
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

OF THE 

One Hundred and Sixth 

Legislature 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

Volume III 
June 6, 1973 to July 3, 1973 

Index 

KENNEBEC JOURNAL 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 



3894 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, JUNE 6, 1973 

Eligibility !for UnemploymeIlit Com­
pensation. tH. P. 1014) (iL. D. 133B) 

An Act Relating to Nets to Catch 
Shrimp. tH. P. 1537) (L. D. 1967) 

An Act Appropriating Additional 
Funds to the Department of Health 
and Welfare for Medical Care Pay­
ments for the Fiscal Year Ending 
June 30, 1973. (S. P. 648) (L. D. 
1985) 

An Act Creating the Unifocm 
Alcoholism 'and Intoxic,ation Treat­
ment Act. (S. P. 13) (L. D. 76) 

(On motion by Mr. Corney of 
Cum'berland, temporarily set 
aside.) 

An .Nct Relating to ,Public 
Utilities Commission Rate Regula­
tion for Carriers of Freight. (S. 
P. 634) (L. D. 1965) 

An Act Authorizing Sale of the 
Seal Cove Water District. (H. P. 
1530) (L. D. 1961) 

These being erne r g e n c y 
measures: and, except for the 
matter temporarily set a sid e , 
having received the affirmative 
votes of 30 members of the Senate, 
were Passed to be Enacted and, 
having been signed by the Presi­
dent, were by the Sec ret a r y 
presented to the Governor for his 
approval. 

The President laid before the 
Senate the matter temporarily set 
aside ,at the request of Mr. Conley 
of Cumberland: 

An Act Creating the Uniform 
Alcoholism and Intoxication Treat­
ment Act. (S. P. 13) (L. D. 76) 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
recognizes the Senat,or from Cum­
berlaoo, Senator Conley. 

Mr. CONLEY: Mr. President and 
Members of the Senate: Before us 
this morning, is L. D. 76, which 
is An Act Creating the Uniform 
Alcoholism and Intoxication Treat­
ment Act. It is a bill or a subject, 
at least, that has long been a 
conversation in this state for many, 
many years, a step that the state 
has really not taken toward the 
rehabilitation of alcoholics, and this 
is the first implementation along 
those lines. I think it is a very, 
very significant piece of legislation, 
and I wouldn't want it just to go 
on the Appropriations Tab 1 e 
without members of the Senate 
fully understanding what the 
ramifications of this bill are. 

I think it should be pointed out, 
one, that there are between 30,000 
and 50,000 alcoholics in the state 
who really find no place a,tall to 
go for the purposes of treatment. 
Secondly, it 'costs us, through loss 
of wages in employment, illnesses 
and ,so forth, into the millions of 
dollars each year. 

I think we should be concerned 
ahout the fact that over the years 
the state has appropriated some­
thing like $80,000 a year for the 
Division of Alcoholic Rehabilitation 
for the purpose of treatment, and 
yet at the\ same time the state 
has taken in through the sales of 
alcoholic beverages somewhere 
in the vicinity of $40 million in thie 
biennium. What the bill primarily 
does is recognize that alcoholism 
ilSa disea,se and that it is treat­
able, and it decrimina[izes pu'bYc 
intoxication a,s a crime. It also 
provides the State of Maine with 
the mechanism to est a b 1 ish 
alcoholic treatment facilities for 
the rehabilitation of Us 40 to SO,OOO 
alcoholic persons. 

Enactment would allow the State 
of Maine to join Hawaii, Iowa, 
Maryland, North Dakota, Florida, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
o k 1 a hom a, all who have 
implemented a uniform statute 
with no apparent difficulty. 

If this Uniform Act is passed 
in the Judiciary Com mit tee's 
amended form, it will 'also make 
available to the state an additional 
$120,000 each year of federal 
alcoholism formula grant monies. 

L. D. 76 creates a framework 
wdJthin the state whioh c'an brilng 
aJbout aJn effective and humane 
method of care and treatment for 
the State',sam the naiman's first 
rankilIlg dmg al!ld pu!blic heaLth 
problem. It also establishes the 
mechantism ~or ,state licensaJng of 
public and privat,e a Ic 0 hoI ism 
trea,tment fa,c,ili!ties ,Il;nd, thereby, 
the mecha~sm lior ,thliIrd party 
Ctlllsurance 'cov,erage) payment for 
that treamnent. The Act pJJalces 
heavy emphalslJs on vol u n tal Ii" y 
treatment. IrwolullItary trea,tment 
i:s permitted only in exceptional 
and very dearly pre s c r i: bed 
circumlstances. 

I wouldi like to say, Mr. Presi­
dent and Memlbers of the Senate, 
thiat tlus bdrll orliJg;iJnalted from an 
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order be1iore the LegilSiliative Re­
search Committee in the last ses. 
SJion, ,and that for 18 months that 
subcommittee met quite consis­
tently with members of the 
Gov&I1IOr's Advisory Board on 
klcoholism, wd.th the Departmlent 
of Health anld Weliare, the 
Department of Mentail. Health and 
Cor:rectiOlIlls, aloo m'aIIIY o.t her 
interested ,citizens throughout the 
state. At the time of the public 
hearing, heLd! baick some mooths 
ago - it almost seems as though 
this bill hats been ail10uIlJd here as 
long 'aSi I ha,ve - but at that public 
hearing there were over 500 people 
who turned out iln tSUlwort of this 
L. D. 

Thls morrui:ng I just Wlant,ed! to 
brqthis bill[ to ,the ,attention of 
the Senate, and I am, sure that 
the power :tlrom Penobscot County, 
the good Senator Sewaill, is goIDig 
to pla'ce thils on the AppropriaJtioru; 
Table. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chai1" 
recognizes the Senator f il" 0 m 
Cumberland, Senator Richall"dson. 

Mr. RICHARDSON: Mr. Presi­
dent and Members of the Senate: 
Before this Legislation presumably 
takeS' its pLace on the Al>PI'opria­
mons Tatble, on the motion of the 
dilsttinguis:hed Chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, I think 
tha,t the record of this J:egislature 
and tMs Senate should reflect that 
the Senator from Cumberlaoo, 
Senator Conley, hal!> ilndeed! made 
this a Labor of love, tha,t tms very 
fine ~egis~a,tiJon really is in ,the 
finest tradition of the Senate, and 
I reaHy think that the record ought 
to reflect oura,PPl'ecjjation ,to him 
for a job that hais been e~traordd~ 
naI'lily well done. 

The PRESIDENT: The, ChaiT 
recogllllizesl the Senattor £ rom 
Kennebec, Sena,tor Speers,. 

Mr. SPEERS: Mr. Pl'esident and 
Members of the Senate: I would 
like to join the good Senator from 
Cumberland, Senator RWcharoson, 
in cooga'la,tula'ung the Senaillor :from 
CumberLand, Senator Coniley, for a 
very fiIne piece of legiSiliation. 

The Comm£ttee on State Govern. 
lI!Jent hillS 'been working on a new 
dlrarft of ,a bW havdng to dJo wiJth 
druig a:bUlse IlIIlJd reestabli:shiing the 
Dvug Abuse Commiss~on. This new 
di11a:ft wIDch will be coming out 

very shortly, not on t 0 d la, y , s 
calencLar but it may very well be 
on tomoril1OW',s carendar, has to do 
wi'tih the COlI!Jbiind:n,g: of the Drug 
Abuse CommisSiionand the 
ALcoho1itc Div1!sion that iSI currently 
in the DepartmeIlJt of Health amd 
Welfare. The Committee, in 
workmg. on thi!SI new dlria£t, had 
very much in mind the Stena,tor',s 
legisLation on ,alcoholism ai n d 
mtoxic'ation trea,tmEmIt, and took: 
man~ of the roealS :timm the 
Senator's bill, so I wouLd jus,t like 
to commend him £or a vevy fine 
piece of leg!i:s1ation. 

The PRESIDENT: The Cha:ir 
l'ecogruiz.es the Sena,tor from York, 
Senator llichens. 

Mr. HICHENS: Mr. Pre,ment 
and Membe'l's' of the Senatte: I, /loo, 
risie in commendation of the Sena­
tor from Oumberland, Senator Con­
ley. I presented two like bills, al­
though not nearly 'so all inclusive a'S 
this bill is, dUl'ing myfil'st two 
sessions asa legis'lator. BoUt times 
they were passed ,and then died on 
the Appropriations Tab[e, So I cer­
ta,inly hope that tillsl biU, ac£ter ,all 
trns intensive study, ~s' pa,ssed 
through trus. year and goes on to 
make wonderful 1eg!i:sla:tion for the 
State of Maine. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
recognizes the Senator fro m 
PenobSicot, Senator SeWiall. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Sewall of Penobs,cot, placed on the 
Specia'l Appropriations T,albile. 

On motion by Mr. Sewall of 
Penobs'cot, 

rec,es,sed untiil the ,sound of the 
bell. 

(After Recess) 
Called to order by the PreSiident. 

Orders of the Day 
The President lakll before the 

Senate the first ,tabled a II: d 
,speciaThy ,atssigned maUer: 

Bill, "An Act to Ex,tend the 
Dearllliiine fur Mandatovy Shorelmd 
Zoning." <H. P. 1538) (L. D. 1968) 

'I1a<bled - June 4, 1973, by 
Sena tor Berry of Cumberiand. 

Pending - P,ass,a,ge to be En­
grossed. 

(House Amendlment "B" H-4781. 
On motilon by Mr. SchuLten of 

Sag:adahoc, retabled Ullttil later iIn 




