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Renewable Energy Tax Study Survey
for Municipal Officials
Background: 
The Maine Department of Energy Resources is conducting a study to examine and evaluate systems of taxation of renewable energy infrastructure, pursuant to Resolves 2025, Chapter 116. This work includes an assessment of how revenue from renewable energy infrastructure, such as taxes, fees, and royalties, is collected and how those revenues are distributed to state and local governments. Additionally, the work will evaluate current policies and produce recommendations. DOER anticipates conducting stakeholder engagement associated with this study in 2026, with an opportunity for public comment. The Study will be submitted to the Maine Legislature by November 4, 2026. 

A key focus of this study is evaluating the current municipal tax framework, and how it is applied to renewable energy projects. As a municipal stakeholder with relevant expertise, we invite you to respond to a brief survey designed to gather data and insights from municipalities hosting renewable energy projects. Renewable energy projects include sources such as wind, solar, hydro, and biomass, among other projects that contribute to meeting the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) and Clean Energy Standard (CES). 

Survey Structure and Questions: This survey has 4 sections. The survey is designed to flow logically from basic project characteristics to more complex tax and revenue questions, ending with qualitative questions that prompt feedback. Please feel free to skip any questions that you are unable to answer; even partial survey answers are useful. Responses will support the development of policy recommendations that accurately reflect local practice and knowledge, and needs that are identified through this process. Your time and participation are greatly appreciated. 

Important Note on Proprietary Data
We understand that the data requested may be sensitive. You are not expected to provide proprietary data in response to this survey request, and no proprietary data is requested. Response data will be aggregated and summarized for inclusion in the Study. Additional information is below:

· Aggregated Data: Project-specific data will not be published, data will only be reported as high-level, state-wide summary statistics (e.g., average property tax valuation per MW).  
· Qualitative Insights: Feedback from open-ended, qualitative questions will be paraphrased and not attributed to any specific person, municipality, or project name. (e.g., average property tax valuation per MW).

Responses are due by Friday, July 31, at 5pm. Via the online survey or by submitting this word document. Email doer@maine.gov with questions about the study or to submit responses in Word document format.

Survey Respondent

1. Please provide your name: 
Click or tap here to enter text. _____________________________________________________________________________

2. Please provide your municipality: 

Click or tap here to enter text.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Section 1: Clean Energy Project Characteristics

This section collects basic project characteristics, including the name, capacity, age, and owner/operator. These project characteristics will be matched to Energy Information Administration (EIA) generator-level speciﬁc data to access more detailed project information.

Please provide the basic details for the largest (or most recent) front-of-the-meter clean energy project in your municipality. These include, but are not limited to, solar photovoltaic systems, wind energy development and battery energy storage systems 1 MW or greater in size.

3. Project Name:  

Click or tap here to enter text.
_____________________________________________________________________________

4. Project Technology Type:
Check all that apply.

	☐	Solar photovoltaic  

	☐	Onshore Wind

	☐	Battery Energy Storage System  

	☐	Biomass

	☐	Hydropower

	☐	Other: Click or tap here to enter text.



5. Project Nameplate Capacity (MW):

Click or tap here to enter text.
 ____________________________________________________________________________


6. Commercial Operation Date (or estimated start year)

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

7. Operator or Owner Name: 

Click or tap here to enter text.
____________________________________________________________

Section 2: Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District Establishment

This section is designed to understand the process and criteria used to establish any TIF and/or Credit Enhancement Agreement (CEA), if applicable.

8. Did the municipality create a TIF district for the renewable energy project? Alternatively, was the project sited in an existing TIF district?
Select only one.

	☐	Yes, a TIF district was created or utilized

	☐	No TIF was used

	☐	Unsure



If yes: (if no, continue to question 19)

Please provide information on the TIF district

9. TIF District Name: 

Click or tap here to enter text.
_________________________________________________

10. What kind of TIF District is the clean energy project located in? (e.g., state TIF, downtown TIF, affordable housing TIF, etc.): 

Click or tap here to enter text.
_________________________________________________

11. Was the project located within an existing, pre-established TIF District?
Select one.
	☐	Yes

	☐	No 




12. If the TIF District was established for this project, was it established before construction began or retroactively after the project began operating? If after, how many years after? Select only one answer.

	☐	Established before construction began 

	☐	Retroactively, 1-5 years

	☐	Retroactively, 5-10 years

	☐	Retroactively, 10+ years



13. Roughly how much did the municipality spend in total legal, consulting, or engineering fees to negotiate and establish this TIF/CEA framework? Select only one answer.

	☐	Under $20,000 

	☐	$20,000 – $50,000 

	☐	$51,000 – $80,000

	☐	Over $80,000 

	☐	Unsure

	☐	Other: Click or tap here to enter text.



14. What criteria were used to establish the TIF? What are the stated economic development purposes of the TIF? (e.g., jobs, general economic development, support municipal projects?)

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________
	
15. If this TIF district includes a Credit Enhancement Agreement (CEA) with the developer, what are the criteria used to establish the CEA and its stated purpose?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

16. What is the term (in years) for the CEA?: 

Click or tap here to enter text.
________________________________________________________________________________

17. Were any TIF development program funds used to support permitting, development, or construction of certain projects?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________



18. Did the municipality have prior experience with a renewable energy project? If so, did the municipality have a template or framework for planning for local beneﬁts and negotiating with the developer that was helpful in establishing a TIF and/or CEA?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

If no:

19. Why did the municipality choose not to or was unable to create a TIF?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

20. Does your municipality use TIFs in any other contexts?

	☐	Yes

	☐	No 

	☐	Other: Click or tap here to enter text.



Section 3: Revenue and Allocation Statistics

This section asks for data on valuation and incremental revenue associated with the clean energy project. If you can, please provide the most recent year and historic trend data for the following variables. We are interested in the incremental value and revenue directly related to the renewable energy project, not for all property in the TIF, if applicable.

21. Original Assessed Value (OAV) of the district prior to the project:

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

22. The Increase in Assessed Value (IAV) of the clean energy project. Please include real and personal property valuation. 

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________







23. Depreciation schedule: Please provide the depreciation schedule, including annual rate and duration, applied to the incremental assessed value. For this response, please enter a text response, or complete the table below, or provide an attachment. 


Year	Depreciation Rate	Depreciable Basis	Depreciation Amount
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			




24. Total value sheltered from revenue sharing (education and municipal revenue sharing) and county taxes, including tax revenue forgone via a Credit Enhancement Agreement:

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

25. What is the value of the CEA for the developer (reimbursement for project costs or other beneﬁt) if applicable? Please provide valuation and forgone revenue statistics for the latest year and trend if possible

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________




26. How are the municipality’s retained TIF revenues from this renewable energy project allocated?

Because TIF-sheltered funds are legally restricted by 30-A M.R.S. § 5225, this section asks for a breakdown of allocations by budget/spending categories. Reviewing these categories can serve as a quick benchmark for how your municipality structures its clean energy revenue compared to peer communities.

Please provide estimates of the share of TIF revenue allocated to each permitted category below. Examples of signiﬁcant road/utility projects, infrastructure bonds, and economic development activities would be helpful.

· Speciﬁc road and utility work,
· Bonds issued by the Town as part of a large infrastructure project,
· Staff expenses overseeing TIF projects,
· Economic development activities,
· Environmental development or management activities (extends in statute to recreation, vegetation management, ﬁsheries/wildlife/marine resource projects),
· Projects outside the TIF district,
· Credit Enhancement Agreements
· Any TIF revenues used for matching expenditures for municipally sponsored grant programs (CDBG, Northern Border Regional Commission, etc.)
· Other
· No TIF

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

27. Did the municipality participate in project ﬁnancing, for example through federal grants, Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRBs), governmental loans, or other sources?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________



Section 4: Administration & Policy Insights

These qualitative and reﬂective questions allow you to voice local benefits and pain points, which directly informs lessons learned and potential policy recommendations.

28. Have you encountered any desired municipal uses for these clean energy revenues that you found were explicitly prohibited or restricted under 30-A M.R.S. § 5225? If yes, please specify.

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

29. Does your current TIF arrangement utilize any speciﬁc interlocal agreements to share clean energy revenue with neighboring jurisdictions as part of a regional economic development strategy? If yes, please brieﬂy describe the partnership structure.

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

30. Looking back at the negotiation process, which of the following tools or resources would have been most beneﬁcial to your municipality? Select all that apply.

	☐	Standardized guidance and criteria for valuation and statewide depreciation schedule. 

	☐	State certiﬁcation of value for renewable energy projects using standardized and transparent criteria and public data.

	☐	Templates for TIFs and Credit Enhancement Agreements (CEAs) tailored to rural towns.

	☐	Training and upfront funding for designing and negotiating TIFs and CEAs. 

	☐	Other: Click or tap here to enter text.



31. What is one lesson your municipality learned during this process that you believe other Maine towns facing renewable energy development should know?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________

32. Please provide any additional feedback about municipal valuation, taxation, and beneﬁts from renewable energy projects?

Click or tap here to enter text.
______________________________________________________________________________
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