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Mr. LESSARD of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I would like to call the at
tention of the Senate at this time 
that we are discussing this matter, 
that this was one of the first mat
ters taken up by the citizens com
mittee of the PAS. As you well 
know, this committee was com
prised of some forty members, from 
every walk of life here in our great 
state, from labor, management, gov
ernment, education, practically ev
ery phase and from every county 
and this matter was seriously con
sidered by the subcommittee, was 
reported to the general committee 
and was unanimously recommended 
that at this legislature it should be 
introduced. I think that these peo
ple who perhaps are not directors, 
but ·are stockhoLders in our state, 
people who came here to give of 
their time without pay on many oc
casions gave serious thought to this 
matter and I think they do repre
sent a cross section of our people. I 
believe that their recommendation 
should be sent to the people for their 
approval or disapproval. 

Mr. PIKE of Oxford: Mr. Presi
dent and members of the Senate, 
I know I am very old fashioned be
cause there are lots of things in 
the PAS report that I don't agree 
with and I am greatly in the minori
ty. I know I am in the minority 
here when I say that I sincerely and 
honestly believe that a good govern
or can be elected again for another 
two year term or perhaps three two 
year terms but if we have a poor 
Governor by chance, two years is 
long enough. I am glad for once 
this session to be able to agree with 
the Senator from Franklin, Senator 
Butler. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Knox, Senator 
Low, that the resolve be finally 
passed. 

This being 'a Constitutional Amend
ment 

A division of the Senate was had. 
The PRESIDENT: The Chair 

votes in the affirmative. 
Twenty-two having voted in the 

affirmative a~d nine opposed, the 
resolve was fmally passed. 

Bill "An Act to Authorize the 
Issuance of Bonds in the Amount of 

Twenty-four Million DoUars on Be
half of the State of Maine for the 
Purpose of Building State High
ways." rH. P. 1056) (L. D. 1504) 

On motion by Mr. Parker of Pis
cataquis, tabled pending passage 
to be enacted. 

Mr. Low of Knox was granted 
unanimous consent to remove from 
the table, out of order and under 
suspension of the rules, the 56th 
tabled matter being, "Resolve Pro
posing an Amendment to the Consti
tution Changing the Date of the 
General Election." rH. P. 66) (L. D. 
93) tabled by that Senator on May 
17 pending final passage; and the 
same Senator moved the pending 
question. 

Mr. BUTLER of Franklin: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen
ate, .again I rise in opposition to the 
motion of my good friend, Senator 
Low of Knox. When we look at this 
bit of legislation 'and the arguments 
which you have heard for it many 
times, we are ignoring the fact that 
when we tie our state election into 
our federal election sooner or later, 
we are going to so interweave these 
two that the elements of one will 
overcome the elements of the other 
and that our state policy will go 
along with our federal policy. We 
have seen this happen in the past 
and we have been thankful that 
we have a September election. 

We have had argument that it is 
costing us more. Is it costing more 
for us to stand up and properly 
handle our own 'affairs in deference 
to what may be handed to us. Are 
we 'attempting to ride in on the 
coattails of the popular party of the 
time? I am not having reference 
either to a Republicanadministra
tion or a Democratic administration 
because those terms are merely 
words. I do have a feeling that if 
we are going to keep a sound gov
ernment here in Maine we should 
not permit arguments relative to 
what is being done on a national 
scale involve what we do on a 
state scale and for that reason I 
feel that it is not good legislation 
and I shall vote against it. 

Mr. SILSBY of Hancock: Mr. 
President, again it app.ears that per
haps I am barking up the wrong 
tree so to speak but somehow I want 
to go on record that this old chest-
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nut that has been here for the past 
six terms that I know of and I 
think it is seven terms, or fourteen 
years I can recall a few terms back 
when it was the number one bill. 
Again I am oppo,sed to the change 
of the election date. I lam standing 
on my own convictions in that par
ticular. I think the fundamental 
reason for not changing it is by rea
son of the advertising we get from 
our election throughout the length 
and breadth of this nation. I think 
that in itself offsets perhaps some 
of the inconvenience, perhaps some 
of the expense that you will hear 
argued in behalf of this resolve. 

And somehow I am still old fash
ioned. I hope I am progressive but 
not to the end that I want to change 
our election date because I believe 
that the date we have was the good 
judgment of our forefathers, at a 
time when voters could get to the 
polls and go out in the state of 
Maine and not be subject to severe 
weather conditions and I think, too, 
that perhaps there are still many 
who are old fashioned, and then too 
I cannot see why we should confuse 
the issue. I don't believe we want 
to vote upon all the state matters 
and the affairs of the federal gov
ernment in the same election and 
there are many other reasons I 
can enumerate but I am not gDing 
to take your time because I just 
want to go on record as one of the 
persons who is still old fashioned. 

I also want to' say that by the 
legislature sending the referendum 
to the people we have simply sub
stituted the opportunity Df their vot
ing if they so desire in lieu of their 
petition to the legislature. I cannot 
believe that if these issues we are 
discussing are so important as many 
would have you believe, that the 
people of this state would not a 
long time ago have petitioned the 
legislature for an opportunity to vote 
upon it and in view of those facts 
and for those reasons I again will 
vote against this resolve. 

Mr. LESSARD of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I rise to state again that 
this was also a matter considered 
by the citizens committee, and here 
again, unanimously they recom
mended that this legislation be tak
en up by the referendum. There 
were no objections to it and I might 

say that that day perh3ps will mark 
a day in our state when progress 
finally comes to us and we may go 
forward and take our proper place 
in this great nation. 

The PRESIDENT: The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from 
Knox, Senator Low, that the resolve 
be finally passed. 

This being a constitutional amend
ment 

A division of the Senate was had. 
Twenty-eight having voted in the 

affirmative and four opposed, the 
resolve was finally passed. 

Orders of the Day 
The President laid before the 

Senate the first tabled and especial
ly assigned matter being bill, "An 
A'ct Relating to Bounty on Bears" 
(H. P. 159) (L. D. 206); tabled by 
the Senator from Piscataquis, Sena
tor Parker on May 21 pending mo
tion by Senator Carpenter of Som
erset to indefinitely postpone. 

Mr. PARKER of Piscataquis: Mr. 
President, may I inquire the status 
of the bill? 

The PRESIDENT: So far as the 
Senate is concerned, the next af
firmative motion would be to ac
cept the Majority report ought to 
pass as amended with Committee 
Amendment B, the bill having been 
tabled pending motion by the Sena
tor from Somerset, Senator Carpen
ter to indefinitely postpO'ne. 

Mr. PARKER: Mr. President, I 
understand there is an amendment 
that puts this bounty on in the four 
northern and eastern counties of 
the state. Are we voting O'n the bill 
with that amendment? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
note that the affirmative motion 
could be made only after the mo
tion of the Senator from Somerset, 
Senator Carpenter, has been de
feated. Then any member of the 
Senate may make the affirmative 
motion to accept the ought to' pass 
as amended report of the commit
tee, the bill will have its first read
ing and then the consideratiO'n of 
such amendments as are on the 
bill would be in O'rder. 

ThereuPO'n, Committee Amend
ment A and Committee Amendment 
B were read. 

Mr. PARKER of Piscataquis: Mr. 
President, I did want to hear those 
amendments because the remarks 


