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Dear Honorable Members of the 129th Legislature: 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 of the Maine 
Constitution, I am vetoing L.D. 553, "An Act to Ensure Proper Oversight of Sports Betting in the 
State." 

Since the Murphy decision in the United States Supreme Court in May of 2018, a number of 
states have rushed to pass laws that legalize, tax and regulate sports gambling in a great variety 

��-

The Supreme Court said we could regulate it; but that does not mean we have to. 

I respect the long hours and hard work that the Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs put into 
this bill following its submission as a concept draft and the number of work sessions in which the 
Committee tried to combine the best of several bills on this difficult subject matter. And I believe 
this bill is a good effort by those who wish to bring out into the open a black market activity that 
is practiced by many now and who want to regulate that activity without over-regulating or over­
taxing it so as to drive it back underground. The bill is a step forward towards achieving that 
delicate balance. 

But, respectfully, I remain unconvinced at this time that the majority of Maine people are ready 
to legalize, support, endorse and promote betting on competitive athletic events. 

Before Maine joins the frenzy of states hungry to attract this market, I believe we need to 
examine the issue more clearly; better understand the evolving experiences of other states; and 
thoughtfully determine the best approach for Maine. That approach needs to balance the desire to 
suppress gambling activities now being conducted illegally and the need to protect youthful 
gamblers and those least able to absorb losses under a closely regulated scheme. 

This bill prohibits gambling on sports by people under the age of 21, and I am aware that mobile 
sports gambling operators offer sophisticated mechanisms to detect problem gamblers and 
gambling by young people. But it is difficult to envision a system which does this and at the 
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