Maine Grid Resilience Grant
Program

Request for Applications (RFA) Information Session

February 28, 2024

12PM — 1PM, virtual meeting

All material presented here is for informational purposes. Please refer the Maine Grid Resilience Grant RFA for
complete information and any clarifications. In the event of an apparent conflict between this material and the RFA,
the RFA shall be the controlling source.
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Agenda

e Welcome

* Grid Resilience Program Overview
 Eligibility and Program Requirements
* Priority Applications
* Example Project Menu
e Application
* Grid Resilience Grant Application Form Overview
* Federal Requirements

* Project Review Criteria
* Resources
* Timeline and Next Steps
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Program & RFA Questions?

* Submit written questions via email to allie.rand@maine.gov
e Subject line “RFA# 202312239 Questions”

* Responses will be posted on the Procurement website as a Q&A
Summary following the submitted questions deadline of March 7,
2024
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https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants

Grid Resilience Formula Fund (40101d)

* Federal formula funds provided through the U.S. Department of Energy to
states and tribes as authorized by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

* Provides support for activities that reduce the likelihood and consequence
of grid impacts due to extreme weather, wildfire, and natural disaster

* Maine allocations (announced by U.S. DOE annually):
* FY 2022: $2.19 million
* FY 2023: $2.17 million
* FY 2024: $2.45 million
 FY 2025 & 2026: TBA

* Total funding amount available for Maine: $4,364,534 (Y1&Y2)
* Request for Allocations (RFA) for Y1&Y2 released on February 9, 2024

e Future Igrant rounds are anticipated to occur at approximately 12 month
intervals as funding is allocated by U.S. DOE




Program Objectives (FY 2022-2026)

In alignment with federal program requirements, the GEO is seeking proposals for
projects that generate the greatest community benefit in fulfilling one or more of the
program objectives

* Increase the resilience of the electric grid and/or decrease the frequency of outages, including within
disadvantaged communities and areas experiencing high frequency and/or long duration outages;

e Improve community and economic resilience and empower electric customers and communities to be
resilient to disruptive events;

* Increase clean energy workforce opportunities; and

* Align with ongoing electric grid modernization and state policy climate goals while mitigating
disproportionate energy burdens.




Eligible Entities

Subawardees defined in BIL 40101(d) as:

e Electric grid operator

 Electricity storage operator

* Electricity generator

* Transmission owner or operator

e Distribution provider

e Fuel supplier

* Any other relevant entity, as determined by the U.S. DOE Secretary.

In the application form, applicants must provide an explanation for the selection made from the above list to
support a determination by the GEO and DOE that the applicant is an eligible entity

Prospective applicants not included on the eligible entity list within the RFA with an allowable resilience project
can partner with an eligible entity, or request an eligibility determination through the US Secretary of the
Department of Energy in its application
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Applicable Uses

e weatherization technologies and equipment e adaptive protection technologies
 fire-resistant technologies and fire prevention * advanced modeling technologies
systems * hardening of power lines, facilities, substations, of
* monitoring and control technologies other systems; and
* the undergrounding of electrical equipment e the replacement of old overhead conductors and

- underground cables, and
 utility pole management

* the relocation of power lines or the reconductoring * other measures as determined or approved by DOE.

of power lines with low-sag, advanced conductors

* vegetation and fuel-load management Non-eligible uses: Construction of a new electric
* the use or construction of distributed energy generating facility or large-scale battery storage
resources for enhancing system adaptive capacity facility that is not used for enhancing system
during disruptive events, including: adaptive capacity during disruptive events; or
* microgrids; and cybersecurity

e battery-storage subcomponents
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Number of Awards and Contract Terms

* Up to $4.146M available

e GEO anticipates making two (2) or more awards through this RFA
process

* Awards will not exceed $2 million per project proposal for this round
of grants

e Contract terms up to five (5) years, as specified by the applicant’s
proposal
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Small Utility Set Aside

* The U.S. DOE defines a small utility for the purpose of this program as an
eligible entity that sells less than 4 million megawatt hours per year

* The percentage of funding made available to eligible entities satisfying this
definition of small utilities shall not be less than the percentage of
customers in the State that are served by those entities

* The share of Maine’s small utility set aside can be no less than 25%

* 25% represents the minimum amount set aside for small utilities and does
not limit additional funding allocations for small utilities

* $1,036,577 will be set aside for the highest scoring bidder(s) who meets
the small utility set aside requirements. $1,036,577 is the minimum
amount set aside for small utilities and does not limit the amount of
funding that may be awarded to small utilities
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Priority Applications

* GEO intends to prioritize awards that increase community and economic
resilience to extreme events and empower electric customers and communities
to be resilient to disruptive events; projects that benefit areas identified as
disadvantaged communities; and projects that indicate partnership with
communities

* Applicants should identify disadvantaged or priority communities that would
benefit from the resilience project

* Disadvantaged communities may be identified utilizing the federal mapping tool
Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST) and/or methods described in
the Community Benefits section of the application [Section H-3 in RFA] that
demonstrate how the communities are disparately burdened by outages
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https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5

Example Project Menu

Example Projects

Proposed resilience project activities [see “Applicable Uses,” p.g. 3 of RFA] at worst-performing circuits and/or in
areas identified as disadvantaged or disparately vulnerable to grid outages

Battery components for microgrid deployment to enhance system adaptive capacity during disruptive events at
critical facilities

Deploying automatic load management systems

Deploying dynamic line rating systems

Three-phase location modeling

Implementation of SCADA for distribution feeders

Planning or implementation supporting time series load data capabilities at the feeder level

Replacing generation components with new components of the same type in order to ensure

weatherization/resilience, such as wind turbine blade replacement or damaged solar photovoltaic cells within an
existing solar farm

Building inventories of parts and components needed for providing grid resilience benefits
Training and contracts for critical maintenance needs
Refurbishment of existing transformers

Note this is not an exhaustive list but rather an illustrative list of example projects that are eligible
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Cost Match

The GEO reserves the right to alter a cost match during award negotiations within the ranges
provided:

Entity Type Total Cost Match Required

Small Utilities. As defined in BIL Section 40101(h)(2) for

the purpose of this grant program, a Small Utility sells Between 33.33% and
not more than 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity 48.33%
per year.

Large Utilities. A Large Utility entity sells over

o) 0]
4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year. Between 100% and 115%

The application form will ask applicants to indicate which range applies, and the anticipated source of the
cost match
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Application Components

v'"Maine Grid Resilience Grant Application Form (attached at the end of
the RFA)

v Environmental Questionnaire (National Environmental Policy Act)
v'Budget Justification Form
v Appendix A: Performance Metrics Checklist

Applicants are encouraged to review and familiarize themselves with
the application form linked at the bottom of the RFA well in advance

of the March 7, 2024 question submission deadline and the March 28,
2024 application deadline
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Federal Reporting and Compliance Requirements

 Compliance with applicable Federal Requirements including:

* NEPA

* Davis Bacon

e Build America Buy America (BABA)
* Foreign National Participation

* Quarterly and annual report on project progress and resilience metrics

e All awards subject to written notice and approval by the U.S. Department
of Energy
* GEO may not proceed with the subaward/subcontract until the

DOE determines, and provides GEO written notification, that
the information provided is adequate




Application Components — Application Form

1. General Information, Eligibility, and Application Information (Pass/Fail)
 Eligibility entity type and explanation
e Cost match meets utility size requirements
* Whether applicant is a large or small utility (><4,000,000 MWh sold / year)
* Eligible activities to be completed
* Federal requirements acknowledgements
* |f another application is under consideration under 40101(c), description of differences

2. Summary of Proposed Project and Alignment with Program Objectives (Criteria 2: 25 total
points available)

3. Grid and Community Benefits (Criteria 3: 30 points available)
4. Technical Merit and Feasibility (Criteria 4: 30 points available)
5. Partnerships and Letters of Support (Criteria 5: 15 points available)

Please reference the RFA and accompanying Application form for components to address within
each of the above categories
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Federal Requirements - NEPA

* Completion of an Environmental Questionnaire for National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review and approval by US DOE is
required component of application

* Prospective applicants should review the Environmental
Questionnaire in advance
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Federal Requirements — Davis Bacon

Recipients shall provide written assurance acknowledging the Davis
Bacon Act requirements for the award or project and confirming that
all of the laborers and mechanics performing construction, alteration,
or repair work in excess of S2000 on projects funded directly by or
assisted in whole or in part by and through funding under the award
are paid or will be paid wages at rates not less than those prevailing on
projects of a character similar in the locality as determined by
Subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of Title 40, United States Code (Davis-
Bacon Act)

Refer to Davis Bacon guidance linked in Application for full information.
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Federal Requirements — BABA

None of the funds provided under this award (federal share or recipient cost-share) may
be used for a project for infrastructure unless:

1. All iron and steel used in the project is produced in the United States—this means all manufacturing processes,
from the initial melting stage through the application of coatings, occurred in the United States;

2. All manufactured products used in the project are produced in the United States—this means the manufactured
product was manufactured in the United States; and the cost of the components of the manufactured product that
are mined, produced, or manufactured in the United States is greater than 55 percent of the total cost of all
components of the manufactured product, unless another standard for determining the minimum amount of
domestic content of the manufactured product has been established under applicable law or regulation; and

3. All construction materials are manufactured in the United States—this means that all manufacturing processes for
the construction material occurred in the United States.

Waivers. When necessary, the Recipient may apply for, and DOE may grant, a waiver from
the Buy America Requirement. Refer to BABA guidance linked in Application for full
information.
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Quarterly Reporting

e GEO s required to report quarterly to the U.S. DOE on project
implementation and annually on project impact

* Applicants must submit a Performance Metrics checklist with
application indicating the metrics expected to be reported quarterly

* Linked in the Application Form




Annual Program Metrics and Impact Report

BASELINE IMPACT METRICS (performance measures)

Baszeline [ Fafere Project Implementation)
- - Dutage Type . MM LCoverage Metric Type Dutage Type Coverage Type eare LY enter viabies for the Sears receectg (i Fiscal Yesr Separt
[=elect from list) o (MED)? Iselect from list) Fedar fime SEOF fedar - FOET fehar fm- FEET

207 ¥alue | 2012 ¥alue | 2019 ¥alue | 2020 value | 2021 ¥alue | 2022 ¥Walue | 2023 ¥alue | 2024 ¥alue | 2025 ¥alue

Humber of outages

Haurs b rpair cutages

System Awerags Interruption Duration Index [$4101)
Customer Average Interruption Duration Index (CA4I0T)
System Average Interruption Frequency Indes (SAIFT)
Cuztomer Average Interruption Frequency Index (CAIFT)
Humber of individusl customers with mors than § inkerruptions A

CURRENT FISCAL YEAR IMPACT METRICS (performance measures)

Progress [ foring Project

Implementation]
Does gutage data -
I t Metric (select £ list] D.!IHII.E_[IILE include Major Event ED_H.E.L-B.H.E_ Metnf: Tape Dutag_e Tape Euvera?e Tape Start Date | End Date of
[=elect from list) Days (MED)? [=elect from list) feAar N TOGF fehar fim- FOGF fedar fim- FOGF Value of Data Data

Collection | Collection
[mmdddiyyyy] | [mmdddiyyuy)
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Annual Program Metrics and Impact Report (cont.

JOB CREATION AND TRAININ

Meztrics Zelect From List Hamber Explanation

Trai

as braining offersd az part of the project? [specify in "Explanation” ficld)

Type of training provided

Does pour program target undercerved of undarrepresented population(z) for training?

IF ez, what target population do pou serve T

Did the Subaward Entity partner with o community-based or ganization?

Diid the Eubaward Entity partner with 3 labor union?

Pumbser of individuzls receiving training [including registersd spprenticeships] as park of the project.

Average numbsr of hours of braining per individual (inclding on-the-job trainingtwerk performed by
registered apprentices].

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Metrics Felect From List

Diaes this project operate under a negotiaticd Community Bencfits
Agresment™

Iz a Community Bazed Organization part of the prajeck leadership?®

Mumber of individuals recsiving raize or promation 3z 2 rezult of training.

Mumbeer of individusls that sre placed in new paid positions (including registersd spprenticeships] as
a rezult of training.

Oid thiz praject gek approval of kribal gavernments with autharity aver
impacted areas?

Labor

Mumber of emplaysss a part of thiz project [specify in "Explanation” Ffield 27 necded)

Is there a project labor agreement [FLA] For the construction project?

|z khere a collective bargaining agreement [CEA) Far the project’s nen-censtruction work?

Haz the Subaward Entity pledged neutrality with respect to union organizing?

Is the Subaward Entity contributing ko of otherwi
{e.9.. financial suppart, hiring participants, prov
"Explanation field)

supporting registered apprenticeship programs
training materials and Facilities, etc. )7 (specify in

|5 the Subaward Entity contributing or otherwize supporting non-registered apprenticeship joint-
labor management or other training program? [zpecify in "Explanation” field)

Is the Subaward Entity offering support services to workers or training participants (.., child care,
tranzpartation] [zpecify in "Explanation ficld)?

Dioes the project have a Formal anti-dizcrimination o anti-harazsment program or plan®

Dioes the Subaward Entity have 3 formal Diversity, Equity, Access, and Incluzion [DEIA] Plan?

Dioes the project have 3 workplace health and safety plan that was decigned and iz implemented in
partnership with employees? (specify in "Explanation’ field az needed)

In support of second chance opportunities, dovs the Subaward Entity refrain from asking about jobs
applicants” criminal records, arrest histary, or any other histary with the justice cystem?

Doz the Subaward Entity have specific goalz For the hiring of lacal warkers?

Dioes the project have specific objective Far hiring of underrepresented or disadvantaged groups?
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Doz this project operate under Memaorandums of Understanding with
Community-Bazed Organizations ¥

Did thiz project gek lekters of support or any other indication that they
are ¢ngaging in conzent-bazed planning?

Did thiz project cngage Citiaen Advizory Committess ¥

Did 2 representative of the Community Based Organization or
Community Advizory Commitkes: review and approve thiz report?




Annual Program Metrics and Impact Report (cont.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EV

WORKFORCE DEMOGRAPHIC S

Gender

Hamber of employees
working on project

Humber of trainees in
project spec
Programs

Race

Hamber of employees
working on project

Humber of traimees in
project specific
programs

Namber of employees
working on project

Humber of traimees
in project specific
Programs

American Indian or Alazka

Plale Mative Hizpaniz or Latina

Mative Hawaiian or Other . . .
Femal Mat Hiz Lati

amale Pacific lolander ot Hizpanic or Latina
Man-Binary sian M Designation
Humber of traimees
i i Number of employees

Other Elack or African American Weteram Status

working om project

in project specific
programs

Mo Designation

“w'hite

Weteran

Hamber of employees
working on project

Humber of trainees in
pProject spec
programs

Other

Mot 2 Yeteran

Haz Dizability

Mo Designation

Other Protected Veterans

Does Mok Have Disability

Dizability Ekatuz Unknown

Hamber of employees
working on project

Humber of trainees in

project specific

programs

Mo Designation

Mo Designation

Event Details

Community Engagement

HNumber of Attendees by Community of Interest

Event Outcomes

Community Engagement
Erent ¥ [Unique Identifier] | Event HName [Yirtual or In-
Persom]

5-Digit Zip Code

Zip Code =i

Type of Engagement hlaasil
Frlberter i) Engagement
[select From lizt)

Did Thi= Event Include An
Dpen Plansing Fo ith
Participant Pol

Tribal Community

Dizadrantaged (Aol
Community Encrgy
Community

Rural
Community

Dther

IF Other,
Pleaze
Epecify

Total
Artendess

Outcomes or Barriers

Erent Lin
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Scoring Criteria

Points Available

Scoring Criteria

Criteria 1: General Information, Eligibility,

and Completeness Pass/Fail

Large Utility Small Utility

Criteria 1a: Cost Match Between 100% and 115% match — Between 33.33% and 48.33%
Compliance Review match — Compliance Review

Objective Alignment Points Available

Objective #1 — Increased Grid Resilience 5
Criteria 2: Project Summary and Objective #2 — Increased Community 10
Alignment with Program Narrative Resilience
Objectives Objective #3 — Workforce and Quality Jobs 5
Objective #4 — Grid Modernization and Policy 5
Alignment
Criteria 3: Grid & Community Benefits 30
Criteria 4: Technical Merit and Feasibility 30
Criteria 5: Partnerships and Letters of 15
Support
Total Points 100 points
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Resources for Applicants

e Guidance for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Grid Resilience Formula Grant Metrics Tracking

e Microgrid Overview — DOE Guide

* Low-Cost Grid Resilience Projects — DOE Guide

e U.S. DOE Build America, Buy America Requirements

 U.S. DOE Davis Bacon Act Requirements
 U.S. DOE Justice40 General Guidance
 National Environmental Policy Act Requirements

* Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool
e DOE Community Benefits Toolkit

* Additional Resources for Technical Assistance
 White House: Investing in American Technical Assistance Guide (September 2023)

 White House: Investing in America State Directed Technical Assistance Resources (September 2023)
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https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/Guidance-for-Bipartisan-Infrastructure-Law-Grid-Resilience-Formula-Grant-Metrics-Tracking.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/2024-01-18%20Microgrid%20Overview%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/46060_DOE_GDO_Low_Cost_Grid_Resilience_Projects_RELEASE_508.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/management/build-america-buy-america
https://stateofmaine.sharepoint.com/teams/GovernorsEnergyOffice-Documents/Shared%20Documents/General/Federal%20Infrastructure%20Funding/40101%20-%20Grid%20Resilience%20Program/RFA/Supporting%20Documents%20to%20post%20with%20RFA/Davis%20Bacon%20Act.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/Final%20DOE%20Justice40%20General%20Guidance%20072522.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/nepa/office-nepa-policy-and-compliance
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.gov%2Fdiversity%2Fcommunity-benefit-agreement-cba-toolkit&data=05%7C01%7CAllie.Rand%40maine.gov%7C189efd3518c64fd6fa9108dbbe08519e%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638312715157683100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8FA1O1XA%2BQFDUgQusxaiHkCLI42t15ba4QnXGmfY5sM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F09%2FIIA-Technical-Assistance-Guide-September-2023-v091223.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAllie.Rand%40maine.gov%7C189efd3518c64fd6fa9108dbbe08519e%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638312715157683100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fga4LNRN9sokqnMyzo4dnK2af9ymH6Nuupj2Kka3vyU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/State-TA-Programs-v091223-810pm.pdf

Key Events

* February 9: RFA Opens
* February 28: Info Session
* March 7: Submitted Questions Deadline

* March 28: RFA Proposals due at 11:59 PM submitted to State of
Maine Division of Procurement services, via e-mail, to
proposals@maine.gov as specified in the RFA

All amendments (if any) released in regard to this Request for Applications will be
posted on the Division of Procurement Services Grant RFPs and RFAs website. It is
the responsibility of all interested parties to go to this website to obtain

amendments.
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https://www.maine.gov/dafs/bbm/procurementservices/vendors/grants

Acronyms

BABA: Build America, Buy America

GEO: Maine Governor’s Energy Office

NEPA: National Environmental Policy Act

RFA: Request for Applications

U.S. DOE: United States Department of Energy
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