MAINE 2025 WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN

Baltimore Oriole
Icterus galbula

Priority 2 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN)
Class: Birds (Aves)

Order: Perching Birds (Passeriformes)
Family: Bobolink, Blackbirds, Cowbirds, Grackles, Meadowlarks, And Orioles

Birds

General comments:

The Baltimore Oriole is undeniably stunning. Males are clad in vivid orange and black plumage, accented by bold white wing
bars. Females are highly variable in their plumage, also displaying white wing bars but ranging in coloration from brownish-
yellow to light orange, sometimes with mottled or speckled patterns of brown on the head and back. In Maine, they nest in
open deciduous forests, riparian woodlands, and residential areas with tall shade trees. Where available, they prefer American
Elms, which once played a key role in their nesting ecology, prior to declines from Dutch EIm Disease. The Baltimore Oriole
population has declined significantly in recent decades, likely due to habitat loss, increased pesticide use, nest parasitism, and
collisions with buildings and vehicles during migration. Habitat degradation on their tropical wintering grounds, including the
loss of shade coffee plantations, may also be contributing to these long-term declines.

Species Conservation Range Maps:

Town Map: |Icterus galbula_Towns.pdf

Subwatershed Map: Icterus galbula_ HUC12.pdf

SGCN Priority Ranking - Designation Criteria:

High Regional Conservation
Priority:

Partners In Flight:
Regional Concern: -1, Regional Stewardship: , Regional Importance: -1, Continental
Importance: 0

Professional Discretion:

Current criteria ranked Icterus galbula as SGCN priority 3, however, species should be SGCN priority 2 based on professional

discretion.

Justification: High Regional Priority (PIF Common Bird in Steep Decline for BCR 30), Significant declines in Maine in the past
30 years (BBS data, -3.656 (-5.474 - -1.945), RelAbund=1.073, Nroutes=47). Atlas data show a significant range contraction

in the state.

Habitat Associations:

Formation: Developed

Macrogroup: Urban-Suburban Built

Habitat System: Residential - Low Intensity

Habitat System: Residential - Medium Intensity

Habitat System: Residential - Rural-Sparse

Habitat System: Urban-Suburban Built Macrogroup - Unknown Habitat System
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Formation: Northeastern Upland Forest

Macrogroup: Acadian-Northern Appalachian Forest
Habitat System: Acadian-Northern Appalachian Forest Macrogroup- Unknown Habitat
System
Habitat System: Appalachian (Hemlock)-Northern Hardwood Forest
Habitat System: Laurentian-Acadian Northern Hardwood Forest
Habitat System: Laurentian-Acadian Pine-Hemlock-Hardwood Forest

Macrogroup: Appalachian Oak - Pine Forest & Woodland
Habitat System: Appalachian Oak - Pine Forest & Woodland Macrogroup - Unknown Habitat
System
Habitat System: Central Appalachian Dry Oak-Pine Forest
Habitat System: Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky Woodland

Formation: Northeastern Wetland Forest

Macrogroup: Laurentian-Acadian Flooded & Swamp Forest
Habitat System: Laurentian-Acadian Flooded & Swamp Forest Macrogroup- Unknown
Habitat System
Habitat System: Laurentian-Acadian Floodplain Forest

Threats

Threat Priority Level based on
Severity and Actionability

Moderate Severity = High Severity

Highly Actionable

Medium-High . High

Moderately Actionable Medium Medium-High

Actionable with Difficulty Low Low

IUCN Level 1 Threat  Other Options
IUCN Level 2 Threat: Other Threat
Severity: Moderate Severity Actionability:  Highly Actionable
Notes: Baltimore Orioles migrate at night and are vulnerable to disorientation from lights on tall structures such as
radio towers and skyscrapers. This leads to fatal collisions during migration. Implementation of bird-safe
lighting guidelines can reduce impacts.
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IUCN Level 1 Threat Pollution

IUCN Level 2 Threat: Agricultural and Forestry Effluents

Severity: Moderate Severity Actionability: Moderately Actionable

Notes: Insecticide spraying in urban and rural areas can reduce their insect prey base and even poison adult birds.
promoting integrated pest management and reducing non-essential spraying can mitigate harm.

IUCN Level 1 Threat Residential and Commercial Development

IUCN Level 2 Threat: Housing and Urban Areas

Severity: Moderate Severity Actionability: Moderately Actionable

Notes: Habitat loss and fragmentation in riparian and deciduous forests due to suburban expansion may reduce
suitable breeding habitat, especially in rural-urban fringe areas. The species is tolerant of humans so zoning,
municipal tree planting, and urban forestry can help mitigate impacts.

IUCN Level 1 Threat Climate Change and Severe Weather

IUCN Level 2 Threat: Storms and Severe Weather

Severity: Moderate Severity Actionability:  Actionable with Difficulty

Notes: Nests are vulnerable to increased failure during severe weather events. Cold, wet springs cause nest
desertion and chick mortality due to exposure and starvation. These climate-linked weather patterns are
becoming more frequent and severe.

Species Level Conservation Actions:

Only species specific conservation actions that address high (red) or medium-high (orange) priority threats are summarized here.

Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type

Participate in collaborative conservation groups like BirdSafe Public Outreach moderate on-going
Maine to reduce bird-window collisions and promote bird-safe
building practices. This includes advocating for the use of bird-safe
glass, window treatments, and lighting designs in both new co

Threat(s) Addressed By This Conservation Action
Other Threat
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Conservation Action Category Biological Priority Type
Support Lights Out initiatives to protect nocturnal migrants. Public Outreach high on-going

Encourage municipalities, businesses, and residents in Maine to
reduce unnecessary nighttime lighting during peak migration
periods. Artificial lights can disorient nocturnally migrating birds

Threat(s) Addressed By This Conservation Action
Other Threat

Guild Level Conservation Actions:

This Species is currently not attributed to a guild.

Broad Taxonomic Group Conservation Actions:

Additional relevant conservation actions for this species are assigned within broader taxonomic groups in Maine's Wildlife

Action Plan: Element 4.

Habitat Based Conservation Actions:

Additional conservation actions that may benefit habitat(s) associated with this species can be found in Maine's Wildlife Action
Plan: Element 4. Click on the Habitat Grouping of interest to launch a habitat based report summarizing relevant conservation

actions and associated SGCN.

The Wildlife Action Plan was developed through a lengthy participatory process with state agencies, targeted conservation partners, and the general public.
The Plan is non-regulatory. The species, threats, and voluntary conservation actions identified in the Plan complement, but do not replace, existing work
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