Office of
The Governor

No.
7 FY 20/21
us:..;.t .::.
u
g.:c
2.:...
6,cc2cc0.::.
DATE _......:..Ac.:.;;a
20.:..._
C orrected
AN ORDER REGARDING PRE-K-12 EDUCATION

WHEREAS, I proclaimed a state of emergency on March 15, 2020 and renewed states of
emergency on April 14, 2020, May 13, 2020, June 9, 2020, July 8, 2020 and August 5, 2020 to
authorize the use of emergency powers in order to expand and expedite the State's response to the
serious health and safety risks of the highly contagious COVID-19 virus; and
WHEREAS, Art. VIII, Pt. 1, § 1 of the Maine Constitution provides in pertinent part that the
general diffusion of the advantages of education is essential to the preservation of the rights and
liberties of the people; and
WHEREAS, 20-A M.R.S. § 5001-A (7) provides in pertinent part that K-12 education is essential
to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people and the continued prosperity of our
society and our nation; that maintaining regular student attendance is necessary to achieve the goal
of an educated citizenry; and that public schools should ensure the rights of access for all school
age persons to an appropriate educational opportunity; and
WHEREAS, Maine, like all states, continues to manage the COVID-19 virus and the Maine
Department of Education (DOE) is preparing all pre-K-12 schools for the possibilities of in-person,
remote, and a hybrid of in-person and remote learning starting this fall; and
WHEREAS, the Legislature expressly provided in pertinent part in P.L. 2019, Ch. 617, Pt. A, §
A-1 enacted on March 17, 2020 that for the duration of a state ofemergency due to the outbreak
of COVID-19, and for 30 days following the_termination of that state of emergency, and in addition
to any other powers conferred by law and notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary,
the Governor, in consultation with the DOE Commissioner, may implement for elementary and
secondary schools a plan to waive certain attendance requirements in statute and related rules, and
that certain attendance requirements may be met through nontraditional learning systems, such as
remote access; and
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