Shocking Statistics

· 1 in 1,000 emergency vehicles crash every day

· 3 – 5 children die in ambulance crashes every year

· Most ambulance cots are rated for patients who weigh 90 pounds or greater

· Ambulance crash-related injury or death is five times greater than that of passenger vehicles

· Certain practices can significantly decrease the potential for injury in the event of a crash… yet many children continue to be transported improperly, placing them at a greater risk of injury and death.
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The Problem
Approximately six million children are transported by emergency medical service (EMS) vehicles each year in the United States.  The estimated risk of crash-related injury or death is five times greater than that of passenger vehicles, and the number of near-crashes and unreported incidents is estimated to be many times higher.  Emergency transport involves several safety issues not encountered in passenger vehicles.  Many driving techniques used during emergency transport are inherently risky.

Providing effective restraint for children in ambulances is a complex problem with many unique and unresolved issues.  Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC), a federally-funded program within the US Department of Transportation, recognizes the special circumstances of ambulance transport and provides guidelines for transporting children.  Proper restraint will help minimize the risk of injury and death. 

Who Should Attend

Police, fire, EMS and hospital personnel involved with the transportation of children in ambulances.


Purpose
EMS providers are naturally concerned with providing the most effective clinical care to their patients.  An intrinsic part of the need to arrive quickly on the scene, rapidly stabilize the patient for transport, and deliver the patient promptly to definitive care.  Many providers assume that the hazards of emergency transport are an unavoidable aspect of patient care.  It is extremely common to assume that a vehicle crash during transport will never happen.  Unfortunately, the statistics dispel this belief.  It is estimated that 1 in 1,000 emergency transports results in a crash.  The purpose of this class is:

· To raise awareness about the issues of occupant protection specific to EMS

· To enable EMS providers to make transport decisions based on current best practice recommendations

· To provide information about the various options for the safe transportation of children in ambulances

· To introduce policy and procedure guidelines for safe transport and liability reduction 

INSTRUCTORS 

<enter instructor names>
For additional information, contact 

<enter contact information>
Credit/Certificate 

Students who complete the Transporting Children Safely in Ambulances class are eligible to receive two Category 1 CEHs from Maine EMS.







