
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

OF THE 

One Hundred and Third 
Legislature 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

Volume II 

May 10 to June 15, 1967 

KENNEBEC JOURNAL 
AUG USTA, MAINE 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, MAY 12, 1967 1931 

present. Will thQse Senators whQ 
favQr taking the vQte by the 
"Yeas" and "Nays" please stand 
and remain standing until cQunted. 
ObviQusly enQugh Senators having 
arisen, the VQte will be taken by 
the "Yeas" and "Nays". 

The questiQn again is 'On the 
mQtiQn 'Of the Senator f r '0 m 
Cumberland, SenatQr Berry, that 
we accept the Ought NQt tQ Pass 
RepQrt 'Of the CQmmittee. ThQse 
in favQr 'Of accepting the Ought 
NQt tQ Pass Report will say "Yes." 
ThQse 'Opposed tQ accepting the 
RepQrt will say "NQ." The 
Secretary will call the rQll. 

ROLL CALL 
YEAS: SenatQrs Albair, Ander

sQn, Barnes, Beckett, B err y , 
Brewer, Curtis, FergusQn, GoQd, 
Greeley, Hildreth, HQffses, JQhn
SQn, Katz, MacLeod, RQss, Sewall, 
SprQul, VUes, Yeung, and Presi
dent Campbell. 

NAYS: Senaters Beisvert, CQU
turier, Duquette, F.arley, Girard, 
Harding, Lund, Mills, NQrris, Reny, 
Snew, Stern, Wyman. 

A R'Oll Gall was had. 21 Senat'Ors 
having veted in the affirmative, 
and 13 Senaters having V'Oted in 
the negative, the Ought N'Ot t'O 
Pass C'Ommittee Rep'Ort was 
accepted in c'Oncurrence. 

Divided Report 

The Maj'Ority 'Of the Cemmittee 
'On State GQvernment 'On Res'Olve, 
ProPQsing an Amendment tQ the 
ConstitutiQn Providing fQr the Ap
pointment of the Secretary 'Of 
State by the GDvernDr. m. P. 247) 
(L. D. 355) repDrted that the same 
Ought N'Ot tQ Pass. 

(Signed) 
Senat'Ons: 

WYMAN 'Of W~shingtQn 
LUND 'Of Kennebec 

Representatives: 
DENNETT of Kittery 
WATTS 'Of Machias 
CORNELL 'Of Orene 
RIDEOUT 'Of Manchester 
PHILBROOK 'Of Seuth 

Pertland 

The Min'Ority 'Of the same C'Om
mittee 'On the same subject matter 

rep'Orted that the same Ought te 
Pass. 

(Signed) 
Senat'Or: 

STERN 'Of Penobscet 
Representatives: 

STAJRlBIRD 'Of Kingman 
T'Ownship 

MAR'llIN of E.agle Lake 

CQmes from rthe H'Ouse, Maj'Ority 
Report-Ought Nelt t'O Pass Read 
and: Accepted. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
l"ecognizes the Senat'Or fr'Om Wash
ingt'On, Senator Wyman. 

,Mr. WYMAN 'Of WashingtQn: Mr. 
President, I meve we accept the 
Ought N'Ot tQ Pass RepQrt 'Of the 
C'Ommittee. 

The PRES~DENT: The Senater 
from Washingt'On, Senat'Or Wyman, 
moves that we accept the Maj'Ority 
Ought N'Ot t'O Pass Rep'Ort 'Of the 
C'Ommittee. 

Tlhe Chair TecQgnizes the Sena
t'Or frQm Ar'Oest'O'Ok, Senatoc Hard
ing. 

iMr. HARDING of Are'Ost'O'Ok: 
Mr. Pl'esident and Members 'Of the 
Senate: I rise t'O object t'O the me
H'On 'Of the ,Senat'Or fwm Washing
t'On, SenatQr Wyman. On this black 
Friday we are seeing a let 'Of ep
P'Ortunities t'O impreve our State 
ge down rthe drain. 

I think actually the majerity par
ty has paid a tribute te these meas
Ul'es by scheduling them t'O be 
heard all en the same day. Beoause 
the peeple 'Of Maine, if they were 
scheduled 'On different days, weuld 
have a better understanding 'Of 
the contents 'Of each bill. Each of 
these bills are pregressive meas
ures. I think this is net a ,coinci
dence that they are scheduled all 
te be heard teday because the ma
jerity party, it seems t'O me, real
izes that the peeple ,are very much 
aw,are 'Of what is g'Oing 'On, and 
they are lOQking f'Or pr'Ogress, and 
'On these days that y'OU see pr'O
gress'ive meves, when they have 
them soheduled all 'en the same 
day I think the hepe i,s that they 
will n'Ot ceme t'O the attentien 'Of 
the Maine pe'Ople. The peeple iru 
Maine will be aware 'Of this, and 
the peeple in Maine wiH als'O be 
aware 'Of the great disc'Ourtesy 
which has been shown here te the 
minority party and the Gevern'Or 
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in this matter. I think one thing 
that can be said about the people 
in: Maine is that they do expect us 
legislators to come down here and 
fight a hard fight. But they do ex
pect us also to be courteO'us and 
follow the rules of the game, so 
to Ispeak. I suggest to you that on 
this day, when a simple request 
for a tabling motion has been 
made - and these requests have 
always been universally granted 
in other instances - in fact, this 
very day other requests on minor 
matters have been gmIJJted, but 
on these particular things they 
are all lumped in on the same day, 
and the people of Maine are goin:g 
to ask why. 

In regards to this amendment 
to the constitution pr,oviding that 
the governor appoint the Secre
tary of State, a lot of people think 
that government is a lot different 
fmm business and has a different 
set-up, but the State of Maine is 
big business. The State of Maine 
in the next biennium will be 
spending something like $450,000. 
We have the resPO'nsibility of hav
ing an efficient Iset-up so that our 
taxpayers will be getting the maxi
mum amount for theJr donars. If 
you had a corporation set up so 
that the president of the corpora
tion could neither hire nor fire 
his treasurer, could neither hire 
nor fire h~s secretary, and could 
neither hire nor fire his attorney 
general, or his lawyer, let's s,ay, I 
think that president would have 
his hands pretty well tied. We 
are tying the hanids of the Gover
nor and making it extremely dif
ficult for him to administer the 
affairs of the State. And the peo
ple who are paying for this are 
the taxpayers 'Of Maine, the inef
ficiency of this go'vernment. You 
folks here are familiar with our 
state gov$"nmenlt, have vislHed 
around the various departments, 
I am ,sure that there is no. Oll!e 
here that is SlatLslfied that the 
State of Maine is being run as 
eff,icientIy as tt could be run. And 
it is using the,se practices in 
business that have been shown to 
be ,successful; we just aren't. We 
have two standards of conduct. 

Now, someO'ne mentioned to me 
that we have a IO't O'f talent in 
this Senate. Well, I think that is 

true, but it is a question of 
whether that talent is going to 
be used, because we 18it idly by 
beclause someone has said "Well, 
this is a party mea'Sure," and 
therefore, you go down the line 
on ,it. This ,talent will be unused, 
all!d I suggest to you that it is 
,going unused. If you went out be'
fore the V1ot,ers of Maine, you can't 
justify this posniO'n of denying 
your Chief Executive these pow
ers of appointment and the right 
to hire ,and fire. It is ll!ot justi
fiahle in business ,and iJt is nOlt 
justifiable in our State Gove'rn~ 
ment, ,and it is not the way we 
run our Federal GoveTlliment. 

So, I would suggest to you on 
this black Friday that the people 
of Maine are going to be very un
happy with the decisions made 
here today, but the people of Maine 
are going to know about these 
decisions. And I think it is very 
regrettable, and it is a first rank 
discourtesy which I suggest the 
majority party has made to the 
minority party, and I very much 
regret it. But I assure you, despite 
the discourtesy, that we will try to 
work for the best interests of the 
State of Maine, and this discourtesy 
which was shown to us we will not 
return it to you. When the vote is 
taken I ask that it be taken by 
the "Yeas" and "Nays." 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
recognizes the Senator from Pe
nobscot, Senator MacLeod. 

Mr. MacLEOD of Penobscot: 
Mr. President and Members of the 
Senate: I rise to object to some 
of the remarks made by the Sen
ator from AroostO'ok, Senator Har
ding, regarding the "rank discour
tesy" which is the phrase he used 
to allude to the leadership of this 
Senate. 

A member of his party, and a 
member of this body, two months 
ago spoke to four or five Senators 
of my own party upstairs in the 
retiring room and he said that he 
must confess he was treated more 
as a gentleman as a minority 
member of this body this session 
than he had been under previous 
leadership. 

When we talk about tabling 
items, or being given the privilege 
to' table, the leadership of this 
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Senate is charged with the re
sponsibility of conducting this 
Legislature on an expeditious 
basis. And when we have several 
important items, as the Senator 
from Aroostook, Senator Harding, 
referred to the State Government 
matters, I can't think of any way 
bettcr than to put them together 
in one day. When he refers to the 
discourtesy shown to the Governor 
by not allowing him to address us 
next week, I don't think there is 
any objection to his addressing us 
next week, but I will remind the 
Senate and remind the Senator 
from Aroostook that these items 
we are considering this morning 
were on the table in the House for 
about two weeks, amd the Executive 
should have been aware of that. 
And if he had wanted to bring to 
our attention his wishes, he had 
ample opportunity to do so. 

I would think that if,-in this 
item, the man who is now in the 
front office, and held this job for 
two years, and used that two years 
to run for the office he now holds 
-if he had spent more of his time 
in that office perhaps he would 
know more about State Govern
ment. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
recognizes the Senator from Knox, 
Senator Hoffses. 

Mr. HOFFSES of Knox: Mr. 
President and Members of the 
Senate: I rise to take exception to 
the remarks of the good Senator 
from Aroostook, Senator Harding. 
I am one of only two of the mem
bers of this Senate of the then 
minority party of the 102nd Legis. 
lature who is back here this time 
as a member of the majority party. 
I can say here and now that the 
courtesies extended by the 103rd 
Legislature of the majority party 
to the minority party are certainly 
every bit as gracious as those ex
tended to us, the minority party, 
by those of the majority party of 
the 102nd Legislature. 

The PRESIDENT: Is the Senate 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the Sen
ator from Penobscot, Sen a tor 
Stern. 

Mr. STERN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President and fellow members of 
the Senate: I rise, first, so my 

fellow Senators will not get the 
wrong idea that I am not in favor 
of the arguments advanced by my 
good friend, Senator Harding, in 
his support for what I deem to be 
favorable and progressive legisla
tion. You will notice that my name 
is appended to many of these State 
Government Reports, the Minority 
Ought to Pass Reports. The only 
reason that I haven't got up to 
support and argue in connection 
with these bills is that, first, you 
will remember that I spoke only 
the other day, imploring and beg
ging the members of the Senate 
not to set these matters up on 
Friday, so I have a personal 
reason. I have got to try some 
cases this afternoon, and if I start
ed debating everything I would 
never get to them. This is the day 
when many of us have to get home 
and we have to travel long dis
tances. But I do want to make the 
comment that I am in support of 
this legislation. 

We heard these matters at the 
last session, and we heard the 
pros and cons, and my feelings 
and convictions have not changed 
whatsoever. I feel that it is pro
gressive legislation, and I think the 
only reason we are having this op
position is that if this favorable 
legislation was passed my good 
friends, the Republicans, would 
seem to think that this is some
thing the Democrats should be 
given credit for. I don't care who 
gets credit for it. It may not be 
this year, but if will come, because 
it is progressive and it is for the 
best interests of the people. And 
when it is for the best interests of 
the people, when the election time 
comes, you will see the proof of 
it in the vote. 

Now, I am not going to argue 
any more on this because I don't 
think that any argument, for or 
against, on any particular bill is 
going to influence anyone. And I 
will say this: it seems worthy to 
note that the Majority Committee 
Report seems to have the "kiss of 
death" except for legislation such 
as this which apparently is parti
san politics. 

The,re was an article in the paper 
the other day, or just this morning, 
by Hanson in the Portland Press, 
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which indicated that this Legisla
ture was paying little or no at
tention to the Committee Reports. 
And I don't think we are. But 
you will notice that we are on 
these particular bills that appar
ently have the tag of party leader
ship. But I ,am not going to de
bate any furthei!' on any of these 
bills except to state that for the 
past bills which my good friend, 
Senator Harding, has argued upon, 
and these which are coming up, 
on which my name is appended to 
the Minority Ought to Pass Re
port, I am supporting him and I 
am supporting his arguments, and 
I d'On't expe'Ct anyone to be per
suaded. If you are, you ought to 
let me know before yoU vote, be
cause I have a weak heart. 

The PRESIDENT: The ChaIT rec
ognizes the Senator from Cumber
land, Senator Berry. 

Mr. BERRY of Cumberl!and: Mr. 
President and Members of the 
Senate: When Senator Hoffses 
stood up and took his handker
chief out I was very much im
pl'essed because, boy, we have 
seen some crying here this morn
ing. 

We start using words like 
"What the people of the State 'Of 
Maine think," and when we start 
using words like "discourtesy," we 
are ,reflecting oln the people of the 
State of Maine and their intelli
gence, we lare reflecting on the 
make-up of this Legislature and its 
intelligence, and we are reflecting 
on the leadership of the majority 
party and their treatment of the 
minority party. 

I submit to you, Members of the 
Senate, that the leadership of this 
Senate are pillars of tolerance and 
courtesy. Senator Harding has had 
ample ,advance notice of what was 
going to take place today. He 
could have stood up and ,argued 
this matter on its merits. A great 
deal of his talk was devoted to 
completely irrelevant mat t e r s 
which have nothing to do with 
the appointment of the Secretlary 
of State by the Governor. 

lam opposing this legislation on 
specific grounds. I am opposing 
this legislation in that it would 
give the Governor la ·chance to 
build up a beautiful political ma-

chine. I pick no bones with the 
action of Governor Curtis to date 
on his appointments. But I do see, 
if this legislation is passed, ample 
opportunity for the development of 
a personal following occupying key 
positions in our State. I would 
submit that the answer to such 
problems would be either more 
frequent meetings of the Legisla
ture or the appointment of com
mittees to work closely with the 
operations of our government dur
ing the 'absence of the LegislatUre. 

I believe that it is incorre.ct to 
say that this is black Friday be
cause one's personal views are not 
being followed by a majority of 
the Senate. I believe that it is 
incorrect to say that it is a bad 
day for the State of Maine because 
progressive legislation is going 
down the drain. These are per
sonal beliefs of the people who 
say them. No one 'Clan speak for 
what is good legislation, what is 
good for the State of Maine, and 
what the pe'Ople of the State of 
Maine think. I would point out 
in conclusion, ti:\lat when th~ 
people of the State of Maine send 
people to the Legislature they 
make their mind up. 

The PRESIDENT: Is the Senate 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the Sen
ator from York, Senator Farley. 

Mr. FARLEY of York: Mr. 
President and Members of the Sen
ate: I have been around here since 
1949. I have been under some 
tough leadership in the majority 
party when I Wlas a member of the 
minority party. But I am dis
gusted here this morning to see 
the leadership deny us the right 
to table, something that we were 
given under the Honorable John 
Green, when he was President of 
the Senate, ,and the Honorable 
R'Obert Haskell. As a small mi
nority we were given recognition. 

There seems to be here, and it 
doesn't go with me in my politieal 
life, a little hatred upon the plart 
of some for the minority party, 
from the words that have been 
spoken, but, after all, we ave two 
political parties; we don't want to 
kid ourselves one way or the other, 
and we are playing politics. All 
the minority party asked for here 
this morning was la motion to table 
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some matters until a later date, and 
we were refused that. I do feel 
disappointed in those that I have 
been associated with. I have tried 
to play fair with the majority 
party. I have left my party at some 
times in the years that I have been 
here. I can assure you that we 
should have had that courtesy of 
laying these matters on the table 
until we could have gotten our 
heads together to talk it over. I 
haven't even balked it over with 
our minority leader, although it is 
in our platform. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair rec
ognizes the Senator from Somer
set, Senator Johnson. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Somerset: Mr. 
President and Members of the 
Senate: With reference to the re
marks of the good Senator from 
York, Senator Farley, about not 
being given the privilege to table, 
these bills were tabled in the 
House for approximately two 
weeks. Everyone was aware of the 
time and the date they would come 
off the table. We had one bill here 
that was tabled in the Senate, and 
the Majority Floor Leader was 
told that it would be tabled and 
taken up on this date, or that date. 

It seems to me that the Demo
cratic Party is attempting to 
change the structure of State 
Government, and they are doing it 
in a way that perhaps the average 
person would find impossible. In 
other words, they are starting at 
the top 'and going down. I think 
that everyone here realizes that 
to get to the top 'and do something 
right you have got to take the first 
step. I would say - of course, 
some Of them will deny that it is 
governmental reform - but when 
the Governor vetoed the big "X" 
that we passed through, and the 
minority party objected to that 
bill. I would say that they failed 
in th,at res'pect to take their first 
step in good structural govern
mental reform. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
recognizes the Senator from 
Aroostook, Senator Harding. 

Mr. HARDING of Aroostook: Mr. 
President and Members of the 
Senate: I would refer you to your 
House Calendars, which I think 
most of you have on your desks, 
as to when these items were 

tabled in the House. I think prac
tically all of them were tabled 
May 5th, which is not quite two 
weeks. 

I know this item has been 
brought up again and again as 
to whether or not it was reform to 
have the elimination of the big 
box. I don't see that it is 'actually 
pertinent to this particular matter, 
but I would say this: that when 
you eliminate that big box you ,are 
taking away a right that the voter 
has. By theSle mealsures weare 
talking about we are trying to give 
the voters a greater control, ,a 
greater say, in their State Govern
ment. Of all of the arguments 
which have been made here this 
morning, I haven't heard a single 
one on the merits of whether or 
not the Governor should have the 
right to appoint the Secretary. 

I would alsD point out that the 
Senator from Penobscot, Senator 
MacLeod, said that the present 
Governor did not attend to his 
duties as Secretary of State. 
Whether or not that is true, there 
is this basic weakness in the 
composition of your Legislature 
appointing department heads, be
cause each department head has 
185 bosses and, therefore, no boss. 
This is a weakness,and this is 
what we ought to correct, because 
it is costing our people a lot of 
money to have this inefficient form 
of government. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
recognizes the Senator from Knox, 
Senator Hoffses. 

Mr. HOFFSES of Knox: Mr. 
President and Members of the 
Senate: I would like to remind the 
good Senator from York, Senator 
Farley, wh'Om I cDnsider a close 
persDnal friend, a committee mem
ber who has rendered a great deal 
'Of service to the committee which 
he has served on with me, but I 
would have tG remind that go'Od 
SenatGr that he was not a member 
of the 102nd Legislature SD, there
fore, I would nGt feel th,at he was 
in as good a position to determine 
just the extent of the courtesies 
granted by the majority party tG 
the minority party. And I would 
re-emphasize the remarks which 
I made before, and that is that 
in this 103rd Legislature, the 
majority party has extended equal-
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ly those courtesies, 'and I believe 
we have gone beyond in some cases 
those extended by the majority 
party of the 102nd Legislature to 
the minority party. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator 
from Aroostook, Senator Harding, 
has requested that the vote be 
taken by the "Yeas" ,and "Nays." 
As many as ,are in favor of taking 
the vote by the "Yeas" and 
"Nays" will stand in their places 
until counted. 

Obviously a sufficient number 
having arisen, the vote will be 
taken by the "Yeas" ,and "Nays." 
The pending question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Wash
ington, Senato,r Wyman, that we 
accept the Majority Ought Not to 
Pass Report of the Committee. As 
many as are in favor of the motion 
will vote "Yes"; those opposed to 
the motion, "No." The Secretary 
will call the roll. 

ROLL CALL 

YEAS: Senators Alb air, Ander
son, Barnes, Beckett, Berry, Brew
er, Curtis, Ferguson, Good, Gree
ley, Hildreth, Hoffses,. Johnson, 
Kjatz, Lund, MacLeod, Mills, Ross, 
Sewall, Viles, Wyman, Young, 
and Pre!sidelnlt Campbell. 

NAYS: Senators Boisvert, Cou
turier, Duquette, Farley, Girard, 
Harding, Norris, Reny, Snow, 
Stern. 

ABSENT: Senator Sproul. 
A roll call was had. 23 Senators 

having voted in the ,affirmative, 
and 10 Senators having voted in 
the negative, the Majority Ought 
Not to P,ass Report of the Com
mittee was accepted in con
currence. 

Divided Report 
The Maj ortty of the Committee 

on State Government on Resolve, 
P]'1oposing an Amendment to the 
Constitution Providing for the Ap
pointment of the Treasurer of 
State by the Governor. (H. P. 248) 
(L. D. 356) reported that the same 
Ought Not to Pass. 
(Signed) 
Senators: 

WYMAN of Washington 
LUND of Kennebec 

Representatives: 
DENNETT of Kittery 
WATTS of Machias 
CORNELL of Orono 
RIDEOUT of Manchester 
PHILBROOK 

of South Port,land 
The Minodty of the same Com

mittee on the lSame subject matter, 
reported that the same Ought to 
Pass 
(Signed) 
Senator: 

STERN of Penobscot 
Representatives: 

MARTIN of Eagle Lake 
STARBIRD 

of Kingman Township 
Comes from ,the Hous'e, Majority 

Ought Not to Pass Report, Read 
'and Accepted. 

11he PRESIDENT: The Chair rec
ognizes the Senator from Washing
ton, Senato'r Wyman. 

Mr. WYMAN of Washington: Mr. 
President, I move we 'a'ccept ,the 
Ought Not to Pass Report of the 
Committee. 

The PRBSIDENT: The Senator 
from Washington, Senator Wyman, 
moves that we now accept the Ma
jority Ought Not to Pass Report 
of the Committee. 

The Cha,ir recognizes the Sen
ator from Aroostook, Senator 
Harding. 

Mr. HARDING of Aroostook: 
Mr. Pre'sident and Members of the 
Senate: As we move on this black 
Friday, I think this particular 
mea,sure poinlts up an of the argu
ments best to be made about com
trol of our State Government. 

You have seen' in 1964, I believe 
it was, that Ithe Legislature had a 
study made as far as investing 
state funds was concerned, I be
lieve it was the P.A.S. Report, and 
it was pointed out that we were 
wals:ting hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of tax:payers' money by not 
having our money ,invested; it was 
just lying idle in the banks. 

As I mentioned, when you have 
185 bosses you have no boss, and 
this went unnoticed and the State 
of Maine 10ist millionls of dolla,rs 
thereby. This is the best example 
of all. I want the people of Maine 
to kno'W how the members of the 
Senate feel about this, so ;'hat if 
we wish to fall into the same pos-




