Instructions for using the Maine Breeding Bird Atlas Web Mapping Application

This web mapping application will allow you to explore the Breeding Bird Atlas blocks around the state
and help you to sign up for a block to survey. When you click on the link to open the application, you
should be greeted with a splash screen with some instructions.

Welcome to the 2nd Maine Breeding Bird Atlas! Thank you for volunteering! This application
will allow you to explore and adopt a survey block.

Click Here for Downloadable Instructions

(Priority blocks for surveying are termed "Priority” or "Specialty" in this map. This distinction is useful to our Regional Coordinators, but for Adopting a Block, both types are

a priority for surveying. They are highlighted in green. Blocks with hash mark symbology have been adopted. )

B Do not show this splash screen again.

To enter the application and explore or choose a block, click “OK”.



You will then see the map and a number of controls. The controls are outlined in the following picture:
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Hint: Hover over the tools to display the tool’s name.

We'll discuss each of these tools in more detail...

E 1. At the top right of the map, you can click on the Map Legend icon to expand the map
legend. Once it is opened, click on the “up arrows” to minimize the legend window or click on the
“x” to close the window.
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Z 2. The small white arrow in the upper right corner will open an overview map. Click on the
arrow again to close the overview window.
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B EETIEEIETES 3 At the bottom center of the map, you will see both a scale bar

and some coordinates. The coordinates will change as you move your cursor over the map to
indicate the location of the cursor. The coordinates are in Latitude and Longitude.

| 4. At the bottom left corner of the map, you will see “plus” and “minus” signs. Click on the
“plus” sign to zoom in and the “minus” sign to zoom out. You can also use your mouse wheel to do
this as well. To pan around the map, simply click and hold your mouse and move it around.

D 5. The “About” control: To find out more about the Atlas blocks and to get some further
instructions on how to use the map, click on the “i” in the upper left corner of the map.



D 6. Below the “About” control, you will see a small icon that has four squares. Click on this to
change the Base map underneath the blocks. There are 10 different Base maps to choose from,
including aerial imagery.

D 7. The third control with the printer icon will allow you to print a copy of the map that is
showing on the screen.

D 8. To sign up for a block, Click the control with the lightbulb and the pencil. We will discuss
this control in more detail below.

Other map features:
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There is a search box at the top right corner of the map. If you wish to

zoom to a specific location (your hometown, for example), you may type the location in the search box
and click on the magnifying glass. This will then zoom the map to the location you entered.

The “Home” button at the bottom of the map (with the small house icon) will return the map view
to the entire state. To the right of the “Home” button, the “My Location” button will zoom the map to
your location (the IP address of your computer).

When you zoom in on the map, the block labels will appear. Each block has a unique name based on the
name of the corresponding topo quad name (from the USGS 7.5 minute topo quads) plus a 2 letter code
based on the block’s position within the topo map.

If you click on a block with your mouse pointer, a small window will pop up.
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This window will show you the attributes of the block, including the Block Name, the Coordinator Region

and the Block Type (ie. Regular or Priority). There are also links that will allow you to download either a
topo map or an aerial imagery map of the block. These maps will be in pdf format.

To Sign Up for a Block:
Initially signing up for a block is a 2-step process.

Step 1: Click on the “Sign Up for a Survey Block” icon (with the lightbulb and pencil). You should see
the following:
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To Adopt a Block:

1. IMPORTANT!! Leave this window open!
2. Zoom in to the area of interest.

3. Click on the block you would like to adopt to
survey. Make sure only one block is selected!
If the tool selects more than one block, click
the "Back"” button, then zoom in closer and
click on your block again.

; 4. Enter your email in the box provided and click
Ottawa, "Save".
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5. Then click here to add your contact
information (You must type your email in both
places)

Brockville 6. Once you've entered your contact information,
F if you would like to adopt additional blocks,
Follow Steps 1-3 only.

Contact your Regional Coordinator if you require
assistance.

i

a) Leave the “Sign Up for a Survey Block” window open. Zoom to your area of interest.
b) Click on the block you would like to adopt to survey. Please make sure only one block is
selected. If you are zoomed out too far, this may happen. See the example below:
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Block Name
Kingsbury_SE

BlockType
Regular

Coordinator Region
Dover Foxcroft

VolunteerEmall
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Simply click the “Clear” button and then zoom in a bit further and try again. The “Clear” button will also

cancel a selection, should you mistakenly click the wrong block, or change your mind.

c) When you click on a block, with the tool window open, the block will be highlighted in a light
blue color and you will see the following window (the example below has North Windham_SE

selected):



visible to the public.

respond. Sometimes if you zoom out and back in again, it will appear.
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To Adopt a Block:

1. Zoom in to the area of interest. =

2. Click on the block you would like to adopt
to survey. Make sure only one block is
selected! If the tool selects more than
t one block, click the "Back" button, then an
zoom in closer and click on your block
again.

3. Enter your email in the box provided and
cIigk/iSave”T'* T |7

//A/Then click here to add your contact\\
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“\_both places)
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5. Once you've-entered your-contact
information, if you would like
to adopt additional blocks, Follow Steps
1-3 only.
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Step 2: Very important!! You must then click on the link “Click here to add your contact information”.

This link will take you to a form where you can add your name, address, phone number and email. This
information will only be visible to the Regional Coordinators. Please use the same email in both places!



@ "] Maine Breeding Bird Atlas Volunteer Sign Up

Volunteer Atlaser Contact Information

*

1. Please enter your contact information

Name

Company

Address

Address 2

City/Town

State/Province | - select state -- [v] ‘
ZIP/Postal Code

Country

Email Address

Phone Number (XXX-XXX-
XXXX)

2. How would you describe your birding skills and experience?

<

3. Are you interested in having an Atlas mentor or serving as a mentor?
No. Thank you.
) 1.am willing to mentor less experienced Atlasers in my area.

| would like to be mentored by a more experienced Atlaser in my area, if available.

4. Would you be interested in receiving more information about assisting us with specialty bird surveys, such as for

Both of these steps need to be completed to sign up for a block!!

Once you have filled in the contact information form, close the window to return to the map.

**|f you would like to adopt additional blocks, you need only click on another block and enter your
email. You DO NOT need to fill out your contact information on this form more than once.

**If you have any questions or problems, please contact your Regional Coordinator for assistance.



