
Maine Climate 
Council

Co-Chairs:
Dan Burgess, Governor’s Energy Office
Ken Colburn, Symbiotic Strategies, LLC

M A I N E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

Environmental Protection February 16, 2024

Energy Working Group 
Meeting



Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome, Meeting Objectives

2. Discussion: Addressing energy burden and issues of 
energy access as Maine advances beneficial electrification

3. Discussion: Building Recommendations from January 
Demand Management Workshop

4. Next Steps
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Structuring a set of priority EWG conversations
1) Supporting demand management and related issues, including:

• Shaping load (i.e., managed vehicle charging, time of use rates)
• Facilitating flexible supply
• Enabling market access for all energy resources
• Grid enhancing technologies
• Applying analytics to grid management, etc.

2) Advancing policy to plan and build necessary clean energy infrastructure
• Clean energy resource procurement
• Permitting and siting
• Addressing interconnection processes
• Supporting implementation of Maine’s Offshore Wind Roadmap
• Ensuring infrastructure is resilient to climate change
• Opportunities for community ownership and access to planning/decision making 

processes

3) Addressing energy burdens and energy access for vulnerable Mainers as 
Maine advances beneficial electrification
• Reducing energy burden
• Opportunities to build energy literacy
• Reducing barriers to state programs and incentives
• Role of fuels (and clean fuels) as Maine electrifies

4) Building a clean energy workforce

As the EWG develops new/updated recommendations, how 
should we consider impacts on energy burden throughout 
those recommendations?

How can we ensure low-income Maine people and 
communities have access to programs that support 
renewable energy, beneficial electrification, and cost saving 
measures and the benefits of these technologies?

Is there a new recommendation that may add value to 
existing work in this space OR provide direction to state 
entities designing and implementing policy and programs?
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"Energy burden" 
is the percentage of 
household income 
devoted to energy 
expenditures.

State County DOE LEAD 2018 DOE LEAD 2020

ME Androscoggin 14% 11%

ME Aroostook 18% 14%

ME Cumberland 16% 13%

ME Franklin 18% 12%

ME Hancock 23% 14%

ME Kennebec 19% 13%

ME Knox 20% 14%

ME Lincoln 21% 13%

ME Oxford 21% 14%

ME Penobscot 16% 13%

ME Piscataquis 22% 13%

ME Sagadahoc 22% 18%

ME Somerset 20% 14%

ME Waldo 19% 13%

ME Washington 22% 15%

ME York 18% 14%

ME Total 18% 13%

Energy Burden for Low-Income Mainers by County
as reported by the DOE Low-Income Energy Affordability Data (LEAD) Tool

[All values are based on a Federal Poverty Level of 0-150%]
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January 2023 Winter Energy Relief Plan:
• Sent direct payments to eligible households
• Doubled HEAP budget
• Added $10 million to emergency fuel assistance

More than $25 million from Maine Jobs and Recovery Plan directed to 
Efficiency Maine to increase rebates, including for LMI homeowners and 
renters.

Maine Won’t Wait established deployment targets for LMI households and 
is now tracking efforts.
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[link] [link] [link]

https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/Maine%20Climate%20Council_Equity%20Subcommittee%20Final%20Report_March%202023.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/meopa/sites/maine.gov.meopa/files/inline-files/2023-12-01_ERAC%202nd%20Annual%20Rpt%20to%20EUT%20Committee%5B64%5D.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/meopa/sites/maine.gov.meopa/files/inline-files/Maine%20Low%20Income%20Energy%20Burden%20Study%20June%202019.pdf
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The MCC Equity Subcommittee Final Report proposed as a next step on this topic to:

Comprehensive Energy Burden in Maine
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Energy Literacy & Community Energy Access

• How can we build understanding of energy 
choices, new technologies, and how to use 
each most effectively?

• How can we build understanding of how to 
access incentive programs, tax credits, 
assistance programs? How can limit 
barriers/complexity of access?

• How do we build understanding of different 
rate options or supply choices?

• How can we work with energy 
vulnerable/disadvantaged communities to 
share information/improve access to 
energy solutions that may provide 
community-level benefits?
• Opportunities for community-led 

solutions
• Cooperative ownership
• Innovative financing options
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The MCC Equity Subcommittee Final Report proposed as a next step on this topic to:



November 8, 2023 Energy Working Group Meeting Provided by A Climate to Thrive
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Funding, Financing, Rates

• How can we ensure energy assistance programs are 
adequately funded to serve eligible households?

• Are there new ways to think about financing or cost 
allocation in an evolving energy landscape?
• Tariffed on-bill financing
• Rate reforms
• Other?
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The MCC Equity Subcommittee Final Report proposed as a next step on this topic to:



Volunteers to continue work on this 
topic and report back at future meeting?

(EWG members: please use “Raise Hand” function to volunteer)
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Structuring a set of priority EWG conversations
1) Supporting demand management and related issues, including:

• Shaping load (i.e., managed vehicle charging, time of use rates)
• Facilitating flexible supply
• Enabling market access for all energy resources
• Grid enhancing technologies
• Applying analytics to grid management, etc.

2) Advancing policy to plan and build necessary clean energy infrastructure
• Clean energy resource procurement
• Permitting and siting
• Addressing interconnection processes
• Supporting implementation of Maine’s Offshore Wind Roadmap
• Ensuring infrastructure is resilient to climate change
• Opportunities for community ownership and access to planning/decision making 

processes

3) Addressing energy burdens and energy access for vulnerable Mainers as 
Maine advances beneficial electrification
• Reducing energy burden
• Opportunities to build energy literacy
• Reducing barriers to state programs and incentives
• Role of fuels (and clean fuels) as Maine electrifies

4) Building a clean energy workforce



Demand 
Management 

Workshop

Energy Working Group Meeting – Pre-Planning

• What most stood out from 
perspective of EWG?

• What do you think about 
draft recommendations?

• What kinds of metrics & 
measures should be tracked?
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Volunteers to continue work on this 
topic and report back at future meeting?

(EWG members: please use “Raise Hand” function to volunteer)
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Next Meeting:

March 1, 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
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