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Hurricane Harvey 

Dashboard



Flood Mitigation Framework

• Avoid: 

•Get Out of the Way

• Accommodate: 

• Let It Flood

• Resist: 

• Stand and Fight

• Communicate: 

• Tell the Story of Risk



AVOIDANCE
VERTICAL AVOIDANCE, ELEVATED STRUCTURES











AVOIDANCE
HORIZONTAL AVOIDANCE, OPEN SPACE PROTECTION





ACCOMMODATE











RESIST 







DUNE PROTECTION



RESISTANCE
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL BARRIERS



COMMUNICATE
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http://www.texascoastalatlas.com/FloodHazardMapCatalog













LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS

• Evaluate and propose options for a state-local partnership to 

help future-proof Texas against flood events on a watershed 

basis – stat. directive.

• Requiring seller's disclosure notice for residential property 

regarding floodplains, flood pools, or reservoirs.

• Flood control planning and the funding of flood planning, 

mitigation, and infrastructure projects.

• Local enhanced freeboard requirements



LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS

• State and regional flood planning requirements.
• Prepare and adopt a comprehensive state flood plan that incorporates the 

regional flood plans

• Institutionalize the use of extension agents from the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service as a “force extender” in support of 

the Texas Division of Emergency Management

• Establish and fund a new Institute for a Disaster Resilient Texas 

to be established within Texas A&M University



Our mission is to enhance 

disaster resilience by 

bridging the gap between 

research and decision 

making.



Risk Communication Platform for Residents

Texas Disaster Information System

State Hazard Mitigation Plan

MAJOR INSTITUTE STATE-LEVEL PROJECTS



CHALLENGES AND MISSED 

OPPORTUNITIES

CHALLENGES
• Coordinating  across multiple agencies and levels of 

government

• Planning for the future in the face of unprecedented 

response

• Converting data to decision support and 

communicating to diverse stakeholders

• Prioritizing policies for legislative session

• Implementing policies and programs

• Local level buy-in

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
• Statewide flood resilient building code 

• State level acquisition program for flood vulnerable 

properties

• Longer term presence of the Rebuild TX Commission

• Prioritize protection over recovery

• More directly incorporate future environmental 



Thank You

Learn more at idrt.tamug.edu

https://idrt.tamug.edu/
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