
Maine Data Center Advisory 
Council Meeting
Public Listening Session

August 27, 2026 | 1:00-2:30pm
September 1, 2026 | 5:00-7:00pm



Agenda
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• Welcome and introductions

• Recap of meetings to date

• Public comments

• Next steps



Maine Data Center Advisory 
Council Executive Order
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Directives Guiding the Council’s Work:

• Provide strategic input, facilitate coordinated 
state planning, and evaluate policy tools to 
address large-scale data center 
opportunities and related benefits and risks 
to Maine.

• Evaluate issues related to large-scale data 
centers located or proposed in Maine, with the 
goals of:
• Minimizing environmental impacts
• Protecting ratepayers and electric grid 

reliability
• Enabling responsible economic 

development

• Submit a final report with findings and 
recommendations, including any proposed 
legislation, to the Governor and the Legislature 
by January 29, 2027.



Proposed Roadmap & Council Workflow
Key Topics

(to be discussed throughout)

Environmental 
Impacts

Ratepayer and 
Grid Impacts

Economic and 
Community 

Development

Council Workflow 

Existing Safeguards Risks and 
Opportunities Best Practices Policy 

Considerations
Draft 

Recommendations

June-August September-December

Public engagement will inform the work throughout 

Final report due to the Governor and the Legislature: January 29, 2027
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Public Engagement to Date

4 

Surveys

16 

Counties

900+
Survey 

Responses

150+
Towns

8
Live Meeting 

Polls

500+
Meeting 

Attendees

600+ 

Newsletter 
Subscribers
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Scope and Definitions

Data centers are facilities that 
house electronic equipment 

used for data processing, 
data storage, cloud 

computing or similar services.  

Some data centers are used for 
artificial intelligence, others 

support industries like banking, 
healthcare, and social media.

Sizes range from 1,000-
100,000+ square feet, can 
consume 1 megawatt to 

1,000+ megawatts of power.  



How does Maine fit into the national 
context of data center development? 

Maine context:

• Maine has some small data centers 
but no hyperscale facilities and 
very few mid-sized facilities

• Limited large scale data center 
development in New England

• Higher energy costs than data 
center hub regions; siting 
challenges

• Not a major fiber crossroads

• Maine Data Center Advisory 
Council to assess risks and benefits 
of large data centers
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Source: Lawrence Berkeley National Lab, Center of Expertise for Data Center Energy 



Environmental Considerations Meeting Recap

Key Takeaways:

• Data center construction impacts are similar to those of large 
commercial sites. However, they do have some unique features largely 
connected to their need to cool electronic equipment.

• Data center water usage depends on cooling technologies, and large-
scale data centers use less water than other water-intensive industries.

• Existing state and federal environmental laws address site construction, 
wetlands, habitat, water withdrawals, wastewater discharges, air 
emissions, noise, and wastes.

• Focusing on unique impacts, including noise, infrasound, water 
consumption and cooling fluids, and exploring performance 
standards, could strengthen Maine's regulatory framework for data 
centers.

June 23
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Energy Focus Meeting Recap

Key Takeaways:

• Data centers generally use large amounts of electricity and have different energy use 
profiles; that energy use can create potential ratepayer risks and opportunities.  

• Electricity demand in Maine has declined over the past two decades, even as it beings 
to uptick from electrification. Maine  has statutory clean energy requirements.

• The Maine Public Utilities Commission has jurisdiction over multiple aspects of 
energy usage as it related to data centers and has several tools to protect other 
customers. ISO New England, our regional grid operator, is monitoring activity and 
developing methods to analyze and reduce their potential impact. 

• To strengthen Maine's safeguards for large data centers, recommendations 
could include advocating for Maine ratepayers through federal and regional 
processes; working with PUC to use available tools, including paying for 
upgrades, new energy needs, and supporting demand management; and 
considering clean energy requirements for large data center developers.
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Economic & Community Development Meeting Recap

Key Takeaways:

• Data centers provide relatively high tax revenues, and the tax base can 
renew as servers are replaced. Data centers can also pay for new high-
capacity internet lines between towns. These facilities provide 
construction jobs but relatively few permanent jobs.

• Maine is a home rule state, and communities have important role 
regarding zoning, permitting, and developer agreements.

• Communities are supported at the state level in their planning processes, 
and through regional Councils of Government, which provide interlocal 
resource planning and cooperation.

• The state can further support communities by offering dedicated 
technical expertise and other support. 

August 13
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How to Participate in Today’s Session

• Attendees will have 3 minutes to speak

• Please raise hands in the Zoom queue

• Having trouble raising your hand? Use the chat to ask for assistance

• A timer will count down on the screen to help manage time

• The Council is also accepting written comments. Please send 
comments via email to datacenter.doer-dep@maine.gov by 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026. 
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Discussion Guidelines

Some guiding questions:

• What recommendations 
do you think the Council 
should consider 
advancing, and why? 

• Is there additional 
information that the 
Council should explore as 
it considers 
recommendations for the 
state? 

Discussion Guidelines

•Be constructive: The Council is eager for 
input that can inform recommendations 

•Be respectful: Show others the respect 
you’d want them to show you; focus on the 
issues, not individuals 

•Use language that is appropriate for all 
ages and audiences 

•Follow the time limits – 3 minutes: Please 
make space for everyone to contribute 
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Public Comments



Next Steps

• Today’s webinar recording and meeting materials will be available 
online and linked in the next email newsletter.

• The public comment opportunity will stay open through September 2

• Council Virtual Public Meeting Dates:
• Wednesday, September 9, 9:30-12:00
• Wednesday, October 7, 9:30-12:00
• Registration links are online at: maine.gov/energy/datacentercouncil

• Next Council meeting on September 9 will focus on policy 
recommendations.

• Be sure to sign up for data center council email updates to receive all 
of this in your inbox
• QR code on next page
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Thank You

Sign up for 
email updates

maine.gov/energy/datacentercouncil
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