
Brown Thrasher

MAINE 2025 WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN

Priority 2 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN)

Class: Birds  (Aves)
Order: Perching Birds  (Passeriformes)
Family: Catbirds, Mockingbirds, And Thrashers  (Mimidae)

Toxostoma rufum

Birds

General comments:

The Brown Thrasher is a large, reddish-brown songbird with bold streaking below, thin wing bars, a long, slightly curved bill, and 
bright yellow eyes. A fantastic singer and mimic, individual Brown Thrashers can sing more than 1,000 different song types, 
including imitations of the songs and calls of other bird species. In Maine, they breed in dense shrublands, old fields, powerline 
corridors, and regenerating clearings, especially in the southern and central parts of the state. Brown Thrasher populations are 
threatened by the loss of early successional habitat due to forest maturation and a lack of active land management. Pesticide
exposure in agricultural areas and habitat fragmentation may also contribute to local declines across their range.

Species Conservation Range Maps:

Toxostoma rufum_Towns.pdf

Toxostoma rufum_HUC12.pdf

Town Map:

Subwatershed Map:

SGCN Priority Ranking - Designation Criteria:

High Regional Conservation 
Priority:

Brown Thrasher is listed as a species of Special Concern in Maine.State Special Concern:

Partners In Flight: 
Regional Concern: Yes, Regional Stewardship: , Regional Importance: Yes, Continental 
Importance: No

Habitat Associations:

Formation: Grassland & Shrubland

Macrogroup: Laurentian-Acadian Acidic Rocky Scrub & Grassland

Habitat System:  Northern Appalachian-Acadian Rocky Heath Outcrop

Macrogroup: Laurentian-Acadian Calcareous Scrub & Grassland

Habitat System:  Laurentian-Acadian Calcareous Rocky Outcrop

Macrogroup: Ruderal Shrubland & Grassland

Habitat System:  Powerline Right-of-Way

Habitat System:  Ruderal Shrubland & Grassland Macrogroup - Unknown Habitat System

Habitat System:  Ruderal Upland - Old Field

Formation: Northeastern Upland Forest

Macrogroup: Appalachian Oak - Pine Forest & Woodland

Habitat System:  Appalachian Oak - Pine Forest & Woodland Macrogroup - Unknown Habitat 
System
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Formation: Northeastern Upland Forest

Habitat System:  Central Appalachian Dry Oak-Pine Forest

Habitat System:  Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky Woodland

Macrogroup: North Atlantic Coastal Forest & Woodland

Habitat System:  North Atlantic Coastal Plain Maritime Forest

Habitat System:  Northeastern Interior Pine Barrens

Habitat System:  Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Pitch Pine Barrens

Macrogroup: Plantation and Ruderal Forest

Habitat System:  Ruderal Forest - Northern and Central Hardwood and Conifer

Threats

Low

Medium

Low

Medium-High

HighMedium-HighHighly Actionable

Moderately Actionable

Actionable with Difficulty

Moderate Severity High Severity

Threat Priority Level based on 
Severity and Actionability

IUCN Level 1 Threat Climate Change and Severe Weather

Str
es IUCN Level 2 Threat: Habitat Shifting or Alteration

Moderate Severity Moderately Actionable

Long-term fire suppression can contribute to forest maturation and loss of early successional habitat, which 
Brown Thrashers depend on for nesting and foraging. While large-scale wildfires aren't common in Maine, 
the lack of disturbance, or proper management (including prescribed fire) allows many suitable shrubland 
and edge habitats to succeed to closed-canopy forest.

Notes:  

Severity:  Actionability:  
Str
es

Str
es
so
r 
Pri

IUCN Level 1 Threat Natural Systems Modifications

Str
es IUCN Level 2 Threat: Fire and Fire Suppression

Moderate Severity Moderately Actionable

Fire suppression over many years contributes to advancing forest succession and shortens amount of time a 
site is suitable for this species

Notes:  

Severity:  Actionability:  
Str
es

Str
es
so
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IUCN Level 1 Threat Other Options

Str
es IUCN Level 2 Threat: Lack of knowledge

Moderate Severity Moderately Actionable

Knowledge gaps exist in Maine-specific habitat use, nesting success, and response to land management. Notes:  

Severity:  Actionability:  
Str
es

Str
es

Species Level Conservation Actions:

None. Only species specific conservation actions that address high (red) or medium-high (orange) priority threats are summarized here.

Conservation Actions Associated with the Shrub or Young forest birds Guild:

Ecosystem effects of white-tailed deer densities should be 
included as one of the parameters used to set deer management 
goals in southern Maine.  New England cottontail and other 
species dependent on shrubby early successional habitat would 
benefit from this consideration.

Species Management moderate on-going

Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type

Improve public perception of the value of early successional 
habitat, especially in southern Maine.

Public Outreach moderate on-going

Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type

Threat(s) Addressed By This Conservation Action

• Other Ecosystem Modifications

Conduct active restoration of shrubland and young forest habitat 
on private and public lands in areas of the state in which the 
habitat type is limiting.

Habitat Management high on-going

Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type

Threat(s) Addressed By This Conservation Action

• Other Ecosystem Modifications
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Additional relevant conservation actions for this species are assigned within broader taxonomic groups in Maine's Wildlife 
Action Plan: Element 4.

Additional conservation actions that may benefit habitat(s) associated with this species can be found in Maine's Wildlife Action 
Plan:  Element 4. Click on the Habitat Grouping of interest to launch a habitat based report summarizing relevant conservation 
actions and associated SGCN.

Broad Taxonomic Group Conservation Actions:

Habitat Based Conservation Actions:

Promote forest management practices that create or maintain 
early successional habitat. Encourage silvicultural techniques such 
as patch cutting, shelterwood harvests, and variable retention to 
maintain a mosaic of forest age classes across the landscape, 
especially within large blocks of private industrial forest, land 
trusts, etc. Promote programs like Forestry for Maine Birds that 
support practices benefiting early successional birds while 
maintaining forest productivity.

Public Outreach moderate new

Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type

Threat(s) Addressed By This Conservation Action

• Other Ecosystem Modifications

Encourage use of native shrub species in wildlife plantings and 
land restoration projects. Promote the use of native shrub and 
early successional plantings in ecological restoration, 
transportation corridor management, solar farms, and utility 
ROWs to provide high-quality breeding and foraging habitat for 
shrubland birds. Avoid invasive or ornamental species that reduce 
habitat quality.

Habitat Management moderate new

Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type

The Wildlife Action Plan was developed through a lengthy participatory process with state agencies, targeted conservation partners, and the general public. 
The Plan is non-regulatory. The species, threats, and voluntary conservation actions identified in the Plan complement, but do not replace, existing work 
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