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Education Committee – June 11, 2025 
 Virtual via ZOOM: https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/82789080665 

 
Members present:  Aiden Koplovsky (Chair), Ben Zetterman, Amy Drinkwater, Paul Froman, 

Dennis Russell, AJ Gagon, Thomas, “TW” Williamson, Joanne Lebrun, Mike 
Drinkwater, Steve Smith, Brain Chamberlin,  
  

Members Absent:  Leah Mitchell, Cathy Gosselin 
 
MEMS Staff:  Wil O’Neal, Director, John A. DeArmond, Jason Oko, Darren W. Davis, Robert Glapsy, 

Soliana Goldrich 
 
Stakeholders:  Adam Mason, Don Sheets, Anthony Roberts, John Zumwalt, Soucy, K. Paul Froman, Chris 

Moretto 
 

 
1) Introductions/Call to Order 

a. Quorum present, Koplovsky calls meeting to order at 09:02  
 

2) The Maine EMS Mission Statement is read by Koplovsky 
“The mission of Maine EMS is to promote and provide for a comprehensive and effective Emergency 
Medical Services system to ensure optimum patient care with standards for all clinicians. All members of 
this board should strive to promote the core values of excellence, support, collaboration, and integrity. In 
serving on this board, we commit to serve the respective clinicians, communities, and residents of the 
jurisdictions that we represent.” 

 
3) Public Comment 

a. None 
 

4) Approval of previous minutes  
a. Motion to approve May 2025 minutes made by L. Mitchel to approve with the correction of her 

name, seconded by AJ Gagon. No changes. J. LeBrun, and M. Drinkwater abstained.  
 

5) Changes to agenda 
a. None 

 
6) State Update 

a. John - EMS Education and Accreditation Updates 
 
The meeting focused on several key topics related to emergency medical services (EMS) 
education and accreditation. John shared updates on the upcoming accreditation of advanced 
EMT programs within 24-36 months, emphasizing the importance of early preparation and 
compliance with new standards. He also discussed ongoing efforts to develop student minimum 
competencies for EMT and EMR students, as well as potential reciprocal agreements for cross-
border education. Marc provided insights from his participation in the National Registry 
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Paramedic Skills Review panel, highlighting the significance of using the NASEMSO clinical model 
guidelines in EMS education. The group also addressed concerns about community paramedicine 
(CP) education requirements, with Will and Soliana clarifying that any training center could apply 
to teach CP levels, though quality assurance measures would be implemented. Lastly, the 
meeting touched on the current Continuous Education Hour (CEH) approval process, with plans 
to review and refine the process to ensure clarity and efficiency. 

b.  
 

7) Old Business 
a. Flexible Continuing Education Models 
 

Joanne discussed the evolution of continuing education from prescribed classes to a more 
flexible model that allows providers to receive just-in-time training based on their specific needs. 
She emphasized the importance of reducing barriers to timely training and suggested that 
regional centers could play a role in approving continuing education hours. Aiden and Dennis 
agreed that training centers should continue to have the ability to approve education widely, 
while Joanne also highlighted the potential benefits of the regional model in guiding services and 
reducing costs. 
 

b. CE Request Process Standardization Guide 
 
The team discussed challenges with the Continuing Education (CE) request process, particularly 
regarding late submissions and the quality of submissions. Jason and Rob are developing a 
guidebook to help standardize the CE request process, including how to build course outlines and 
determine learning objectives. The group agreed that more education is needed for stakeholders 
on proper CE submission procedures. Joanne suggested making the submission form more user-
friendly, as it is currently cumbersome. John emphasized the importance of providing proper 
training and support to help individuals submit quality CE requests. 
 

c. IV Training Safety Guidelines Discussion 
 
The Education Committee discussed the practice of conducting invasive procedures, such as IV 
starts and blood draws, during initial education programs. Dennis shared that his training center 
had piloted IV training with student consent and medical director approval, but concerns were 
raised about liability and safety. The committee debated whether to allow such procedures in 
controlled settings, with some members expressing concerns about the risks and potential legal 
implications. They agreed to consider developing guidelines for invasive procedures, including 
medical direction, liability waivers, and equipment standards, while also exploring how other 
programs handle similar training. 
 

d. Invasive Procedures Training Policy Discussion 
 
The committee discussed the possibility of allowing invasive procedures in training centers, with 
opinions split roughly evenly between support and opposition. Aiden proposed continuing the 
conversation with more information, including input from other states and the Attorney 
General's office. The group agreed to consult with legal partners before proceeding with any 
policy changes. They decided to hold their next meeting in July, and Joanne suggested discussing 
a paper on paramedic recruitment that Eric Wellman had circulated. 

8) New Business 
a.  
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9) Next meeting to do 
10) Motion to adjourn by P. Froman, seconded by A. Drinkwater, no objections. Meeting adjourned at 

10:23:31. 
 

11) Next Meeting July 9, 2025 at 0900. 
 

Minutes by: John A. DeArmond 


