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Zoom Tech Reminders and 
How to Pose Questions

• Please remain on mute unless invited to speak
• Questions can be submitted via the chat
• Use the Reactions -> “Raise Hand” button to ask a question live







Maine’s Climate Action Strategies

A. Embrace the Future 
of Transportation 
in Maine 

B. Modernize 
Maine's Buildings 

C. Reduce Carbon 
Emissions the Energy 
and Industrial Sectors 
through Clean Energy 
Innovation

D. Grow Maine’s Clean 
Energy Economy and 
Good Jobs

E. Protect Maine’s 
Environment and Working 
Lands and Waters, Increase 
Carbon Sequestration

F. Build Healthy and 
Resilient 
Communities

G. Invest in 
Climate-Ready 
Infrastructure

H. Engage People 
and Communities 
in Climate Impacts 
and Program 
Opportunities



Community Resilience Partnership
www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership

Purpose
Through grants and technical 
assistance, the Community 
Resilience Partnership assists 
communities to:
• reduce carbon emissions, 
• transition to clean energy, and
• become more resilient to climate 

change effects such as to extreme 
weather, flooding, rising sea 
levels, public health impacts, and 
more.



Community Resilience Partnership

$3 million in the biennial budget for local, tribal, and regional grants and assistance 
to reduce carbon emissions, transition to clean energy, and prepare for climate 
change impacts. (Governor Mills is proposing additional funding)

Two funding opportunities

• Grants to communities for planning and implementation

• Grants to service provider organizations to help communities get started



Informational Webinars

GOPIF is hosting two webinars about the Partnership. Each webinar covers 
one of the two grants. All webinars will be recorded and posted to the 
Partnership website for replay. 

June 1, 1pm - Service Provider Grant Informational Webinar 
June 1, 3pm - Community Action Grant Informational Webinar

Recordings accessible at: www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-
resilience-partnership

http://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership


Agenda

1) Enrolling in the Partnership

2) Community Action Grant overview

3) Service Provider Grant details

4) Information about the Service Provider Grants for this 
round

Service Provider Grants are intended to enable organizations to aid 
communities in enrolling in the Community Resilience Partnership 
and apply for grant funds to undertake priority projects.



Enrolling in the Partnership
1. Pass a municipal resolution or obtain a letter from 

a tribal chief or UT supervisor committing to 
participate
• Model language provided

2. Complete two self-assessments
• List of Community Actions – completed actions
• Community Resilience Self-evaluation

3. Hold a community workshop and set priority action 
items

4. Submit enrollment materials through the online 
form

Rolling enrollment – no deadlines.



Community Action Grants

Grants to communities for priority projects that reduce energy use 
and costs and/or make their community more resilient to climate 
change effects, such as flooding, extreme weather, drought, and 

public health impacts.

Intended outcomes: 

Emissions reductions and improved community resilience. 

Leveraging federal and other funds for larger projects.



Community Action Grants

Eligibility

• Municipalities and federally recognized tribes in Maine 
• Townships, plantations, unorganized territories are eligible

• Collaborative multi-community applications are encouraged

• Currently enrolled or submitting an enrollment form with Community 
Action Grant application

• Regional planning organizations (RPOs, COGs, EDOs, and EMAs) may apply 
on behalf of enrolled communities with letters of commitment



Service Provider Grants

Grants to regional service providers who recruit groups of two to 
five communities to join the Partnership, conduct robust 

community engagement that sets priorities for implementing 
actions on the List of Community Actions, and apply for 

Community Action Grants and other funding opportunities to 
implement community energy and climate priorities. 

Intended outcomes: 
New enrollments by 2-5 communities. Lists of each community’s 

priority projects and cooperative priorities. Assistance to 
communities in applying for Community Action Grants.



Service Provider Grants

Eligibility
• Regional planning organizations, councils of governments, regional 

economic development organizations, county governments (including 
EMAs and soil conservation districts)

• Nonprofits
• Academic institutions and cooperative extension programs 
• For-profit enterprises
• In special cases, a municipality that demonstrates robust in-house capacity 

that will be provided to smaller communities in the region



Service Provider Grants

Awards: Applicants may request up to $10,000 per community in the 
group. 15% cost share (in-kind allowed)

• An additional $2,500 may be requested for each community with 
population below 4,000 or in the highest social vulnerability category

• Grant period is 12 months. However, service providers are encouraged 
to prepare communities for the earliest practicable enrollment and the 
next Community Action Grant deadline



Service Provider Grants

Tasks
• As part of the grant application, recruit a group of 2-5 communities and provide 

letters of support from each (strongly encouraged to seek letters from municipal 
officials and/or town councils or selectboards)

• Scoring - additional points available: Up to 10 points available for recruiting medium/high SVI 
communities and/or small/medium population communities 

• Once grant is awarded, assist the communities in the group with completing the 
three enrollment activities and submitting for enrollment

• Assist communities in the group with applying for Community Action Grants or 
other funding options for priority actions

• Provide to GOPIF quarterly updates, project deliverables, and brief case study
on lessons learned



Information for this grant round

$400,000 available for awards in this round
• Anticipating 6-12 awards

Considerations for applicants
• Strong applications will demonstrate the strength of service provider (and 

partners, if desired) in both climate resilience and clean energy/emissions 
reductions

• Clearly communicate to community leaders and staff about the enrollment 
requirements and their roles in the enrollment process.



Applying to the Service Provider Grant 
Request for Applications (RFA)

• Application deadline: June 23, 2023

• Questions due June 2, 2023 (optional, see instructions in the RFA) 

• Responses will be posted to Procurement Services website about a week later.

• RFA available at: https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants
(also via a link on the Partnership homepage)

• RFA contains the required application form. 

• Application form and letters of support must be submitted as a package via the instructions in the RFA. None of 
the materials should be sent directly to GOPIF, they will not be read.

• Be sure that letters of support from each community are signed, dated, and on community letterhead.

• Award notifications anticipated approximately late July

https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants


Future Grant Rounds and Application 
Submittals

• Pending availability of funding, the Department anticipates future grant 
rounds to occur at approximately 8-10 month intervals. A potential 
schedule of future rounds would be:

• Round 4: Winter-Spring 2024

• Round 5: Fall-Winter 2024

• Applicants may apply only once per grant round but may apply to 
subsequent grant rounds as desired.



Regional Coordinators

Region 1 York, Cumberland, Sagadahoc, 
Lincoln, Knox and southern Oxford counties

Region 1 Coordination Collaborative (R1CC)
Gabe McPhail – gabe@rcmaine.org 

Region 2 Waldo, Hancock, and Washington 
counties

Sunrise County Economic Council
Tanya Rucosky – trucosky@sunrisecounty.org 

Region 3 Androscoggin, Oxford, Kennebec, 
Franklin, and Somerset counties

Androscoggin Valley Council of Governments
Zach Gosselin- zgosselin@avcog.org

Region 4 Piscataquis, Aroostook, and 
Penobscot counties

Eastern Maine Development Corporation
Laurie Osher - losher@emdc.org 



Website and Contact
www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership

• Joining the Partnership

• Links to the grant applications

• Frequently Asked Questions

Ashley Krulik
Community Resilience Partnership Program Manager
ashley.krulik@maine.gov
Brian Ambrette
Senior Climate Resilience Coordinator
brian.ambrette@maine.gov



Questions
Please put questions into the chat



Thank You
www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
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