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• Accomplishments to Date 

• Farmland Conservation Metrics

• Comparisons with Neighboring States

• What’s Working, What’s not Working

• Farmland Conservation in 30% by 2030 
Context, Benefits and Importance

• Goals and Strategies



Accomplishments to Date

• Approximately 380 farms protected, 
primarily by conservation easement 
(what “counts” as a farm?)
(Maine Farmland Trust, other entities)

• Covering approximately 55,000 acres
(not only farmland)



• According to the Ag Census Maine has 
approximately 1.4M acres in farms, of which 
approximately 54,000 acres have been 
protected (3.8%).

• According to the National Land Cover Data 
set, Maine has approximately 704,000 acres 
in cropland or pasture, of which 
approximately 3.5% is protected (~25,000 
acres).

• Maine has approximately 2.9M acres of prime 
agricultural soils or agricultural soils of 
statewide significance, of which 19,900 acres 
have been protected, or about 0.7%

• Maine is home to about 7600 farms (2017 Ag 
Census)

(Percentages for ME and other states constantly 
in flux as more land is protected/developed)





State
Total Farmland Protection 

Funding State Funding Other Funding

New Jersey $1,845,914,559 $1,194,385,386 $651,529,173

Pennsylvania $1,156,534,321 $1,105,213,366 $51,320,955

Maryland $1,018,134,473 $986,023,683 $32,110,790

Massachusetts $319,623,984 $243,135,421 $76,488,563

Delaware $264,455,368 $172,300,005 $92,155,363

New York $230,145,489 $230,145,489 $0.00

Vermont $215,378,925 $88,794,121 $126,584,804

Connecticut $179,215,249 $131,842,666 $47,372,583

Rhode Island $117,549,027 $37,143,700 $80,405,327

West Virginia $79,470,398 $49,118,007 $30,352,391

Maine $50,222,483 $12,574,122 $37,648,361

Maine lags behind due to lack of public investment in farmland protection:
*Sources: Farms Under Threat, A New England Perspective (American Farmland Trust, 2020), Status of State PACE 
Programs (American Farmland Trust 2022), State PACE Programs



What’s Working—What’s Not Working for Farmland Conservation in Maine

• Philanthropy (MFT and other) has been effective in contributing to scale in farmland protection, 
but relying on philanthropy alone will not get us where we need to be.

• Land For Maine’s Future enjoys consistent public support for land conservation—including 
farmland.

• Funding and pace are not sufficient to address the scale of the problem
• Expediency is lacking/capacity is insufficient/matching federal funds is exceedingly difficult.



Goals?:

• Protecting 30% of the total land in Maine in farms 
(1.45M acres) would mean protecting an additional 
335,000 acres, over 3000 farms and probably 300M+

• Protecting 30% of Maine’s current farmland (704,000 
acres) would mean protecting another 55,000 acres of 
farmland, about 1600 farms, probably 165M+

• Achieving these targets by 2030 would mean 200-500 
farm conservation projects annually.  MFT has been 
averaging about 20-25 per year, and there have been 
less than 5 LMF funded ag easements in the last 
decade.

• Need a tangible goal.  50 projects annually, about 300 
more farms or 30,000 acres, would it be possible to do 
more than this?



Farmland Protection in the 30% by 2030 Context
Importance and Benefits:

• Affordable and equitable access to farmland
• Land protection, farm viability and economic development
• Maine’s importance as a regional food supply (New England 

Food Vision)

• Multiple conservation values/benefits
• Community importance, local and regional land trusts



Strategies: How will we get there?

• Increase public investment in farmland protection
• The need to keep farms viable while we seek to achieve 

greater farmland protection goals
• Increased efficiency and speed
• Greater scale, including Aroostook County
• Ability to match federal funds






















