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should be to authorize any expendiAn Act defining and limiting
exture upon bridges owned by the State, penses of supreme judicial and Imperifrom what I have learned during the or court stenographers.
discussion here. I would suggest that
Orders of the Day.
the matter lie upon the table for the
On motion of Mr. Davies of
Yarpurpose of an amendment, and make a
mouth, House Amendment A to House
1110lion accordingly.
Resolve, No. 31, relating to municipal
'.rhe motion was agreed to.
indebtedness, was taken from the table.
Mr. DAVIES If the gentleman from
First Reading of Printed Bills.
Ret';olve in favor of the clerk to the Angusta, IvIr. Williamson, would perrmt me to amend by striking out the
committGe on education.
On motion of Mr. Murphy of Port- w0rd "city" and insert in place therelaBel, th0 rules were suspended, the of the word "town" and striking out
resolve received its second reading and the word "Augusta" and inserting the
word 'Yarmouth," I think I would be
was passed to be engrossed.
Resolve repealing Chapter 338 of the pE'rfectly satisfield.
The question being on the adoption of
resolves of 1909, in favor of the town
the amendment offered by Mr. 'Villiamof Old Orchard.
son,
On motion of Mr. Wilson of Auburn,
Mr. 'VILLIAMSON: Mr. Speaker, I see
the rules were suspended, the resolve
received its second reading and was by the motion of the gentleman from
Yarmouth that he treats this resolve in a
passed to be engrossed.
Resolve authorizing the Governor to jesting manner. In other words, he think~
appoint a commission to investigate that this matter was introduced by me
as a joke. Now, I wish to assure the genInvestments for savings banks.
Or. motion of Mr. Trimble of Calai.s, tleman that so far as the city of Authe rules were suspended, the resolve gusta is concerned there Is no joke about
re,:ei','cel its second reading and \vas the matter. The amendment was unfortunately printed not exactly In the
passed to be engrossed.
Resolve in favor of the acc0ptance shape in which I had intended. The
of girts from ex-Goyernor Frederick comma which appears after the word
"Augusta" should not be there, but there
Rohie.
On P1otion of Mr. Weymouth of Saeo, should have been a comma after the word
the rules were suspended, the resolve "state." That Is to say, the grammatsolve received its second reading and ical construction of this amendment is
this: This resolution shall not be conwas passed to be engrossed.
strued to apply when it reaches a popuPassed to Be Engrossed.
lation of 40,000, which is the population
Resolye proposing an amendment to stated in the resolve, to the city of Authe constitution of Maine. conferring gusta, which is hereby declared to be
the ri~ht of suffrage on women.
forever the seat of government in this
Resolve in favor of the Eastern State State. The amendment to the constituNormal School.
tion offered by the gentleman from WestPassed to be Enacted
brook, Mr. Scates, and reported by the
An Act to supply the town of North committee applies automatically, as I unHayen with pure water.
derstand it, when by any census any
An Act to incorporate the People's city reaches the population of 40,000. The
Loan Company.
wording is "by the last census," and 1
An A('t to incorporate the
Porter understand that does not mean the last
Kezar Falls Village Corporation in th8 cencus at this time but the last cencus at
town of Porter.
the time the city takes the matter up.
An Act to amend Chapter 526 of the That is, If by tlie census of 1920 the city
Private and i'lpE'cial Laws r-f 1~71 enti- of Lewiston should ·have reached the 40,tied "An Act to confirm the doings of 000 mark then it would have had a borthe Maine Missionary Society and to rowing capacity of n per cent., and that
incorporate said society."
was the reason why these words "when
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it reaches a population of 40,000" were
inserted in this amendment.
N ow I will state the object of the
amendment. It is desired for many reasons that the fact that the city of Augusta is the seat of government should
be placed in the constitution for the rea.
son that when it is so placed it cannot
be changed. That is, the law-making
Augusta, the seat of government, cannot
be changed except by a two-thirds vote
of this House and a two-thirds vote of
the Senate and a vote of the people. Now
I will tell you why we want it. We have
had two State House fights in the last
20 years. The State House fight has cost
this Legislature two or three weeks'
work and considerable time and money,
and it has cost the State considerable in
the way of erecting additions to this
State House. In the year 1907 the capital
was almost ready to build a railroad
from the city of Augusta down the coast
to the city of Rockland, but when It was
proposed that the State House be removed the capital hesitated and when the
matter was left by the Legislature of 1907
without action having been taken so that
it was not known whether the Legislature
of 1909 would enact any law in regard to
it or not, the capital waited, and then
came the panic of 1907; and it was for
that reason, gentlemen, the doubt as to
whether this State House would remain
here at that time that we have no railroad from here to Rockland. That is one
of the main reasons.
N(";~;,

",'ho

Is it that objcrts to

'tU1V-

ing- this put into the conNtitution of
this State that Augusta ~hall relnain

the SKIt of government? 'Yhat objection is there to it?
,Yho wanb it,
anyone else'? It will help us and who
will it hurt?
I have the most sincere regard for ('very member of this
House from the city of Portland and
fr(lll1 the county of Cumberland, and
if I could be assured that for the next
20 years they would come back here,
as I
hope they
may,
this amendment would not be necessary, but I
can't tell how soon it will be before
somebody will come here and Ray "it
is a nice thing" and they will want to
move this State House. I f you pass
this amendment giving them the right
to borrow seven and a half per cent.

of t1,eir n!Iuation don't you see what
harm would come to the city of Augusta in rt'lation to the matter'? The
city of Portland came here four years
ago Bnd they

if

I

ing a

offered a million dollars,

remember
lltYW

right,

State House.

towards
~l'his

buildamend-

ment gi'.es them the right to borrow
a million and a half approximately.
DOll't you see if they have that right
at any time in the next 30 years they
1111ght come before the Legislature and
off8r to build a nGW State House. Now,
nobody in the city of Portland, nobody within the sound of my Yoice
W"-11tS it, hut we want U>:>m placed
in a position 'where the D10ney that
they may borrow shall not be used to
hurt the city of Augusta. Augusta is
not a great city.
All we have here
in Augusta is the State House and
the Kennebec river. (Laughter.)
Now,
g0nilemen, the city of Augusta has
not asked
for very much
of
this
Legislature.
The
appropriation
for
our
hospital
over
here,
our
local
hospital
was
cut
down
and
nobody objected to it. The ;lppropriation
for our Children's Home was cut down
and we made no objection. We came
here and asked for two or three l'epresentatives, wldch we believed we were
entitled to, on the apportionment, but
,YO \Y8l'e refused and ,ve accepted grac1ously. That is all we ask, that this
amendment
which will help us and
\yJdrh 'won't hl1rt anybody, be placed
upon this constitutional limit offered
b:,.' tile gentleman from vYestbrook.
Portland
Mr.
1\11'. JORDAN
of
Spe2,ker, I (lid not suppose up to the
present time that this proposed amendment to House Resolve, No. 31 would
be taken seriously by the members of
this House, and I hope it will not be
so taken now. I am willing to assure
the gentleman from Augusta that the
city of Portland has no designs On the
State House. It is not proposed to increaso thE' debt limit in order to secure the Sttae House by purchase or
otherwise. We want the money to pay
onr honest bills with. We have been
harassed by fires and have expenses
coming on which will require an increase in our debt limit. I certainly
should object very strenuously to tack-
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it~g this rider or amendment onto this
resolve. If the gentleman wants tile
State Capitol to remain permanently
in Augusta why doesn't he put in a
resolvp or something to that effect anll
let it ta ke its regular course through
the committees and have a
bearing
properly, and not come in this way and
spring this measure on the last ,Iay
of the Legislature almost? I say it is
not fair. If he wanted it why didn't he
put it on to the resubmission resolve,
for inst'mce, or some other resolve. It
is not a fair proposition to tack it on
to our resolve at this time.

man from Bidde'ord that we haven't got
prohibition out of the constitution yet.
Mr. GOODWIN:
Mr. Speaker, I think
the gentleman misunderstood me.
I said
we had a good chance to get it out.
Mr. SCATES of Westbrook: Mr. Speaker,
I think the gentleman from Augusta labors
under a misapprehension. WhIle this Resclve allows the city of Portland to increase her debt limit from five to seven
and a half per cent., yet she can only increase it one quarter of one per cent. a
ycar.
The most she can increase it in
anyone year IS $lG5,000. Now. Portland
never can lug off this State House for
$155,000.

Mr. WILLIAMSON Mr. Speaker, it
seems to me this is not germane for
thc reas'ms which I have stated. Now
I say in perfect fairness if the statement of the gentleman from Portland
is true, and 1 know it is so far as he is
concerned and if he could control the
city prac.tically for the n(>xt 20 years
it would remain true, but if it is
true and they do not want our Capitol
why are they not willin~ to have it
put on to the resolve? How can it L",·,
then,? And if it is nnt so, and there is
S0me feeling in Portland that
they
Sl10uld 11ave this State House, I for
one dr:n't want to vote them the money to enable them to get it. Eith(~r tll€.y
do want the State House or they don't.
And if they don't want it they can't
object to this, and if they do want it
I don't think we ougl1t to vote them
the dollars that this gives. (Applause.)
Mr. GOODWIN of Biddeford: Mr. Speaker, I hail from the city of Biddeford, fifteen miles away from the city of Portland. We are not particularly in love
with Portland, and we do our shopping
largely in Boston; but I don't suppose thi,
Resolve giving the city of Portland a right,
to increase its indebtedness has anrthing
more to do with the removal of the State
House than it has with the aurora borealis or the maneuvers on the Texan border
I am opposed to the amendment because I
believe it is an improper amendment. We
have just got a chance to get prohibition
out of the constitution and we don't want to
put in something that is even J1Jore non"
sensical.
I hope the amendment of th\3
gentleman from Augusta will not prevail.
Mr. DAVIES of Yarmouth: Mr. Speaker,
I wish to state to my friend the gentle-

l\Ir. MURPHY of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
I have had a hand in one State HOUl'le
fight, and that is enough for me. I know
what it means.
The people of Augusta
are perfectly able to take care of themselves.
They were in that fight and I
believe they coulll take care of themselvs
in another onc, Now as a matter of fac~
we want that debt limit increased. [am
in a very peculiar position in regard to
this debt limit.
One thing that we wan:
is a school house. If the city does build
that school house they will vacate two
buildings which I am letting to the city
at the present time, and if they are not
allowed to raise the debt limit I am going
to continue renting the buildings to the
city. As far as the gentleman from Augusta is concerned in regard to his &.m~nd
ment I am going to vote for it. Vie don t
want the Capitol in Portland, and I don't
believe there is anybody there that wanls
it at the present time.
My friend Williamson is afraid that some people in the
future may demand that the State Capitol
be removed to Portland or .he scat of
Government removed to Portland. However,
you must remember that two years ago
the representatives from
Portland voted
and were foremost in working ~or a Resolve or for an appropriation Lo build thi"
addition to the present State HOl:se, and
it is perfectly satisfactory to us.
a'll
going to vote for the amendment offcred
by the gentleman from Angusta if it will do
him any good.
The question being on the adopliO'1 of the
amendment offered by Mr. WilHarnson
Mr. Davies of Yarmouth called for the
yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were not ordered.
A division being had, the amendment
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was adopted by a yote of 47 to 41.
herein indicated. It was not so much
The resolve was then tabled for print- on tho question of the merits of the
ing under the joint rules as amended.
bill, for that committee was unanimously of the opinion that they had
Public Utilties Bill.
drafted a good bill. ~With one or two
On motion of Mr. ~Wheeler of Paris, C"xceptions that was the opinion of the
Bill, An Act to create the public utili- committee, that the bill presented to
ties commission of Maine and define its you here iYas a good publie utilities
duties, was taken from the table.
bill, and as far as that question was
The pending question being the accept·· concernp(l I \\·ill simply, as I said beance of either report,
fore refer YOU to the standing of the
Mr. Wilson of AubUrn moved that the 111E'n~hcrs [;om tho judiciary commitminority report be substituted for the tee ,dlO have signpd the report.
majority report.
To my mind this measure is the most
l\lr.
,YILSON"
of Auburn:
l\lr. iml)()rt~nt one that has been presentSp(·aker, a~ a member of the (;olTlmit- ed to this legislature for its consideratee on legal affairs \\"ho signed the tion, an([ in view of that importance
minority report upon this bill I ,\"ish which is attached to the measure, myto ~Cl\- a few iHHIls, and they will be ~clf and th(' other majority members
but r~',\-.
Ii" tile members of tho of the committeE' ii'ho sir;neu this reHousc' will turn to the last pa::;'e of port felt that it would not be fair to
H(\1l8C Document Xo. 74~ they will be this hody to report that the matter
all!e tn get a prett~' good history of should be rl'ierJ"ed to the next IE'gisthis bill thus far.
The bill \":18 in- lature.
They felt that this body, in
tro(lul"cd .January 27th by 010 gentle- i"iew of the importance of the measman from \,'atcn'il!e and refer1'e(l to ure, should take action one way or the
thl' c.Jlnmittcc on legal a fIairs.
That other, either vote to pass the bill or
committee adi'ertised thl' matter and not to pass it.
That there is need of
it was gi\'('l1 an exhaustive hcarir.g in Such a bill I do not think is a matter
this House of Hepresentath-es. ,Yhen that can he questioned b:.' anybody,
the mattc'r \\~as taken up after the for, after our three months experience
heal'in,;· by the committee on legal af- here at Augusta during- this session,
fairs thc~~, realizing the inl})()rtancc of and after listening to the report that
1he 111f'astlre, petitioned to have the the "\yild bf'ast" and the "octopus"
bill <1iscllss('c1 by as able' men as sat were abroad some of us at least had
in this legislature, allel they voted to got into a condition where we hardly
ask the committee on Judiciary to ap- elared to go about after dark on that
pOint a SlllJ-committee to act with a account.
Rub-committee from the legal affairs
Now, gentlemon, in view of that
committee for the ]lUrpOSe of discuss- condition we felt that the object and
ing the matter and framing- a bill. the aim of that bill was to correct
That comm.ittee met and after going those n'i1s. SO that the public might
over the bill in a 1I1Ost careful man- haye something to say in regard to the
ncr dccidc<1 on a new draft which is public utilities of the State of J\faine.
presented hen'.
If you will notice the In view of those conditions I submit
names of the gentlemen on that sub- to you, gentlemen,
that this body
committee from the committee on oug-ht to yote upon the question, either
judiciary ~'ou will notice the name of yote to adopt or not to adopt.
Don't
the gentleman from Augusta, the gen- era wi out from under.
The Dcmotleman from Biddeford, the gentleman ('ratic party in caucus assembled early
from
Fort Fairfield and
Senator in the session w(>re practically unaniGowell.
Senator Staples was also a mous
in supporting such a
bill.
member of the committee but was not Though I feel justified from a political
able to attend the hearing and conse- standpoint in making the motion I
quently did not sign the bill. ,Vhen shall make I believe that my conwe came to a final yote upon the ques- stituents in the city of Auburn are in
tion, after a discussion, the legal af- favor of such a bill. I do not want to
fairs· committee decidell to report as have them feel that I had tried to

