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Mr. LEVESQUE: Parliamentary 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER: the gentleman 
may proceed. 

Mr. LEVESQUE: Mr. Sp-eaker, 
may I request frDm the Speaker 
if it is nDt a rule of this HDuse 
that nO' HDuse will 'be in sessiDn 
while there are CDmmittee hear­
ings? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair 
would advise the gentleman that 
when CDmmittee hearings .are ad­
vertised and peDp-1e are asked to' 
CDme to' testify, that the House 
will nDt be in sessiDn. However, 
the Chair understands that theTe 
aren't any hearings advertised fDr 
public hearings. All thDse in faVDr 
Df adjDurning until nine-thirty to­
mDI'1I1DW mDrning will vDte yes and 
those opposed will vDte nO', and the 
Chair will open the vDte. 

A vDte Df the HDuse was taken. 
47 having voted in the affirma­

tive and 76 having vDted in the 
negative, the mDtiDn to' adjourn 
did nDt pl'evail. 

Thereupoon, Dn mDtiDn of Mr. 
Richardson of Cumberland, 

Recess-ed until two-thirty D'clDCk 
this afternDDn. 

Mter Recess 
2:30 P.M. 

Oalled to' Drder by the Speaker. 

The Chair laid befDre the HDuse 
the fifth item Df Unfinished Busi­
ness: 

HOUSE MAJORITY REPORT 
(7) - Ought NDt to' Pass - Com­
mittee Dn State GDvernment Dn Re­
sDlve PrDpDsing an Amendment to' 
the CDnstitutiDn PrDviding fDr the 
ApPDintment Df the Treasurer Df 
State by the GovernDr (H. P. 248) 
(L. D. 356) - MINORITY RE­
PORT (3) - Ought to Pass. 

Tabled - May 5, by Mr. Rich­
ardsDn Df Cumberland. 

Pending - Ac'ceptance Df either 
RepDrt. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the -genUeman f!lDm Kit­
tery, MT. Dennett. 

Mr. DENNETT: 'Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the HDus·e: I move 
the acceptance Df the MajDrity 
"Ought nDt to' pass" RepDrt Df 
the CDmmittee. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from KitteTY, _Mr. Dennett, nDW 
mDves the acceptanoe Df the Ma­
jDrity "Ought nDt to' pass" Report. 

The Chair recognizes the gen­
tleman from Eagle Lake, Mr. Mar­
tin. 

Mr. MARTIN: ,M'!". Spe-aker, 
Ladies and Gentlemen Df the 
House: This is the secDnd bill 
which I spDnsDred befDre the State 
Government CDmmittee relating 
to' powers of the GDvernor; the 
first Df cDurse was def·eated this 
mDrning, that in which the GDV­
ernDr wDuld have been given the 
power to' appDint the Secretary Df 
State. Since there was much de­
debate thiSi mDrning abDut le.gis­
lative powerr-s in relatiDnship to' 
gubernatDrial pDweTs, I will at­
tempt to' discuss SDme Df this with 
YDU now. 

Frequently, propDsaLs which are 
designed to' augment the p,ower 
and pre'stige of the GovernDr of 
the State of Miaine are chaHe.nged 
by Legislators and Executive Coun~ 
cillDrs as affDrding tDD much pow­
er fDr 'Our Chief Executive. Al­
thDUgh SDme may feel this way 
and I presume thalt some- members 
Df the Republican Party dO', I be~ 
lieve that the public as a whole 
dDes not accept this point of view. 

TO' create a real Chief Execu­
tive whO' can Ie-ad the state we 
need to' prO' vide him with increa.sed 
autho-rity, whether he be Republi­
can -or Democrat. We need to' main­
tain a ·strDng independent Legisla­
ture. This can be dDne. And we 
a-lso need to' maintain a healthy 
demDcmtic responsibility Df Dur 
Chief Executive to' the vDteTs Df 
the State 'Df Maine. This can alsO' 
be dDne. And by soo dDing the pub­
lic welfare will be s.af-eguarded. 

Adequate safeguards to check 
the Executive will remain. The 
Legislature wDuld continue to' be 
the mOist powerful branch of Dur 
State GDvernment. We need not 
doubt that these -adequate checks 
WDuld continue to' exist. 

FDr example, public Dpinion will 
exert cDntinuous fDrce and the 
vDters Df Maine will hold the 
Gov-ernor respDnsible at the next 
electiDn, If he chDoses nDt to' be a 
candidate, the voters would hold 
his political p.arty and its candi­
dates respDnsible fDr any misdirec-
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Hon or incompetency disP,layed 
while in office. The Legisl,ature 
stiH would control the purse 
strings and no ,administration can 
operate a program without the 
provision of funds by the State 
Legislature. ALso, the Governor is 
dependent on the Leg1slature for 
Statutes to create such programs 
that he thinks benefkial. The Gov­
ernor is vulnerable to the Legis­
lature's will by the possibility of 
any veto being overridden by a 
two-thirds vote of those present 
and vloting in 'each hous'e. 

I hope that this partial list of 
checks and balances on our Gov­
ernor indicates Ithat we need not 
fear abuse of Executive power in 
the State of Maine. The contI'a["y 
is the case. We need a SitI10ng Gov­
erlllor. Of coune this L. D. in reIa­
tionship to the appointment of 
State Treasurer is one of the bills 
which would take this into com­
side<ratton. 

It seems to me that control of 
the finances that have been placed 
at the disposal of the Executive 
Branch is an essential p,art of the 
Chief ExelcU!tive's power. At the 
present time the finances ,are con­
trolled in larg,e measure by the 
State Treasurer who is elected 
and theref'ore responsible to the 
Legislative B<ranch. M.ay I p'oint 
lOut to you that we meet approxi­
mately seventy-five' days every two 
years, and after that who is he re­
sponsible to? I 'am asking you to­
day to give serious, consideration 
to a pl'opoSiedamenrdment which 
would reform the Constitution and 
strengthen the l'espollisibility of the 
Governor ,of the State of Maine by 
makillig the Treasm'er 'Of the State 
an ,administrator appointed by the 
Governor rather than by the Legis­
lative Branch of our Government. 
Mr. Speak!er, I move that when the 
v'Ote be taken, if be taken by the 
yeas allid nays. 

The SPEAKER The Chair rec­
ognizes the genrtlemaln from Kit­
tery, Mr. Dellinett. 

Mr. DENNETT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Because of 
reasollis befoI1e stated on the pre­
vious bill wh~ch I think are wholly 
valid in their ,application to this 
one, I simply urge y'Ou to go with 
the Majority "Ought not to pass" 
Report of the Commrttee. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the genHeman from Mada­
waska, Mr. Levesque. 

Mr. LEVESQUE: Mr. Speaker 
and Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: I don't thiIllk I would want 
to add ,any more than what the 
Repl'esentative fl'om Eagle Lake, 
Mr. Martin, has poillited out, but 
only to po:int out the importance 
of these goverlllmentall reforms that 
at some stage in our state should 
receive some attention as to the 
powers of the Governor, whether 
it be the Ipresent or the future 
Goverlllor, that somewheres these 
powers have changed over the 
years and 'We .should try in ,all the 
sfncere effort to give the power 
of the Executive some leadership 
as to the g'overlllillig od' our state. 

Now as was pointed out this 
morning, a number of our states 
have recogIlliz'ed these needs for 
better government, for better ser­
vice to the popuLation of our state, 
and 'ool'tailll1y we in the loyal op­
positioili here today certainly feel 
that our state should comsider some 
of these documellits ,so that the 
Chief Executive, the Legislature 
and the JUdicial branch could bet­
ter ,s'erve lall of the people of the 
State 01' Ma,ine. I would hope that 
you would vote ag,airust the Ma­
jority "Ought not to pass" Relport. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? A roll call 
has <beelll l'equested. For the Chak 
to ol'der a ,roll eall it must have 
the expressed desire of one fifth 
of the members pl'esent and vot­
illig. All 'of those desirillig a roll 
call will vote yes and those opposed 
will vote no allid the Chair opens 
the vote. 

A vote of the House was taken, 
and mOire than one fifth of the 
members pres,ent having exp,ressed 
a desil1e for a TOll can, a roll call 
was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The pending 
quesUon is on the motioili of the 
gellitleman from Kittery, Mr. Den~ 
nett, that the House accept the 
MajloriJty "Ought not to palss" Re­
port on Resolve Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution 
Providing for the Appointment of 
the Treasurer of State by the 
Governor, House Paper 248, L. D. 
356. All those in favor of ,accepting 
the Majority Report will vote yes 



1836 LEGISLATIVE RECORD~HOUSE, MAY 11, 1967 

and those opposed will vote 1110, 
and the Chair opens the vote. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA - Baker, E. B.; Baker, 

R. E.; Bedard, Benson, Berman, 
Bragdon, Brown, Buck, Bunker, 
Clark, Cookson, Cornell, Crockett, 
Crosby, Cushing, Darey, Den­
nett, Dickinson, Drummond, Dunn, 
Durgin, Edwards, Evans, Ewer, 
F,arrington, Foster, Fuller, Gill, 
Hall, Hanson, H. L. ; Hanson, 
P. K.; Harriman, Hawes, Hen­
ley, Hewes, Hichens, Hinds, 
Hodgkins, Hoover, Humphrey, Im­
monen, Jameson, Jannelle, Jewell, 
Kyes, Lewin, Lincoln, Littlefield, 
Lycette, ,Maddox, McMann, Mc­
Nally, Meisner, Miliano, Mosher, 
Penderga,st, Philbrook, Pike, Port­
er, Prince, Quimby, Quinn, Rack­
liff, Richardson, G. A.; Richardson, 
H. L.; Rideout, .Robertson, Ross, 
Scott, C. F.; Scott, G. W.; Shaw, 
Shute, Snow, P. J.; Snowe, P.; 
Soulas, Susi, Townsend, Trask, 
Waltz, Watts, White, Wight, Wil­
liams, Wood, The Speaker. 

NAY Belanger, Beliveau, 
Bernard, Binnette, Boudreau, Bour­
goin, Brennan, Burnha'm, Carey, 
Carrier, Carroll, Carswell, Cham­
pagne, Conley, Cottrell, Crommett, 
Curran, Drigotas, Dudley, Fecteau, 
Fortier, Fraser, Gaudreau, Gauth­
ier, Harnois, Harvey, Healy, Hen­
nessey, Hunter, Jalbert, Keyte, 
Kilroy, Lebel, Levesque, Lowery, 
Martin, Minkowsky, Nadeau, J. F. 
R.; Nadeau, N. L.; Robinson, 
Sawyer, Scribner, Stal'bird, T,an­
guay, Truman, Wheeler. 

ABSENT - Allen, Birt, Brad­
street, Cote, Couture, D' Alfonso, 
Danton, Eustis, Giroux, Hanson, 
B. B.; Haynes, Huber, Lewis, 
Noyes, Payson, Rocheleau, Roy, 
Sahagian, Sullivan, Thompson. 

Yes, 85; No, 46; Absent, 20. 
The SPEAKER: 85 having voted 

in the affirmative and 46 having 
voted in the negative, the motion 
does prevail. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

The Chair laid before the House 
the sixth item of Unfinished Busi­
ness: 

HOUSE MAJORITY REPORT 
(6) - Ought Not to Pass - Com-

mittee on State Government on 
Resolve Proposing an Amendment 
to the Constitution Creating the 
Office of Lieutenant Governor and 
Providing for Succession 6f Office 
of the Governor (H. P. 286) (L. D. 
406) - MINORITY REPORT (4) 
- Ought to Pass. 

Tabled - May 5, by Mr. Richard­
son of Cumberland. 

Pending - Acceptance of either 
Report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Kittery, Mr. Dennett. 

Mr. DENNETT: Mr. Speaker, I 
move the acceptance of the Major­
ity "Ought not to pass" Report of 
the Committee. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Kittery, Mr. Dennett, moves 
the acceptance of the Majority 
"Ought not to pass" Report. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Rumford, Mr. Beliveau. 

Mr. BELIVEAU: Mr. Speaker 
,and Members of the House: This 
bill was one of the few govern­
mental ,reform bills that would not 
result in the surrendering of the 
so-called legislative prerog:ative. 
This would in effect relieve the 
Governor of many of his ex of­
ficio duties as well as placing the 
problem of succession as his first 
responsibility. 

Now this is not again, as I men­
tioned earlier on another bill, it 
is nota novel ,approach. Some 
thirty-nine states today have 
Lieutenant Governors, four of 
which are New England states. I 
do not intend to take up a great 
deal of time outlining the elements 
or the merits of this particular 
bill, only to remind the members 
of this House that the public of 
course with the advent of ,a four­
year term for Governor is entitled 
to h,ave ,somebody in such a posi­
tion who could easily and readily 
assume the office of Governor in 
the event that the Governor should 
resign or dies or is incapacitated 
in some manner. Now we have 
been very fortunate in Maine in 
that since 1820 we have had only 
four Governors die in office and 
who in turn were succeeded by 
individuals who had not been 
elected by the voters of the State. 


