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THE GOVERNOR
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NO.

AN ORDER ESTABLISIDNG THE
ELDER JUSTICE COORDINATING PARTNERSHIP
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice estimates that one in nine people over the
age of 60 wili be abused or exploited every year, for an estimated 33,000 victims of elder abuse in
Maine alone;
WHEREAS, most elder abuse is perpetrated by someone in a position that involves an expectation
of trust, and most financial exploitation is perpetrated by family members;
WHEREAS, older adults who are abused or mistreated are three times more likely to die within
the next decade after the abuse than are adults in the same age group who are not subject to abuse;
WHEREAS, a recent study of financial exploitation in Maine found that between $10.5 million
and $64 million in savings and assets are lost by Maine seniors every year to financial exploitation;
WHEREAS, to be effective in combating this growing health, justice, financial and social crisis
Maine must set strategic priorities-across the public and private sector;
WHEREAS, research has shown that multi-disciplinary approaches are the most effective way to
combat the pervasive problem of elder abuse; and
WHEREAS, Maine has a proven track record of success with multi-disciplinary efforts including
the Maine Council for Elder Abuse Prevention, the Attorney General's Elder Fraud Task Force
that issued a report in 2015, and numerous local Elder Abuse Task Forces;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Janet T. Mills, Governor of the State of Maine, pursuant to Me. Const.
Art V, Pt I, secs. I and 12, do hereby Order as follows:
I.

ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE

The Elder Justice Coordinating Partnership ("Partnership") is established to improve Maine's
prevention of and response to elder abuse. The Partnership shall:
A.

Identify challenges to the prevention of, detection of, and response to elder
abuse;

