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August 26, 2020 

AN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE NOVEMBER 2020 GENERAL ELECTION, TO 

ENSURE THE INTEGRITY OF THE BALLOT AND TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC 

HEALTH DURING THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, I proclaimed a state of emergency on March 15, 2020 and a renewed state of 

emergency on April 14, 2020, May 13, 2020, June 10, 2020, July 8, 2020, and August 5, 2020, to 

authorize the use of emergency powers in order to expand and expedite the State's response to the 

serious health and safety risks of the highly contagious COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, in Executive Order 39 FY 19/20 ("Executive Order 39") I postponed Maine's 

primary election from June 9, 2020, to July 14, 2020, and in Executive Order 56 FY 19/20 

("Executive Order 56"), issued on June 3, 2020, I entered orders to further reduce the risk that 

voters, poll workers and election officials participating in the state primary and in municipal and 

school district elections would be exposed to COVID-19, which is highly contagious and presents 

a serious risk to life and health; and 

WHEREAS, having consulted with state and local election officials about their experience during 

the primary election, and having obtained the expert advice of Maine DHHS and CDC concerning 

health and safety measures appropriate to mitigate the COVID-19 related risks arising from the 

large numbers of Mainers expected to vote in the November 3, 2020, State General Election, and 

WHEREAS, a governor's emergency powers pursuant to 37-B M.R.S. §742(l)(C)(l)&(13)(a) and 

§834 expressly include the authority to suspend the enforcement of statutes, orders or rules where

strict compliance therewith would in any way prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in coping

with the emergency, and to adjust time frames and deadlines imposed by law;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Janet T. Mills, Governor of the State of Maine, pursuant to 37-B M.R.S. 

Ch. 13, including but not limited to the provisions cited above, do hereby Order as follows: 
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