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AN ORDER EXPANDING RENT SUPPORTS 

AND CONTINUING HOUSING PROTECTIONS 

WHEREAS, I proclaimed a state of emergency on March 15, 2020 and renewed states of 
emergency on April 14, 2020, May 13, 2020, June 9, 2020 and July 8, 2020 to authorize the use 
of emergency powers in order to expand and expedite the State's response to the serious health and 
safety risks of the highly contagious COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2020 I issued Executive Order 40 FY 19/20 that, for the reasons and 
upon the authorities stated therein, protected tenants from unlawful evictions, extended eviction 
time periods for certain tenants, and suspended writs of eviction of certain tenants who were facing 
eviction proceedings before the pandemic commenced; and 

WHEREAS, that Order expressly stated that it "shall be reviewed at the time the courts reopen 
their scheduling, hearings and proceedings on eviction or FED (forceable entry and detainer) 
actions;" and 

WHEREAS, the adverse economic impacts of COVID-19 continue to cause unemployment and 
loss of income for a large number of Maine people, hindering the ability of individuals to pay rent 
and other expenses; and 

WHEREAS, the Maine Supreme Judicial Court issued an Order dated March 18, 2020, which, 
among other things, permitted filings in eviction or FED actions but prohibited hearings and 
proceedings on these actions until a later date; and 

WHEREAS, Maine's businesses began reopening May 1, 2020, and on August 3, 2020, the 
Supreme Judicial Court plans to reopen courts for hearings and resume handling evictions and 
related actions in an orderly manner; and 

WHEREAS, it remains desirable to continue to protect tenants from unlawful evictions, to extend 
eviction time periods for nonpayment of rent in order to address the continuing financial impacts 
of the COVID-19 emergency on Maine families, while allowing evictions for nonfinancial reasons; 
and 

1 






