policy committees. This amendment would 
replace Committee Amendment "A" and strip out that other 40 
percent. Indeed it is in line with 50 percent because the GPA 
approximates 50 percent. 

Like others have said tonight, I don't like everything in 
Committee Amendment "A," but I do probably support it. This 
amendment, I would ask for Indefinite Postponement, again, 
because it proposes to do away with most of it. You have heard 
a lot about Committee Amendment "A" tonight from different 
people. You heard that it invests in education, not only K-12, but 
also higher ed and technical colleges. It recommends funding or 
will cause funding above the Governor's proposed levels. You 
have heard that it focuses on the welfare of the children of this 
state. Representative Mitchell of Portland expressed that very 
articulately earlier. You have heard that it invests in our 
economy. Representative Vigue covered those issues. One 
thing that he didn't mention is something that I feel is important. 

There were some adjustments that I know are somewhat 
contentious that were in the business community with respect to 
the adjustments of certain tax-incentive programs, including the 
business equipment tax reimbursement program, but I feel the 
changes in this budget, I believe most of you agree, will allow 
that program to become stable. We will be able to fund it in the 
future years. It will indeed create the predictability that many of 
us are concerned about, in terms of the business climate in the 
state. We also know the budget does provide tax relief. We 
heard from Representative Tripp on that measure, both in terms 
of the Circuit Breaker Program funding. The funding on the 
indexing is beyond that recommended by the Governor. He had 
voted to repeal it. It is put back in. Also, the Tree Growth 
Program, although we know that many of you believe that we 
didn't fund it adequately because the $1 million that was taken 
out in that year, but still it is funded significantly above how it has 
been funded in the past and indeed it is 90 percent in year two 
and approximately 80 something percent in year one. 

The income tax relief in Committee Amendment "A," which is 
opposed by this amendment, which I think is very germane 
because this amendment, by the way, seeks to repeal most of it. 
The income tax relief is found on page 221 of the budget. If you 
haven't taken a look at that, I would ask you to. That is the tax 
relief fund. It takes the difference between income tax revenues 
and the excessive revenue estimates and directs it to income tax 
relief. One thing Committee Amendment "A" does not have is 
tax shifts disguised as tax cuts. It does, I think, deal with tax cuts 
in a responsible manner, but often we will put tax cuts in a 
budget in Augusta only to cost shift to the property tax. I, for 
one, don't see that in this budget. I have seen it in past budgets 
and therefore I believe this budget is sound. I don't believe it has 
gimmicks. At least I haven't detected any. I believe the budget 
is honest. Committee Amendment "A," I believe it is responsive 
to the needs of our state and to the people of this state. I believe 
it is fiscally responsible. I ask all of my colleagues in this 
chamber to carefully consider and thoughtfully consider 
Committee Amendment "A" tonight. 

I also ask you as you thoughtfully consider Committee 
Amendment "A" to thoughtfully vote to Indefinitely Postpone 
House Amendment "A." Madam Speaker when the vote is taken 
I request the yeas and nays. 

Representative ROWE of Portland moved that House 
Amendment ''T'' (H-56) to Committee Amendment "An (H-15) be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The same Representative requested a roll call on his motion 
to indefinitely postpone House Amendment ''T'' (H-56) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). 

More than one-fifth of the members present expressed a 
desire for a roll call which was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Dexter, Representative Tobin. 

Representative TOBIN: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. I would like to speak in support of 
Representative Winsor's amendment and would urge you to vote 
no on the present motion on the floor. As a long-term education, 
we have been told study after study after study that we, as 
human beings, learn the most the first year of our lives thanks to 
our mothers. Most of us do not begin our formal education until 
we are five or six years old. Studies have also shown that 
usually students enter school with a great deal of enthusiasm 
and a great willingness to learn. Usually around the third grade 
some of them begin to get turned off. Whether they can't sit 
behind a desk for seven hours a day or whether they are not 
reading and writing oriented. Some would rather learn by doing 
what have you. 
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Winston Churchhill was last in his class. Albert Einstein quit 
school when he was nine years old. The point that I am trying to 
make is people learn when they want to learn. The key word is 
want. Some people don't want to learn until they are 23. Some 
don't want to learn until they are 35. Some in their 50s and 60s 
are going back to school to change their careers. Let's not shut 
out any citizen in the State of Maine from learning. Please 
support this amendment. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Livermore, Representative Berry. 

Representative BERRY: Madam Speaker, May I pose a 
question through the Chair? 

The SPEAKER: The Representative may pose his question. 
Representative BERRY: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 

Gentlemen of the House. To the Representative from Norway, I 
would like to question you on the Minority Report that you 
presented. I wondered if included in that is the Career 
Advantage Program, community-based services to children with 
mental retardation and children with mental health needs and 
school debt service? Does it include spousal impoverishment? 
Does it include the Magnet School? Does it include the Hospice 
Program? Does it include medical access to education 
programs and some of the others that there have been strong 
interest in? Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Representative from Livermore, 
Representative Berry has posed a question through the Chair to 
the Representative from Norway, Representative Winsor. The 
Chair recognizes that Representative. 

Representative WINSOR: Madam Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House. To Representative Berry, as the good 
Representative knows, this amendment leaves unexpended 
approximately $1.8 billion, which will then be debated an properly 
appropriated. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been ordered. The pending 
question before the House is Indefinite Postponement of House 

Amendment "T' (H-56) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-15). All 
those in favor will vote yes, those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL NO. 30 
YEA - Ahearne, Bagley, Baker CL, Baker JL, Berry RL, 

Bolduc, Bouffard, Brennan, Brooks, Bull, Bunker, Chartrand, 
Chizmar, Clark, Colwell, Cowger, Davidson, Desmond, Driscoll, 
Dunlap, Etnier, Farnsworth, Fisher, Frechette, Fuller, Gagne, 
Gagnon, Gamache, Gerry, Goodwin, Green, Hatch, Jabar, 
Jones KW, Jones SL, Kane, Kerr, Kontos, LaVerdiere, Lemaire, 
Mailhot, Mayo, McElroy, McKee, Mitchell JE, Morgan, Muse, 
O'Neal, O'Neil, Paul, Perry, Pieh, Poulin, Povich, Powers, Quint, 
Richard, Rines, Rowe, Samson, Sanborn, Saxl JW, Saxl MV, 
Shannon, Shiah, Sirois, Skoglund, Stanley, Stevens, Tessier, 
Thompson, Townsend, Tripp, Tuttle, Usher, Vigue, Volenik, 
Watson, Wheeler GJ, Wright, Madam Speaker. 

NAY - Barth, Belanger DJ, Belanger IG, Berry DP, Bigl, 
Bodwell, Bragdon, Buck, Bumps, Campbell, Carleton, Chick, 
Cianchette, Clukey, Cross, Dexter, Donnelly, Fisk, Foster, 
Gieringer, Gooley, Honey, Jones SA, Joy, Joyce, Joyner, 
Kasprzak, Kneeland, Labrecque, Lane, Layton, Lemke, Lemont, 
Lindahl, Lovett, MacDougall, Mack, Madore, Marvin, McAlevey, 
Meres, Murphy, Nass, Nickerson, O'Brien, Ott, Peavey, 
Pendleton, Perkins, Pinkham RG, Pinkham WD, Plowman, 
Savage, Snowe-Mello, Spear, Stedman, Taylor, Tobin, 
Treadwell, True, Underwood, Vedral, Waterhouse, Wheeler EM, 
Winglass, Winn, Winsor. 

ABSENT - Bruno, Cameron, Dutremble. 
Yes, 81; No, 67; Absent, 3; Excused, o. 
81 having voted in the affirmative and 67 voted in the 

negative, with 3 being absent, House Amendment 'T' (H-56) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-15) was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Representative TUTTLE of Sanford, the House 
adjourned at 8:50 p.m., until 9:00 a.m., Thursday, March 20, 
1997. 
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