
M A I NE  D EP A R T ME N T  OF 

Environmental Protection June 10, 2025

Maine Climate 
Council

June Meeting



Agenda

1.  Welcome

2.  Key updates

3.  Resilience programs

4.  Efficiency Maine Triennial Plan

5.  Scientific and Technical Subcommittee update

6.  Upcoming meetings
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Federal updates
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Resilience 
Programs & 
Updates
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Brian Ambrette

Director, State Resilience Office

Maine Office of Community Affairs



Resilience Programs & Updates

1. State Resilience Office å Maine Office of Community Affairs

2. LD1: An Act to Increase Storm Preparedness for Maine's Communities, 

Homes and Infrastructure

3. Community Resilience Partnership 

4. Infrastructure Rebuilding & Resilience Commission

5. NOAA grant - Resilient Maine projects
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New programs created

ÅState Resilience Office (NOAA funded)

ÅFlood Ready Maine (in State Resilience Office)

MOCA Programs

State Resilience Office and 

the Flood Ready Maine 

program: Established by LD 1

Biennial Budget, part D

moves existing programs

Existing, proposed to move

ÅHousing Opportunity Program (DECD)

ÅMunicipal Planning Assistance Program (DACF)

ÅCommunity Resilience Partnership (GOPIF)

ÅMaine Floodplain Management Program (DACF)

ÅMaine Coastal Program (DMR)

ÅVolunteer Maine (DOE)

ÅMUBEC/ Code Enforcement (Fire Marshal)
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https://www.maine.gov/decd/housingopportunityprogram
https://www.maine.gov/decd/housingopportunityprogram
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/municipalplanning/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/municipalplanning/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/index.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/programs/maine-coastal-program
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/programs/maine-coastal-program
https://volunteermaine.gov/
https://volunteermaine.gov/
https://www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/building-codes
https://www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/building-codes


LD1 An Act to Increase Storm Preparedness for 
Maine's Communities, Homes and Infrastructure
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Maine Emergency 
Management Agency

$12 million

Å One-time funding for Disaster Recovery 
Fund as match for FEMA recovery funds 
($10m)

Å Establish a Safeguarding Tomorrow 
Revolving Loan Fund ($750k + 2yr 
contract/grant specialist)

Å Update communications technology and 
early warning systems ($800k + 2yr 
communications system manager)

Home Resiliency Program 
at the Bureau of Insurance

$15 million

Å Grant program for homeowners to 
strengthen primary residences against 
severe weather damage and reduce 
insurance losses ($15m)
Å For example, roof strengthening, 

basement floodproofing. 

State Resilience Office and 
Flood-Ready Maine Initiative

$9.6 million

Å Establish the State Resilience Office at 
MOCA (four 5yr positions, federally funded)

Å Flood-Ready Maine initiative to improve 
flood models and maps and develop an 
online data hub ($5.75m + geospatial data 
manager)

Å Regional Certified Floodplain Manager 
initiative to increase NFIP participation 
($1.6m + program coordinator)

Funding: LD 1 is funded by existing Other 
Special Revenues and leverages federal 
funding. General Funds are not required.
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2025 Community Resilience Partnership  Grants

ü Goal: 80% of Maine communities by 2030

ü 263 participating communities, 53% of towns

ü $8 million awarded on May 1

ÅProjects in 166 communities

ÅLargest grant round to date
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Community Action Grant Round 6
Applications Now Open
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Eligibility: All enrolled communities are eligible for apply. Enrollment materials can be 
submitted simultaneously with a grant application.

Available Funding: $4.7 million

Max Grant Award: $75,000 for individual communities and $175,000 for joint community 
projects.

Expanded List of Community Actions: 96 actions eligible for no -match grant funding.

Opportunity to work with a Service Provider to complete a vulnerability assessment.

Application Deadline: August 29, 2025
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community -resilience -partnership  

https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership
https://www.maine.gov/future/climate/community-resilience-partnership


Infrastructure Rebuilding and Resilience 
Commission
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Strengthen 
Infrastructure and 

Reduce Disaster Risk
ÅIdentify and strengthen 

vulnerable infrastructure
ÅAssist communities to 

reduce risk
ÅIncrease energy 

resilience
ÅProtect working 

waterfronts

Improve Disaster 
Preparedness, 

Response & Rebuilding

ÅEnhance communication 
before and after 
emergencies
ÅStrengthen emergency 

coordination and rapid 
reaction
ÅExpedite permitting 

reforms for resilience
ÅMake buildings more 

resilient

N¯«®^s| ?^s|kí« 
Momentum though 

Strategic Investments
ÅImprove data and 

information sharing

ÅMaximize use of federal 

funding

ÅDevelop long -term 

funding and financing 

strategies

2025 Infrastructure Resilience Plan: 3 Pillars, 11 strategies, 50+ actions



$69M NOAA grant  å Resilient Maine
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Build Enduring 
Community Resiliency

$35.2M

Reduce Climate Impacts 
through Nature-based 

Solutions and 
Investments in Green 

Infrastructure 

$19.3M

Strengthening 
Resiliency of Working 

Waterfront 
Communities

$10.6M

Note: Other funds within the grant are for grant coordination within the new State Resiliency Office.
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Triennial Plan VI
Fiscal Years 2026-2028

Maine Climate Council Quarterly
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Major Programs
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1. Commercial and Industrial
a. Custom Program
b. Prescriptive Initiatives

2. Homes 
a. Home Energy Savings 

Program
b. Income-Eligible Homes 

3. Retail & Distributor 

4. Electric Vehicle Initiatives

5. Demand Management



Other Initiatives
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1. Non-Wires Alternatives

2. Thermal Energy Investment 
Program

3. School Decarbonization 
Program

4. Home Energy Score

5. Lead by Example

6. Efficiency Maine Green Bank
a. Home Energy Loans
b. Small Biz Energy Loans
c. C-PACE

7. Strategic Initiatives
a. Eval, Measurement & Verification
b. Innovation 
c. Public Info & Outreach



Key Features of the Plan
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ÅSustained commitment to heat pumps

ÅExpanded focus on low-income and multifamily

ÅMaintain weatherization trajectory

ÅExpand Efficiency Maine Green Bank 

ÅExpand the Demand Management Program

ÅTargeted assistance for the EV transition



Benefits of Triennial PlanVI ς 
Select Metrics
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Beneficial Electrification of Space Heating
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Progress to Goal ς Heat Pumps Serving Whole Home
Maine Climate Action Plan Goal:

115,000 households wholly 
heated by heat pumps



Reducing home 
heating costs and 
improving comfort
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Commitment to Weatherization

Progress to Goal: Total Number of Homes 
Weatherized: 35,000

Progress to Goal: Total Number of Low-Income 
Homes Weatherized: 10,000
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Note: Graphs reflect homes weatherized through bothEMT and MaineHousing programs. The graph showing the number of low-income 
homes weatherized is a subset of the total number of homes weatherized.

Infusion of ARPA/MJRP funds

Continue pace 
(~3,300 homes/yr)



Improving grid efficiency, flexibility, and resiliency

22



Reducing air 
pollution
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Making more efficient 
use of the grid and 
suppressing rates
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Å By spreading the costs of the electric 
grid across more usage, without 
adding new costs, utilities can charge 
lower rates to meet their revenue 
requirement.

Å Increased usage from heat pumps 
and EVs, in the right circumstances, is 
both cost-effective and will reliably 
reduce rates over the life of the 
equipment.



The Plan is highly 
cost-effective
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Å The ratio of total benefits to total 
incremental project costs exceeds 
the minimum threshold of 1.0.

Å Total costs includes the financial 
contribution of both the consumer 
plus the program.

Å Total benefits excludes reduced 
retail costs of transmission & 
distribution charges.



Find the full Plan, with appendices, at:
https://www.efficiencymaine.com/triennial-plan-vi/

https://www.efficiencymaine.com/triennial-plan-vi/
https://www.efficiencymaine.com/triennial-plan-vi/
https://www.efficiencymaine.com/triennial-plan-vi/
https://www.efficiencymaine.com/triennial-plan-vi/
https://www.efficiencymaine.com/triennial-plan-vi/


 MAINE CLIMATE COUNCIL 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee

Quarterly MCC Meeting Report
June 10, 2025  



Scientific and Technical Subcommittee

In 2019, Public Law Chapter 476 established the Maine 
Climate Council and the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee (STS) within the Council Ɉto identify, 
monitor, study and report out to the council and to the 
working groups...findings and recommendations related 
to climate change in the State and its effects on the 
StateɅs climate, species, marine and coastal 
environments and natural landscape and on the oceans 
and other bodies of water.ɉ
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The Basis of Our Assessment 

1

2

3

4

New, peer reviewed Maine science that is relevant to MCC strategy update and development.

New and updated analysis of quality-assured data relevant to Maine. 

Priority information needs that persist, were overlooked, or have emerged since 2024.

New national and global science of particular importance to MWW strategy implementation.



Maine Climate Science Assessment

www.maine.gov/future/climate/council/sts

2020

2021

2024

2026?



What are the 
most critical 
science 
update 
needs since 
2024?

Asking for Your Science Priorities



Reflecting on Maine 

Science in 2025
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ñThe state should continue to enhance monitoring and data collection of natural and working lands and waters to 

better understand the impacts of climate change, identify future trends, and monitor economic and social conditions.ò



Q&A



MAINE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION

Presented by: Glenn Cummings & Teddy 

Lyman | Office of Innovation -  June 9, 2025

Maine Climate Council Ṿ 
Green Schools 
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Maine Green Schools Initiative

WEST: Climate 
Ready Career 

Pathways

NORTH: 
     Leadership for Climate Action 

EAST Clean Energy 
Systems and 

Buildings

SOUTH: 
  Climate Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment



40

Moving Forward

Progress
Å39 School Administrative Units 
(SAUs) using Heat Pump System, 
Geothermal Air and/or Water 
Source
ÅLargest sized schools and 
enrollment highest in these schools 
- significant and growing minority of 
students 
ÅOver $8m invested in Heat Pumps 
in Maine Schools 

Challenge
Å66% of Maine Schools use oil 
burners
Å5 still use Kerosene
ÅLocal Funds limited  and School 
Construction and Renovation Funds 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ
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New Levels of Energy Efficient, Cost 
Saving, Pollution Reduction for Maine 

Schools:

* Technical Consultants for Energy 
Analysis and Planning

* Consulting for District Sustainability 
Plans

* Green Schools Network

* Maine Green Schools Symposium November 7 th , 
2025

ṙ ẌgǸʌʌȡɅȓ ñʌǍɶʌǸǱẍ MɅǸɶȓʳ éǸǱʔǪʌȡɐɅ gʔȡǱǸɾ ʌɐ ǩǸ 
Released this Fall for all Maine School Districts 

(SAUs) 

* Working with ME Dept of Labor on Career 
Pathways K -16
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National Recognition 
for Maine DOE and 
GOPIF for Green 
Schools Program

Project Green Schools: National Green Schools Difference Maker Award
Washington DC, May 15, 2025 
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Maine Outdoor Learning Initiative

Å Over 150 programs to increase 
outdoor/nature-based learning 

Å Nearly 15,000 students reached 
between2021-2024

Å Funded through the Governor's 
Emergency Education Relief Fund 

Å Outdoor Learning Pavillion on 
Mackworth Island

Å Ongoing support for 
outdoor/nature-based learning in 
partnership with community-based 
organizations throughout the State.



Climate Literacy Plan

Å4-Year Plan for statewide climate literacy
Å30 statewide task force contributors (educators, 

leadership, industry, higher ed, youth)
Å+ 4 focus groups
Å2 Overall Strategies

ÅIncrease Capacity Building for Advancing 
Climate Literacy in Maine Schools
ÅDevelop a Holistic Maine Green Schools 

Program
Å7 Recommendations with detailed action steps, 

supporting links, and info
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Climate Education Professional Development 
Grant Pilot Program

Å13 New Programs for 2025-26 SY for Phase 3
Å30 total programs with $1.6 million contracted 

to schools to develop climate education

ÅPhase 1 Assessment:
Å128 teachers from 50 schools reaching 

4000+ students this year.
ÅClimate education experience from 5.45 to 8.8 out of 10 

after program. 

Å89% of educators formed new 
professional relationships. 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/climateeducation/grantprogram
https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/climateeducation/grantprogram
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?^s|kí« @kµ 
Building Codes

What Communities 
Need to Know

Molly Siegel

5~´kª|~ªí« Bppsgk ~p J~zsg· 
Innovation and the Future
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Establish strong 
systems to 
support rapid 
adoption  of and 
compliance  with 
increasingly 
climate -friendly
building codes 
and standards
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Building Codes

Å+¯ªªk|®z· r~¯«ki s| ®rk N®^®k 4sªk ?^ª«r^zí« 
Office

ÅFuture: Maine Office of Community Affairs 
(MOCA)
ÅPª^s|s|q ^|i ~¯®ªk^gr «¯§§~ª®ki f· 5~´kª|~ªí« /|kªq· Bppsgk 
Ý5/BÞ ^|i 5~´kª|~ªí« Bppsgk ~p J~zsg· 7||~´^®s~| ^|i ®rk 
Future (GOPIF)
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MUBEC
ÅMaine Uniform Building and Energy Code

ÅStatewide building and energy code
Å International Code Council (ICC)

ÅAmerican Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air -Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE)

ÅAmerican Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)

ÅGoverned by the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board (Board)

ÅApplies to all buildings constructed or renovated in Maine

ÅRequired to enforce in municipalities with a population of 4,000 or 
greater

ÅMunicipalities with a population less than 4,000 may choose whether to enforce
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MUBEC (+~|í®)

Å25 §2372
ÅEstablished the Division of Building 

Codes and Standards to provide 
technical support to the Board

Å10 MRSA §9722 6.B
ÅRequired to ensure that both the ICC 

and ASHRAE codes are either the 
most recent edition or the edition 
previous to the most recent edition

Å10 MRSA §9722 6.O
ÅRequired to adopt a voluntary code 

that contains energy conservation 
and efficiency requirements that 
exceeds the energy code 
ªk©¯sªk{k|®« k«®^fzs«rkiÑ ê«®ªk®gr 
g~ikë
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MUBEC (+~|í®)

Previous

ICC 2015

ASHRAE 2016

ASTM 2008

Stretch Code
IECC 2021

Current

ICC 2021

ASHRAE 2019

ASTM 2008

Stretch Code
Custom
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