



HITSC MEETING

MINUTES
October 14, 2010

Committee Present:
Dev Culver, John Edwards, Dawn Gallagher, Karynlee Harrington, Paul Kleiner, Jim Lopatosky, Lisa Letourneau, Sen. Earle McCormick, Rep. Lisa Miller, Stephen Sears, Barbara Woodlee,  Jim Leonard (OSC)
IP’s Present:
Shaun Alfreds, Teddy Dyer, Mark Harmon, Joann Gagnon, Phil Goldthwait, Phil Saucier, John Walters, WendyWolf 

Jim Leonard opened the meeting noting that for those members and interested parties calling in that today’s meeting was being conducted via webex.

Phil Saucier, Bernstein Shur, reported that the HIT Legal Workgroup had its first meeting and that their review of the security and privacy issues was underway.  He indicated that the workplan called for 4 to possibly 5 meetings and expected they would have recommendations to the SC by the end of December.  Some of the topic areas they will be looking at are:  Continuity of Care and the sharing of information, Professional Negligence, Commercial use of Data Beyond the Exchange, FOIA and who has state rulemaking authority. 
Jim Leonard reported that the Consumer Education RFP response period had been extended to 1 month by the State’s Director of Purchases in an effort to provide a fair process for all respondents since HealthInfoNet had indicated their interest in bidding.  

Jim advised the Committee that to date only one comment had been received in regards to the draft State HIT/HIE plan.  Copies of the those comments submitted by Cathy Bruno, Eastern Maine Healthcare and shared with the Committee.  Shaun Alfreds then led a discussion explaining changes within the plan addressing the questions and concerns posed by Cathy Bruno.  It was noted that these provisions are still a draft until accepted by the Steering Committee, the Legal Workgroup and the Consumer Advisory Group.  Stephen Sears raised the need to provide public safety assurances and Shaun advised that all Federal and State guidelines within the Exchange are safe today.  Dr. Edwards indicated he had concerns regarding providers. responsibilities.

Barbara Woodlee reported that KV Community College started its first  program course with 18 enrolled students; the course runs 6 months.  Jim followed up by reporting on the recent Workforce Development Conference held on October 5th and that a small working group would be convened to follow up on some of the issues discussed at that conference.

Jim noted that the Health Data Workgroup had its first meeting and would be meeting on October 26th.

Stephen Sears reported that recent awards from the CDC to Maine CDC could impact HIT as they had received funding for infrastructure.
Jim noted that the Health Data Workgroup had its first meeting and would be meeting on October 26th.

Jim also reported that at an initial meeting of the Long Term Care, Home Health group it had been decided to launch 3 surveys in order to obtain data at the practice level.    

Martha Elbaum Williams, USM Muskie School, presented the findings of the “Maine Health Information Technology (HIT) Status Report for MaineCare and Office of the State Coordinator for HIT”.  Martha briefly reviewed the objectives of the study and discussed those results. Other members of the Muskie Project Team were Andy Coburn, Cathy McGuire, Al Leighton, Deb Thayer, Stuart Bratesman.  Following the presentation, the Steering Committee asked Martha if she could follow-up as to how to obtain more relevant survey data.  Martha agreed to report at the November meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 PM

