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‘p'l

nmouul"l's bvci lln(l above: the or lgmul
recommended figure of the Governor; In
“addition, the total budget: has been

reahgned to fit. the needs of the

department more realistically ‘according

to the recommendatlon of the new

- Commissioner.
H. P, 1674 passed in the House June 5,

11975 and in the Senate June 6, 1975 dlrects'

the. Committee on Appr oprlatlons “and
Financial Affairs to report out a bill to take

action to enable the Department of Mental
 Health and Corrections to. fill staff
L vacanc1es resulting from the '‘freeze on_
hiring”’ thathave caused hardshlps at'state -
“institutions. 1t is the unanimous feehng of
the Committee that this should be an
admlnlstratlve ‘decision of the
as {oow lwlhel 1his necd
exists and if there is o high priorvity set on
this matter, funds are available in the

~ Commissioner.

current services budget. by use of the
. Contingent account.
administrative possrbxlllles have been

. ‘exhausted; the Commitice teels there isno
need to 1eport out a blll as dlrected by the. -

- LEGISLATIVE RECORD —

Until all

Jomt Oxder ;
. Smcel elv, :
Slgned ! -
DAVID G HUBER
L Senate Chairman
, . DOUGLASM SMITH
. ' House Chairman
Whlch was Read

. The PRESIDENT: The Chaxr recogmies

the Senator from Cumberland Senator

. Berry

become emotional and

is signed by a member of each party, and I

. think that the Appropriations Committee -
geserves a great deal of credit for solvmg;

his problem this way.

- 'The PRESIDENT: Is it now the pleasure
. of the Senate that lhls (ommumcatwn be :
L pl.wedonhle’

Thereupon,

- Mr BERRY Mr Pwsrdent Iwould llke L
- toinvite the attention of the Senate to this
document. I think it is an extremely able
presentation of a ploblem ‘that could
artisan and
everythmg else. I note with interest that it

the (‘ommumcalron Was

ol legislation. Again, I just want lo offer -
my congratulations to all mcmbers ol both
thosc commiliees. : )
i Commlttce Reports :
Senate

The followmg Ought Not to Pass report
shall” be "placed . in: the legislative: files”

without “further action pursuant to Rule
17-A of the Joint Rules: =i

Bill, *An Act Approprlatmg Funds for
Emergency Repair: of the Dam “at::
Annabessacook Lake -in: Kennebec
County ” (S P.553) (L. D.1922) Tt

: - "Leave to Withdraw S
Mr. Wyman: for the Commlttee on ;
Taxation on, Bill, “An-Act E\emptmg
Residential - Uses' of Water,” Gas: and
Electricity from the bales Tax, " (S.P. 478)

(L. D, 1611)

Reports that the same be gr anled Leave :
toWithdraw.: ~

Which report was Read and Accepted

Sent dow n lm concuu ence.

The. Pre51dent laid belore the Senate the

l"ollowmg tabled and Speclallv Asmgned o
- matter;

Bill, :**An Act to P10v1de for the:
Maintenance of Neglected Dams and
Existing Water Levels in Lakes Impounded

. by Dams.? (H. P. 1459) (L.D.1797)"

Tabled — earlier in today s sessmn by
Senator Collins of Knox.

. Pending-— Passage to be Engrossed

Mr. Collins of Knox then presented
Senate Amendment HATY and moved xts

Fllmg No

- Adoption.

Senate Amendment "A‘
S-323, was Read. - :

Thé PRESIDENT: The Chair recogmzes §
~ the Seriator from Aroostook, Senator Cyr.

Mr. CYR: Mr. Pres1dent and Members

~of the Senate: The good Senator from
. Knox, Senator Collins, has assured me that’

this Amendment will protect us from two:
things, two dangers, that' T brought to the

attention of the Senate in past debates; one

is that we do not want to create another
bureancracy to take care of dams.in the

State of Maine. For the past three years -

aced onfi lc -

- Mr, Couley ol Cumbelland was grautc(l
lummmousconsent toaddressthe Senale,
. Mr. CONLEY: Mr. President and

- Members of the Senate: It seems’ strange

_to me that today two items such as those

_ that appeared on our calendar a short time
ago, and 1 make reference to An Act
Creating the Maine Criminal Code and,

- secondly, An Act to Revise the Laws :

Relating to. Financial Institutions. both
wore passed in this chamberunder th the swift
L,avel as execuled by the President of the

commend both the Chairman of the

J udiciary Comm ttee, Senator Clifford and’

Senator Merrill, and also Senator Thomas;;

the Chairman of the Business Leglslatlon‘q

wCommlttee,_,along ‘with his very able
assistants, Senator Johnston
Reeves. :
- Ithas been obv1ous tous that these have
been two of the most lengthy and
‘controversial bills. that: were oerhapc
handled during this leglslatlve session.

early in January, that the Commitiees

have been struggling with them off and on

"ever since the convemng of this
Jegislature, and it just seems strange this
afternoon, knowing all the debate that has
taken place at the other end of the corridor
relative to both of these matters; that the

- 'wisdom of the Senate would allow these to
become law without any person here-

F attackmg the intent of these two fine pleces"

Senate, 1 just personally would like to

Senator' 8

We
know that they came into the session‘very.

there has been 'some forces unleashéd 1
the State of Maine to do such a thing, to

“create a bureaucracy in the State of Maine
2 to take care of these dams. Secondly, if

these dams become the property. of the -
State of Maine, and the State of Maine is
financially responsible for the repair and -
the reconstruction of these dams, it 1s
‘going to make 1994 blush.:

I have full confidence i m the 1ntegr1ty of

- the good Senator from Knox, he has a very

high credibility in my book, and I noticed "
in his amendment he goes back to colonial

times, so' I am pretty sure that he has ..
’ researched this quite thoroughly and that

it is now. constitutional and that we are
gmg to ‘be
angers For that reason, I am in favor of
theadoptionofth isamendment.
The PRESIDENT: The Chair recogmzes
the Senator from Penobscot Senator

: Cummmg

- Mrs; CUMMINGS Mr Pre51dent and
Members of the Senate; There is a third.
danger that this amendment does nothing"
to allevrate, and that is over on the second:

~‘page it says that any person owning or

operating 'a dam shall annually register.
Well, I think this is too much. I think that
the Soil and: Water Conservation
Commission will find that if they have to
take all these registrations of all the dams
through the State of Maine every year that
they will then have to have more space and -
more clerks and more filing cabinets, and
it will have the effect of creating another

rotected from: those two -

and: much. larger: section of. the state
burcaucracy, which is l)ig enough. I they
want to register, wouldn't once be enough?
Yes, the dams can change, but il these:
forms, which we know nol what they are
going Lo be like nor how much informalion’
- the Soilyand:-Water: Conservation
Commission is going to ask -lo have on
them, if they are going to ask for them on

- every change that has-been made, either

by  nature. or: man;’ 1ntentronally or
umntentlonally, it could get lnto qulte a.

© program.
Tam not fearful of thls amendment and:

I"'am not going to make a motion: at the:
moment; but I don’t thlnk 1t isa very good’
amendment

The PRESIDENT The Chalr recogmzes
- the .Senator: from: Cumberland Senator
. Berry, B

Mr. BFRRY “Mr: Pl ewdent is7 .
pleasure to march shoulder. to shoulder
with my assistant majority floor leader on
this particular one, and I just inyite the
attention of Senator Cyr of Aroostook:to the

i, fact that the tremendous forces have been
“unleashed and they certainly are runmng
“rampantrighthere-+——+ -~ o
" "As the good Senator Cummmgs from

" Penobscot pointed out, why in the world do

we need to register: annually with the:
commission .on: forms provided for the

commission, and how many dams is.it we

" havein the state— 600-odd dams?

Senator. Collins’; historical research
leaves me a little bewrldered He says here
that the ‘legislature declares that it is.

. desirable for: littoral proprietors and the

-~ public to have water: levels in bodies, of

_water impounded’ in. dams maintained at -
~ the level: which such bodies have:

trad1t1onally maintained. Now, I ask you;

- let's just take. Wyman Dam; the dam thatf
" gives us the:juice we have got rlght here

now, that goes up and down. What is the

~ levelthatis maintained theretraditionally?...-

What is the level that is maintained:
traditionally: behind ‘any: dam? First,
what' time ‘of the year? Does it have
flashboards?. At what stage is the

- drawdown? This very definitely. is not a

thing that we should be putting on: the:
bOOk%KOfmthezStateaomeame I am very.

SENATE;%JUN'E/l6f'l975~ S—

disappointed: In'my opinion, this’ goes even
further to obfuscate the problem.. .

The PRESIDENT: The Chair’ recogmzes s k

: the Senator from Knox, Senator Collins,
Mr.: COLLINS: Mr. President; I suggest:

that the fears of 'the good: Senator from
Cumberland, Senator Berry, are not

founded in fact. This bill is really directed '

at what we call the neglected dam. It is not
directed at Wyman Dam, In fact there are:
specrfrc exceptions: for all: dams where
there is active beneficial function going on.
Some of: those: functlons are’ specxﬁcally
. deseribed,” such as the function ‘in the
generatron of hydroelectric  power or

similar power, uses for: downstream
sluicing; movement of sewage,’ and this"
‘sort’ of thing: Every comrnerclal dam

would be excepted

A careful mventory of all of Mame s

dams was done in 1974 There were just

over 1,000 dams. The number that we are
gomtmg at here ‘is; I believe; 52 These

ams are ones that are badly neglected
and they are mostly in areas whereé there is

either no commercial development and no-.

recreational development, or there are in
22 cases active cottage developments

around these lakes. The original economi¢

purpose of the dams, usually to impound
water for the turmng of thé wheels of saw
mills or grist mills or to impound a water
supply- for drinking “or- perhaps an

industrial use, has since passed along.




