
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

OF THE 

One Hundred and Third 
Legislature 

OF THE 

ST ATE OF MAINE 

Volume III 

June 16 to July 8, 1967 

Index 

1st Special S'ession 

October 2 and October 3,. 1967 

2nd Special Session 

January 9 to January 26, 1968 

KENNEBEC JOURNAL 
AUG USTA, MAINE 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD--HOUSE, JUNE 30, 1967 4015 

John T. Quinn and Edith Quinn -
happy 43rd Wedding Anniversary! 
(Applause, the members rising) 

The SPEAKER: And very sin
cere congratulations from the 
Chair. 

Mr. Quinn of Bangor was granted 
unanimous consent to ,address the 
House. 

Mr. QUINN: Thank you Mr. 
Speaker and Members of the 
House: I wish to thank my good 
close associate here, the Honorable 
Gerald Robertson for the very fine 
and kind words that he gave to the 
Members of the House, and I want 
to agree with him fully that the 
young lady that became Mrs. 
Quinn some forty-three years ago 
has been all he has said. I've been 
very fortunate. (Applause) 

Passed to Be Enacted 
Emergency Measure 

An Act to Allocate Moneys for 
the Administrative Expensels of 
the State Liquor Commission for 
the Fiscal Years Endrng June 30, 
1968 and June 30, 1969 <H. P. 82) 
(L. D. 112) 

Was reported by thie Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency mea,sure and a two
thirds vote of all the membeI'S 
elected to the House being ne,ces
sary, a total was taken. 120 voted 
in favor of same ,and one against, 
and accordingly the Bill was passed 
to be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent forthwith to the 
Senate. 

Bond Issue 
An Act to Authorize Bond ISisue 

in Amount of Three Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand Dollars for Con
struction of a Regional Care F,a
cility for the SeV'erely Mentally 
Retarded at Bangor (S. P. 371) 
(L. D. 984) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills 'as truly and 
strictly engrossed. In accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 
of Article IX of the Constitution a 
two-thirds vote of the HOUise beLng 
neces'sary, a total was taken. 

122 voted in favor of same and 
none against, alnd accordingly the 
Bill was passed to be enacted, 

siglned by the Speaker and sent 
forthwith to the Slenate. 

Enactor 
Amended 

An Act relating to Method of 
Fixing Salaries of Oe['tain State 
Officials (S. P. 697) (L. D. 1733) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed BilLs as truly and 
strictly engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizles the gentleman from Lew
iston, Mr. J!albert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Spearoer, I 
move the rules be suspended. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert, moves 
the rules be suspended for the pur
pOIse of reconsideration. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
maID from Sanford, Mr. Nadeau. 

Mr. NADEAU: Mr. Speaker, 1-
The SPEAKER: It is not debat

ab~e, the Chair would advise the 
gentlema!n. Does the gentleman 
request la vote on the motion to 
suspend the rules? 

Mr. NADEAU: Yes. 
The SPEAKER: A vote has belen 

requested. All those in favor of 
the rules being sUlSIPended will vote 
yes, those opposed will vote no 
and the Chair opens the vote. ' 

A vote of the House was taken. 
103 having voted illl the affirma

tive and 12 in the negative 103 
being more than two-thirds' the 
motion to suspend the rule~ did 
prevail. 

Thereupon, on further motion of 
Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston, the House 
voted to reconsider its action 
wfrlereby the Bill was passed to be 
engrossed on June 21, on a viva 
voce vote. 

Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston offered 
House Amendmelnt "A" and moV'Cd 
its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" was ,read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "A" to 
S. P. 697.' L. D: 1733, Bill, "An 
Act Relatmg to Method of Fixing 
Salaries of Certain State Officials." 
~~end said Bill in secti()n 3 by 

strIkmg out the underlined figul1e 
"$13,052" and inserting in place 
thereof the underlined figure 
'$13,728' 
Th~ S~EAKER: The pending 

questIon IS the adoption of HOUls,e 
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Amendment "A" ,wnd the Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Lew
iston, Mr. Jalbel1t. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Sp'eaker and 
Members of the House: This mat
ter was brought to m~ attellition 
earlier this morning and I am 
not taking issue with the method 
of fixing of salaries of certain in
dividuals, nor am I naking issue 
with the bill itself other than the 
fact that upon checking out con
cerning the Director of the Aero
nautics Comm]ssiolll his salar~ is 
pegged at $13,052 per year. I con
sulted with the Controller's Office 
who informs me that there is ,an 
error-that the Director of the 
Aeronautics Commis1sion's salary is 
at the figure of $13,728. That be
ing so, this would not onl~ chan~e 
the method of fixing his salary 
from the Comm]ssion itself to the 
Governor and Council, which I 
don't ta~e issue with oille wa~ or 
another, but it would lower this 
gentleman's salary from its present 
rate of $13,728 to $13,052. I have 
checked this out with the Spea~er, 
with the le1aders of bonh parties 
and the Chairman of the State 
Government Committee who agreed 
with me, 'and that's my only in
terest in the matter-of the fact 
that, I mean I don't think we should 
lower anybodY'IS: salary from its 
present rate, I think we \ShoUld 
leave it dormant and that's what 
this amendment does. 

The SPEAK,ER: The Chair rec
ognizes the 'gentleman from King
man Township, Mr. Stal'bird. 

Mr. STARBIRD: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: Now 
that the matter has been explwined, 
I won't 'Oppose the amendment. 
The intent of this bill was that the 
salariesl that are listed in there 
were to be what they aIle getting 
now, their present salaries, and if 
there was an error made and he 
was getting more, I will not op
pose it. At first I thought that 
this amendment would have rais,ed 
it from his pres:ent saIary. I thank 
the gentleman fr'Om Lewiston. 

The SPEAKEIR: The pending 
question is the adoption of House 
Amendment "A". Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed. 

Is it now the pleasure of the 
House this Bill be passed to be 
engrossed in non-concurrence? 

The Chair recognize1s the gentle
man from Elag1e Lake, Mr. Martin. 

IMr. MARTIN: Mr. S:pea~er and 
Members of the House: I now move 
that this bill ,and aU its accom
panying pwpers be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The SPgAKER: The gentleman 
from Eagle Lake, 'Mr. Martin, now 
moves that this Bill and ,all its 
papers be indefinHely postponed. 

Mr. Snowe of Auburn requested 
a division. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Eagle 
L,ake, Mr. Martin. 

Mr. MARTIN: ,Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: If you will 
take a look at L. D. 1733, you will 
find that it was a Report "A" from 
the State GoV'ernment Committee. 
You will also note ,that there was 
a~so Report "B", it was la five to 
five report, the other report being 
"ought not to pass." I signed the 
"ought not to pass" l'eport pri
marily because it was my opinion 
that these positions should ['emain 
within the prerogative of the Gov
ernor and the Executive Council. 
The positions that we are discuss
ing include the Commissioner of Fi
nance and Administration, the 
AeronauUcal Commiss1oner, the 
Bank Commissioner, the Commis
sioner of E!conomic Development, 
Ithe Commissioner of Sea and 
Shol1e Fisheries, the Gommislsioner 
of Health and WeHiare and the 
Commissioner of Mental Health 
and Corrections. All of these posi
tions, at times, require that the 
GoveJ"nor and Council pay a salary 
to attmct ,an individual into the 
State that will be willing to come 
to the State of Maine. 

Obviously as you well re,alize, 
the Legislature does not meet con
stantly, unless we decide not to go 
home today, and we are not in a 
position to set the slalary in case 
the need arises. It locks the salary 
at that leV'el and it 'cannot be 
changed. Certainly the Governor 
and Council will keep the wishes 
of the Legislature in mind when 
they rai,se these salaries. lam sure 
they would· not raisle them merely 
for the sake of giving them a raise. 
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There is alsO' the questiDn of merit 
increlases which must be given and 
I am sure that you will well realize 
that these 'areas are ,sensitive areas 
to' the gDvernment Df the State Df 
Maine, and I would certainly hDpe 
that you wDuld vote fDr my mDtiDn 
to' indefinitely postpone this bill. 

The SPE,AKEIR: The Chair rec
Dgnizes the' gentleman frDm Kit
tery, Mr. Dennett. 

Mr. DENNETT: 1MI'. Speaker 
and Members Df the House: I rise 
in oppositiDn to' the mDtion made 
by the genUeman from Engle Lake, 
Mr. Martin. I think, first, that this' 
is a sad time to' mDve the indefinite 
pDstponement of a biN such as 
this. What Mr. Martin states is 
very true, this bill came out Df the 
CDmmittee on state Gove,rnment 
with a divided l'epDrt. It was ac
cepted in this HDuse and rejected 
in the other body. As a result of 
the Committee Df CDnferenee, the 
CDnferees ha'V'e alrready submitted 
their repDrt to' the House and they 
unanimDusly agreed that this bill 
ShDUld hav1e ,a passage. 

NDW, I believe we have wDrrked 
:l)or yeaTS Dn this bill endeavoring 
to' get sDmethlin:g thrDugh that ulti
mately wDuld stabilize saLaries of 
department heads et cetera within 
the State Df Maine. NDW, what has 
happened over the ~ears? The 
Legislature has set the ,sruariels of 
certain department heads. NO' SODn
er it seems had the Legislature ad
jDmmed but the GDve,rnor and 
CDuncil, whO' had under their juris
dictiDn certain IDther department 
heads, would immediately mise 
those und,er their jurisdictiDn. The 
net result, there was always a gap 
existing between these oertain 
State Dffie1als, and many Df them 
having virtually the slame duties 
and departments nO' larger Dr no 
mDre complex than thDse under the 
jurisdictiDn Df the Legislatul'e. The 
result over the years has been bad 
feelings and the Leg1islature has 
CDnstantly been fDreed to' bring up 
salaries to' meet thDse Df CDmpa
rable positiDns that were under the 
cDntrol Df the Govel1llDr and Coun
cil. I truly think, I hDnestly be
lieve, that if this Legislature has 
done Dne good thing this sessiDn 
they have made a just and hDnest 
effort to' rectify this wrong that has 

existed fDr years. I sincerely hope 
that YDU will vDte dDwn this motiDn 
that we might proceed with this bill 
and sDmewhere along the line get 
Dn an even keel. Thank you. 

The SPEAKEH: The Ohair rec
ognizes the gentleman frDm King
man Township, Mr. Starbird. 

Mr. STARBIRD: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the HDuse: I wish 
to' CDncur heartily with the gentle
man frDm Kittery, Mr. Dennett. 
The ODnferees did work hard Dn 
this matter and the twO' CDnference 
CDmmittees, the one concerning 
this bill and the one cDncerning the 
salary pay bill, met jDintly for the 
simple fact that the bills concerned 
roughly the same material and we 
thought that in dDing this we could 
possibly better come to a COffi
pl'Omise agreement Dn some of the 
salaries that were in the juris
diction ,of the Legislature already. 
We did this. Part of the com
promise that we arrived at after 
something like an hDur and a half 
to twO' hDurs discussiDn, was the 
fact that this bill was adopted as 
it now reads with the exceptiDn Df 
Mr. Jalbert's amendment Dffered 
this, mDrning, which we nDW agree 
Dn alsO'. 

SO', therefore, if this bill is re
jected it tips the scales toO' far in 
the other way. I agree with Mr. 
Dennett's statements whDlehearted
ly. It puts all Df the salaries under 
one umbrella; it gives us the pDwer 
to' change them if we wish or keep 
them the same if we wish. I think 
it isa gDod bill and I urge that you 
vDte fDr its passage. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman frDm SDuth 
Portland, Mr. Philbrook. 

Mr. PHILBROOK: Mr. Speaker 
and Members Df the HDuse: This 
Legislature has been mDst respon
sive to' the pay needs Df those under 
its jurisdictiDn. If YDU study pay 
bill 1731, the CDnference CDmmit
tee Amendment, YDU will find that 
we are most generDus and fair 
with Judges and others in the mat
ter of pay increases. I call fDr 
YDur support in bringing the pay 
determinatiDn Df these nine Dffi

cials back to' the Legislature. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentlewDman frDm 
OrDnD, Mrs. CDrnell. 
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Mrs. CORNELL: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I 
would rise in support of Mr. Mar
tin's motion, I also signed the Part 
"B" Report. I did not like the 
Conference Committee settlement 
of it and I do not think that we 
have been particularly generous in 
sa1aries, I was, against also what 
we did in that matter. I think the 
Governor and Council are well 
qualified to set the salary to retain 
the men that they want to retain 
to do these positions well. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from San
ford, Mr. Nadeau. 

Mr. NADEAU: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise in 
suppo,rt of Mr. Denne,tt. I think 
they had a fair hearing on these. I 
think this is one good bill that we 
can all agree on, members of 
both parties, and as was, noted in 
1731, let's just take' one point, la
dies and gentlemen. Did you notice 
the fat salaries that were going to 
be given? And these were pro
posed by one man. Now, you can 
imagine now, ,a!ll they have is 
seven backs to scratch, whereas 
if we vote against indefinite pos·t
ponement of this bill, they'll have 
to lobby each and every one of us 
and they don't dare being seen in 
the hallway any Illil're - at least 
some seem to hav'e' dis-appeared, 
even frOom the balcony. (laughter) 
However, I feel that this is a good 
and a fair bill and bec:ause they'll 
have to. :tobby all and each and 
everyone of us, which they should
n't take time to do - th~y may at
tempt to do it, I feel that we should 
definitely vote against indefinite 
postponement. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The pend
ing question is the motion of the 
gentleman from Eagle Lake, Mr. 
Martin, that L. D. 1733, Senate 
Paper 697, An Act relating to 
Method of Fixing Salaries of Cer
tain State Officials. be indefinitely 
postponed. All those in favor of in
definite postponement 'will vote yes 
and those opposed will vote nO,and 
the Chair opens the vote. 

A vote of the House was taken. 
30 having voted in the affirma

tive and 98 having voted in the 
negative, the motion to indefinitely 
postpone did not prevatl. 

Thereupon, the Bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
Amendment "A" in non-concur
rence and by unanimous consent, 
sent forthwith to the Senate. 

An Act Providing for Action in 
Aid to Dependent Children Cases 
Involving Fraud (H. P. 672) (L. D. 
944) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engross,ed, passed to be en
acted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent forthwith to the Senate. 

House at Ease 

Galled to order by the Speaker. 
On motion of Mr. Richardson of 

Cumberland, 
Recessed until two o'clock this 

afternoon. 

After Recess 
2:00 P. M. 

Called to order by Speaker Ken
nedy. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Au
gusta, Mr. Lewin. 

Mr. LEWIN: Mr. Speaker, I 
request permission to approach the 
rostrum. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may approach the rostrum. 

The Chair grants permission to 
the gentleman from Augus,ta, Mr. 
Lewin, to be stationed at the 
Clerk's podium. 

Mr. LEWIN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies 
and Gentlemen of the House: I 
have a very enjoyable task to 
perform this afternoon. These last 
six months have been very mean
ingful to me as I believe they have 
been to you. We have rubbed 
elbows with several grand people 
from ,all over our State and many 
new friendships, have been formed 
I am sure. We hope that these 
friendships will continue in the 
months to come. 

As we approach the end of the 
session today, the Members of the 
House feel that appreciation should 
be expressed for the fine work 
accomplished by our friends and 
to share, if we may, in the giving 
of a few gifts to deserving people. 


