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Landfill methane emissions in Maine

- In 2022, Juniper Ridge & Crossroads 
LFs were the second and fifth largest 
industrial methane emitters in Maine, 
respectively, emitting a combined 
~270,000 tons CO2e (GWP20)

- Maine is also home to more than a 
dozen non-reporting LFs, most of which 
are no longer accepting waste - but 
remember, closed landfills still emit 
methane



Organic waste generates methane in landfills





Orga n ics  
Dive r s ion

Prevent fu ture  
landfill m e thane  

genera tion  

Wa st e -in -p la ce  
Con t ro ls

Mitiga te  m ethane  
a t the  landfill 

today

Sm art landfill design  
& opera tionsOrganics recyclingWaste  p reven tion  & 

ed ib le  food  recovery
Advanced  leak 

de tection  & repa ir

A Two-Pronged Approach to Cut Waste Methane



Key strategies to prevent landfill methane generation



Key strategies to mitigate methane from waste-in-place

Still applicable 
to older/closed 
landfills without 
active gas 
capture



We have new tools to catch leaks and build emissions transparency



States are leading the way on both fronts



State leadership (cont’d)



Future Opportunities for Maine

1. Strengthen waste-in-place methane controls 
○ Example: MD, OR, CA state regs
○ Example: OR, CO programs for voluntary methane capture
○ Example: PA, CA monitoring campaigns

1. Build out edible food recovery and organics recycling programs 
○ Example: CA, WA, VT statewide programs
○ Example: MA, MD, CT applies to large generators



Federal Funding Opportunities for Waste

Fu n d in g Op p or t u n it y Sou rce / Age n cy De t a ils

Clim a t e  Po llu t ion  Re d u ct ion  Gra n t s  (CPRG) IRA - EPA
$5B for clim ate  p lanning & im plem enta tion  gran ts to  sta te s, loca l 
governm ents, tribes, and  te rritorie s. Waste  is a  focus a rea  tha t can  be  
bu ilt ou t in  the  Com p re h e n s ive  Clim a t e  Act ion  Pla n  (CCAP).

Gre e n h ou se  Ga s  Re d u ct ion  Fu n d  (GGRF) IRA - EPA

$20B to  nonprofit financing en titie s and  com m unity lende rs to  support 
clean  ene rgy and  a ir pollu tion  reducing projects (e .g., landfill m e thane  
contro ls, com posting). Financing will be  d istribu ted  on  an  ongoing basis 
to  e ligib le  p rojects.

Com m u n it y Ch a n ge  Gra n t s  (CCG) IRA - EPA
$2B for p rojects tha t reduce  pollu tion , increase  com m unity clim ate  

re silience , and  bu ild  com m unity capacity to  address environm enta l and  
clim ate  justice  cha llenges. Waste  a  focus a rea .

So lid  Wa st e  In fr a s t ru ct u re  fo r  Re cyclin g 
(SWIFR) Gra n t  Progra m

BIL - EPA
$275M to  assist sta te s, loca l governm ents, tribes, and  te rritorie s in  
m aking im provem ents to  loca l waste  m anagem ent (includ ing organics). 
ME h a s  fu n d in g t o  e xp lo re  o rga n ics  d ive r s ion .

Me t h a n e  Mon it o r in g Fu n d in g IRA - EPA
$20M to  advance  landfill m e thane  m onitoring, includ ing by loan ing ou t 
m onitoring equipm ent to  sta te s, loca l governm ents, and  Tribes.

En e rgy Efficie n cy a n d  Con se rva t ion  Block  
Gra n t  (EECBG) Progra m

BIL - DOE

$550M for to  assist sta te s, loca l governm ents, and  Tribes in  
im plem enting stra tegie s to  reduce  ene rgy use , to  reduce  fossil fue l 
em issions, and  to  im prove  ene rgy e fficiency. Landfill m e thane  cap ture  
is a  focus a rea .

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/inflation-reduction-act-community-change-grants-program
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grant-program
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-eecbg-program-competitive-awards
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