
STATE OF MAINE 
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS 

AND ELECTION PRACTICES 
135 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 
04333-0135

To: Commissioners 
From: Jonathan Wayne, Executive Director 
Date: May 29, 2019 
Re: Update on Audits of 2018 Maine Clean Election Act Candidates 

The Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices audits the campaign 

finances of all candidates for Governor who participate in the Maine Clean Election Act 

(MCEA) program and a random selection of MCEA candidates for the Legislature.   

After each audit is completed, the auditors send the candidate a final audit report.  Minor 

deviations from the MCEA reporting and record-keeping requirements are noted as 

“exceptions,” and legal violations are referred to as “findings.”  Most reports contain no 

exceptions or findings.  The Commission’s contract auditors will attend your June 4 

meeting to update you on the progress of the audits.  Since your last meeting, nine final 

audit reports (attached) were completed through yesterday: 

Candidate Name Office Sought Date of Final Report 
Stephen Ball HD 80 05/22/2019 
Janice Barter HD 68 05/15/2019 
Mark Blier HD 22 04/26/2019 
Paul Davis SD 4 05/15/2019 
Richard Evans HD 120 05/15/2019 
Abigail Griffin HD 102 05/10/2019 
Joseph Lynch HD 15 05/15/2019 
Benjamin McCollister HD 116 05/15/2019 
Robert Saucier HD 147 05/15/2019 

All of these nine audits showed no exceptions or findings, except for Stephen Ball (who 

is the subject of a separate agenda item) and Abigail Griffin (two exceptions).  No action 

is recommended for Ms. Griffin, who made minor reporting errors.  Thank you for your 

consideration of this update.   



        Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

May 15, 2019 

Mr. Stephen Ball 
257 Shuman Rd. 
Windsor, ME 04363 

Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

Dear Mr. Ball: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House of Representatives 
campaign contributions and expenditures.   

We anticipate presenting the report at the June 4, 2019 Commission meeting in Augusta.  You will be 
invited to appear before the Commission to discuss the exceptions and finding.  Jonathan Wayne, the 
Commission’s Executive Director, will contact you beforehand to schedule your appearance to discuss the 
finding.   

Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 

Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 



MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Stephen C. Ball 
 

April 15, 2019



 
           Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Stephen C. Ball, 
which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (Maine 
Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected candidates 
complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 election cycle. This 
agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these procedures 
is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose for 
which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Stephen C. Ball for the House of Representatives 
for which MCEA funds were used.  There were two exceptions and one finding, which are enumerated 
below. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that the 
campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and that 
all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were thirty-nine transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that all 
of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report based 
on the transaction date.   
 

Finding:  During our testing, it came to our attention that the candidate paid an invoice of $393.96 
from Creative Print Services out of his personal funds.  The expenditure was not reimbursed by 
Clean Election Funds, nor was it reported on the campaign finance reports.  The payment for 
campaign-related expenditures out of personal funds is a violation of 21-A MRSA 1125(6). 

 
Exception:  On April 18, 2018, the candidate made a payment to Creative Print Services of $265 
that was a partial payment on the invoice.  The remaining balance of the invoice of $98.34 was 
not reported as an outstanding obligation on the Seed Money Report. 
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Exception:  On July 2, 2018, the candidate made a payment to Creative Print Services of $929.44 
that was a partial payment on the invoice.  The remaining balance of the invoice of $801.50 was 
not reported as an outstanding obligation on the 42 Day Post-Primary Report. 

 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by debit card, were substantiated through review of bank 
statements. Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
 
Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the total 
mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and the 
applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result: Of the five disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation. We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage. In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure: Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any equipment 
purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market value and that 
sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and identified 
all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as seed money 
contributions. Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money contributions were 
from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In addition, ensured that no 
additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions.  All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals. In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
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Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated November 29, 2018 in the amount of $115.31 brought the balance in 
the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day threshold. 
 

We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that 
would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 

 

 
 

 
April 15, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



"May 4-, 2019 

Runyon Kersteen Ouellette 
Jennifer Conners/ Casey Leonard 
20 Long Creek Drive 
South Portland, ~ffi 04 l 06 

Dear Jennifer: 

Stephen Ball 

257 Shuman Rd 
Windsor,. ME 04363 

207-214-2805 
scballO l@gmaiLcom 

As suggested in the letter dated 26 April 2019 I am sending response to the Fmding noted 

in the review of my 2018 House of Representatives campaign contributions and 
e>..-penditures. 

F:inding - '"During our testing, it came to our attention that the candidate paid an invoice 

of $393.96 from Creari~·e Print Services out of his personal finds. The e:x-penditure was 
not reimbursed by Clean Election Fmds, nor was it reported on the campaign finance 

reports. The payment for campaign-related e>..-penditures our of personal finds is a 
violation of 21-A MR.SA 1125(6)." 

I have no disagreement with the finding that I paid this invoice \\ii.th personal funds. In 
e.'\.-planation, I was charged this amount to address a mistake in ordering that was wholly 
made because of my oversight. The Creative Print Services {CPS) invoice, # l 714-08, 

dated April 30, 2018, was to produce l" x 9" decals with the required disclaimer, "Paid 
for and authorized by the candidate, Trea-;urer Lori FOwle" for all yard signs. 

i\s a result of ignorance and a lack of e.'\.-perience I ordered lawn signs to be produced by 

CPS '"ithout specifying inclusion of the disclaimer. \ 1\i'hen I realized that I had made an 
error I called the owner of CPS to have him include tl1e disclaimer. He indicated that 

over half of the lawn had been printed as originally ordered and the best remedy at this 
point was to print l" x 9" decals with the disclaimer that I would adhere to the signs 

needing the statement. 

The cost of this mistake \\!as $393.96. I paid this out of my personal funds believing that 
it would be neither fair nor right to use public funding to cover production of an omitted 

statement that otherwise would have not have been charged for. In other words, the 
inclusion of the disclaimer on the yard signs did not result in an increase in charges to me 

for the yard signs. The penalty for this error was personally steep, but far less damaging, 
in my belief,, that charging this ex-pense to the Maine taA-payer. 



I did not intend to hide or conceal this payment. Rather, I accepted this $393. 96 
payment as penalty for my error and proceeded accordingly. 



 
           Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 

 
 

May 10, 2019 
 
 

Ms. Janice Carney Barter 
51 Sebago Road 
Naples, ME 04055 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

Dear Ms. Barter: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House of Representatives 
campaign contributions and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your 
reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Janice Carney Barter 
 

May 10, 2019



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Janice Carney 
Barter, which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 
(Maine Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected 
candidates complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 
election cycle. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make 
no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose 
for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Janice Carney Barter for the House of 
Representatives for which MCEA funds were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted 
in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were twenty-two transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that 
all of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by debit card were substantiated through review of bank 
statements. Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the two disbursements selected for testing, both were supported by third party 
documentation. We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions.  All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals.  In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 14, 2018 in the amount of $2,311.24 brought the balance 
in the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day 
threshold. 
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We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 

 
   Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
20 Long Creek Drive • South Portland, ME • 04106 • Tel: 207.773.2986 • Fax: 207.772.3361 • Web: rko-cpas.com 

 
April 26, 2019 

 
 
Hon. Mark John Blier 
50 Hall Rd. 
Buxton, ME 04093 
 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

Dear Representative Blier: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House campaign contributions 
and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



 

 

MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Mark Blier 
 

March 22, 2019



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Mark Blier, 
which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (Maine 
Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected candidates 
complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 election cycle. This 
agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make 
no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose 
for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Mark Blier for the House of Representatives for 
which MCEA funds were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were thirteen transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that all 
of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by ACH, were substantiated through review of bank statements. 
Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the three disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation.  We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions, except for the $25 deposit to 
establish the bank account, which was properly excluded from the reports.  All seed money 
contributions were within the allowable threshold and were from individuals.  In addition, there 
were no additional contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 14, 2018 in the amount of $143.05 brought the balance in 
the campaign bank account to zero (excluding the deposit to maintain the bank account).  The 
disbursement occurred within the forty-two day threshold. 
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We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 

March 22, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 

 
   Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
20 Long Creek Drive • South Portland, ME • 04106 • Tel: 207.773.2986 • Fax: 207.772.3361 • Web: rko-cpas.com 

 
May 10, 2019 

 
 
Hon. Paul T. Davis, Sr. 
36 Townhouse Road  
Sangerville, ME 04479 
 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

Dear Senator Davis: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 Senate campaign contributions 
and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



 

 

MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Paul Davis Sr. 
 

May 10, 2019 
 



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for Senate candidate Paul Davis, which were agreed to 
by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (Maine Ethics Commission), 
solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected candidates complied with the 
requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 election cycle. This agreed-upon 
procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the 
responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make no representation 
regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose for which this report 
has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Paul Davis for the Senate for which MCEA funds 
were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were one hundred and sixteen transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We 
verified that all of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the 
correct report based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by debit card were substantiated through review of bank 
statements. Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the fifteen disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation. We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were two 
reimbursements for mileage, which were properly substantiated. In addition, all selected 
transactions appeared to be for allowable expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions.  All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals.  In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 3, 2018 in the amount of $2,487.80 brought the balance in 
the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day threshold. 
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We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 

 
   Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
20 Long Creek Drive • South Portland, ME • 04106 • Tel: 207.773.2986 • Fax: 207.772.3361 • Web: rko-cpas.com 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
 

 
Mr. Richard A. Evans 
14 Winter Street 
Dover-Foxcroft, ME 04426 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House campaign contributions 
and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Richard A. Evans 
 

May 10, 2019



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Richard A. 
Evans, which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 
(Maine Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected 
candidates complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 
election cycle. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make 
no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose 
for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Richard A. Evans for the House of 
Representatives for which MCEA funds were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted 
in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were thirty-two transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that all 
of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by debit card were substantiated through review of bank 
statements. Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the five disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation.  We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor. In addition, 
ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions.  All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals.  In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 7, 2018 in the amount of $181.20 brought the balance in 
the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day threshold. 
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We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 
           Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 

 
 

May 7, 2019 
 
 

Hon. Abigail W. Griffin 
1 Raymond Nelson Lane 
Levant, ME 04456 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

Dear Representative Griffin: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House of Representatives 
campaign contributions and expenditures.   
 
We anticipate presenting the report at the June 4, 2019 Commission meeting in Augusta.  You will be 
invited to appear before the Commission to discuss the exceptions.  Jonathan Wayne, the Commission’s 
Executive Director, will contact you beforehand to schedule your appearance to discuss the exceptions.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



 

 

MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
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Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate: Abigail Griffin 
 

April 15, 2019



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Abigail Griffin, 
which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (Maine 
Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected candidates 
complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 election cycle. This 
agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make 
no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose 
for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Abigail Griffin for the House of Representatives 
for which MCEA funds were used.  There were two exceptions reported and no findings, which are 
enumerated below. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were twenty-one transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that 
all of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date, except as follows: 
 

Exception: In the candidate’s seed money report, the candidate reported contributions the 
exceeded the amounts deposited in the bank account by $14.88. 

 
Exception: The candidate had a disbursement to Bangor Letter Shop made by check on May 25, 
2018 of $79.30 that was not reported on the campaign finance reports.  

 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
  
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check.  Therefore, 
there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the four disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation.  We reviewed all reported transactions and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions. All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals.  In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 11, 2018 in the amount of $4,787.57 brought the balance 
in the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day 
threshold. 
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We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 

April 15, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 

 
   Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
20 Long Creek Drive • South Portland, ME • 04106 • Tel: 207.773.2986 • Fax: 207.772.3361 • Web: rko-cpas.com 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
 

 
Mr. Joseph F. Lynch 
7 Applewood Dr. 
Saco, ME 04072 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House campaign contributions 
and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



 

 

MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Joseph Lynch 
 

May 10, 2019



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Joseph Lynch, 
which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (Maine 
Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected candidates 
complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 election cycle. This 
agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make 
no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose 
for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Joseph Lynch for the House of Representatives 
for which MCEA funds were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were fifty-one transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that all 
of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by ACH, were substantiated through review of bank statements. 
Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the six disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation.  We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions. All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals. In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 14, 2018 in the amount of $99.42 brought the balance in 
the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day threshold. 
 

We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Commissioners 
Maine Ethics Commission 
Page 3 
 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 

May 10, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 

 
   Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
20 Long Creek Drive • South Portland, ME • 04106 • Tel: 207.773.2986 • Fax: 207.772.3361 • Web: rko-cpas.com 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
  
 
Mr. Benjamin S. McCollister 
109 Canton Point Road 
Canton, ME 04221 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

 

Dear Mr. McCollister: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House campaign contributions 
and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
 



MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Benjamin McCollister 
 

May 10, 2019



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Benjamin 
McCollister, which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election 
Practices (Maine Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the 
selected candidates complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 
2018 election cycle. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with 
attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The 
sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  
Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, 
either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Benjamin McCollister for the House of 
Representatives for which MCEA funds were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted 
in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were thirty-five transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that all 
of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by debit card were substantiated through review of bank 
statements. Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure: Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result: Of the nine disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation.  We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure: Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure: Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions.  All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals. In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 14, 2018 in the amount of $169.22 brought the balance in 
the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day threshold. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Commissioners 
Maine Ethics Commission 
Page 3 
 
 
We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 



 
 
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
20 Long Creek Drive, South Portland, ME 04106-2437 | PH. 207-773-2986 | FAX 207-772-3361 | www.rko-cpas.com 

 

May 10, 2019 
 

 
 
Hon. Robert J. Saucier 
391 State Street 
Presque Isle, ME 04769 
 
Subject:  2018 Campaign Compliance Report 

Dear Mr. Saucier: 

Enclosed please find the final report concerning the review of your 2018 House campaign contributions 
and expenditures.  You will note that the report identifies no exceptions in your reporting procedures.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation during the review process. 
 

 
 
Jennifer Conners, CPA 
RUNYON KERSTEEN OUELLETTE 
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MAINE COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND 
ELECTION PRACTICES 

 
Maine Clean Election Act Compliance Report 

Candidate:  Robert J. Saucier 
 

May 10, 2019 
 



 
     
    Certified Public Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

 
 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
Commissioners 
Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices: 
 
We have performed the procedures noted below for House of Representatives candidate Robert J. 
Saucier, which were agreed to by the Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 
(Maine Ethics Commission), solely to assist the Commissioners and staff in ensuring that the selected 
candidates complied with the requirements of the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) for the 2018 
election cycle. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.  Consequently, we make 
no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below, either for the purpose 
for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
We reviewed the transactions for the 2018 campaign of Robert J. Saucier for the House of 
Representatives for which MCEA funds were used.  No exceptions or reporting deficiencies were noted 
in our review. 
 
Specific procedures and results are described below: 
 

Procedure:  Reviewed all campaign bank statements for the 2018 election cycle and ensured that 
the campaign finance reports submitted during the 2018 election cycle included all transactions and 
that all transactions were reported correctly (e.g., correct payment amount, obligation date). 
 
Result:  There were twenty-four transactions on the candidate’s bank statements.  We verified that 
all of the transactions were included, agreed in dollar amount, and reported on the correct report 
based on the transaction date.   
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all selected disbursements and ensured there was proof of payment. 
 
Result:  We obtained copies of cancelled checks for those payments made by check; the rest of the 
disbursements, which were made by debit card, were substantiated through review of bank 
statements. Therefore, there was proof of payment for all selected disbursements. 
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Procedure:  Judgmentally selected disbursements from those reported in the campaign finance 
reports, which in the aggregate represented at least fifty percent of the candidate’s disbursements.  
Reviewed the selected disbursement transactions and ensured that they were substantiated by 
supporting, third party documentation and were for allowable expenditures under the MCEA.  In 
addition, ensured that mileage logs supported selected reimbursements for mileage and that the 
total mileage and dollar amount on the mileage logs recalculated based on the individual trips and 
the applicable reimbursement rate. 
 
Result:  Of the four disbursements selected for testing, all were supported by third party 
documentation.  We reviewed all of the disbursements and determined there were no 
reimbursements for mileage.  In addition, all selected transactions appeared to be for allowable 
expenditures under the Maine Clean Election Act. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed purchases reported on the campaign finance reports to identify any 
equipment purchased with MCEA funds and ensure that the equipment was sold at fair market 
value and that sales proceeds were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission in a timely manner. 
 
Result:  No purchases of equipment were reported on the campaign finance reports. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed all of the campaign bank statements from the 2018 election cycle and 
identified all deposits that were not for MCEA funds.  Ensured that the amounts were reported as 
seed money contributions.  Reviewed supporting documentation and ensured that seed money 
contributions were from individuals and did not exceed the threshold of $100 per donor.  In 
addition, ensured that no additional contributions were received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Result:  All deposits identified on the campaign bank statements that were not MCEA funds were 
properly identified and reported as seed money contributions.  All seed money contributions were 
within the allowable threshold and were from individuals.  In addition, there were no additional 
contributions received after the candidate’s certification. 
 
Procedure:  Reviewed supporting documentation to determine that the balance of MCEA funds not 
spent were returned to the Maine Ethics Commission and were returned promptly (within forty-two 
days of the election). 
 
Result:  A disbursement dated December 11, 2018 in the amount of $2,157.44 brought the balance 
in the campaign bank account to zero.  The disbursement occurred within the forty-two day 
threshold. 
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We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an audit, the objective of which would be the expression 
of an opinion, on the specific elements, accounts, or items.  Accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion.  Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention 
that would have been reported to you. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Commissioners and staff of the Maine 
Ethics Commission and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

 

 
 
 

May 10, 2019 
South Portland, Maine 
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