
     
Welcome back to summer in Maine! After the last six months of challenging weather, the blue water and green
grass are welcome sights! As Jim and I visit Law Enforcement agencies across the State, we know our roadways
are becoming increasingly busy. The summer driving season ushers in the 100-deadliest days across our nation's
roadways. The Bureau of Highway Safety stands alongside all of our law enforcement partners, not just those
who receive grant funding, to help reduce crashes on Maine’s roadways.

In an effort to provide increasing awareness about the number of fatal crashes that occur across Maine, your
LELs have partnered with the State Highway Safety Office to produce a monthly, one-page document titled
“Maine Traffic Fatality Report” that contains total fatal crashes, general causation factors, general ages, and YTD
fatal crash numbers from the last several years in the same month. Our shared goal is to provide our law
enforcement officers with valuable data that they can refer to while conducting both routine and high-visibility
traffic enforcement. 

Sharing this information with drivers during roadside interactions can also serve an important educational
purpose. When motorists hear that fatal crashes continue to occur on Maine’s roadways—and understand the
common behaviors that contribute to those deaths—it can make the consequences of speeding, impaired
driving, distraction, and seat belt non-use more immediate and real.                                                               Cont. Pg 2
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Traffic Camera Link

The 5  edition of the Maine OUI Guide is now
available. The “Guide” discusses commonly
encountered situations in typical impaired driving
scenarios and applies relevant case law, statutory
law, law enforcement training material, and
empirical data to assist practitioners.  

th

To access a digital copy, use this link.
Also available are the SFST pocket guides. 
These can be obtained from MCJA or your LEL’s.

The Maine Liaison

National highway safety research has consistently shown that enforcement paired with education and public
outreach can help influence driver behavior, deter risky choices, and strengthen overall roadway safety. Using
fatality information as part of professional, respectful roadside conversations can therefore reinforce the reason
behind traffic enforcement and help drivers better understand that these efforts are intended to save lives,
prevent injuries, and reduce future tragedies.

Our FARS analysts will remind us that the 2026 fatal crash data is preliminary; however, it is important to share
these statistics because one traffic fatality is too many. We hope this publication provides valuable support for
your traffic safety missions. As always, we are looking to build our relationships with our law enforcement
partners and welcome any suggestions on how we can help keep our roadway safe!

Q2 2026 Traffic Fatalities

http://www.checktoprotect.org/
https://www.maine.gov/dot/publications/traffic-engineering/traffic-cameras
https://newengland511.org/
https://www.maine.gov/dps/sites/maine.gov.dps/files/inline-files/2025%20Maine%20OUI%20Guide%205th%20Edition_0.pdf
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Forensic PhlebotomyProgrammatic Updates

BHS media products have a new look.
We’ve launched four PSAs with a focus on

Distracted Driving, Unattended
Passengers, Commercial Motor Vehicles,
and Young Drivers.  They can be viewed

on our YouTube Channel.

In addition, 4 new handouts were created
and are up ready for download on

 our website.  

Reach out to Nicholas.Brown@maine.gov
for any media questions.

Our most current on call list of trained FP
professionals can be found HERE.

 
For more information about the Forensic

Phlebotomy program, please contact
Kasey.Theriault@Maine.gov.

  

Traffic Safety Educator 
Alliance Highway Safety is our partner in

education. Their efforts focus on helping young
drivers build safe habits before they become

routine. By combining hands-on learning, real-
world demonstrations, and community

engagement, the program shows teens what can
happen when they take risks behind the wheel

and how simple choices can prevent tragedy. One
of the most popular tools is the seat belt

convincer, a device that safely simulates the force
of a low-speed crash.

If you would like to book these services for your
event, please e-mail

info@alliancehighwaysafety.com. 

We’re here to help!

Karrie Bernier, (207) 512-0448 , karrie.bernier@maine.gov

Nicholas Brown, (207) 830-0165, nicholas.brown@maine.gov

Erica Davis, (207) 530-6399, erica.davis@maine.gov

Nathan McLaughlin, (207) 830-0166, nathan.mclaughlin@maine.gov

Tracy Johnson, (207) 512-0809, tracy.johnson@maine.gov

Jeremy Morin, (207) 530-6400, jeremy.morin@maine.gov

Chantel Plummer, (207) 458-2582, chantel.b.plummer@maine.gov

Kasey Theriault (207) 830-0167, kasey.theriault@maine.gov

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLxP87E6ekgtRX0HYcreAYv7VkvFVZflYM
https://www.maine.gov/dps/bhs/about/media-center
mailto:Nicholas.Brown@maine.gov
https://www.maine.gov/dps/bhs/law-enforcement/forensic-phlebotomy-program
mailto:Kasey.Theriault@Maine.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FCUA1K7UXmoA&data=05%7C02%7CPatrick.Hood%40maine.gov%7C0a6dca17b68f483c525b08de8a6e4d27%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639100403510430064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K4teJN%2FzYNIrs0AJ7CQXfaThlOPmjOuvNvWUD0UB4OY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FCUA1K7UXmoA&data=05%7C02%7CPatrick.Hood%40maine.gov%7C0a6dca17b68f483c525b08de8a6e4d27%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639100403510430064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K4teJN%2FzYNIrs0AJ7CQXfaThlOPmjOuvNvWUD0UB4OY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@alliancesportmarketing.com
mailto:karrie.bernier@maine.gov
mailto:nicholas.brown@maine.gov
mailto:erica.davis@maine.gov
mailto:nathan.mclaughlin@maine.gov
mailto:tracy.johnson@maine.gov
mailto:jeremy.morin@maine.gov
mailto:chantel.b.plummer@maine.gov
mailto:kasey.theriault@maine.gov
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The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety is partnering with Virginia Polytech with a program they have called
“Sharing the Road with Trucks”. This project will provide education to the public motorists on how to safely
navigate around commercial motor vehicles (CMV), as well as provide a hands-on/in person visual on blind
spots, CMV vantage points, etc. The provider will conduct outreach for these and other partners, participate in
meetings, engage in event planning, develop and support dissemination of necessary materials and travel to
execute each training session, and evaluate the impact.

Sharing the Roads with Trucks will be attending various community events such as festivals, fairs, and other
traffic safety events. 

For more information or to schedule the Sharing the Road with Trucks outreach program in partnership with
the Maine Bureau of Highway Safety for your community event or high school, please email
sharingtheroad@vtti.vt.edu. You can also visit cmvroadsharing.org for more information. 

mailto:sharingtheroad@vtti.vt.edu
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Click to access
our full 
training

catalogue 
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Prosecutorial Understanding of DREs
July 29, 2026  0800-1600

Dirigo Safety, Auburn, ME, and Zoom

Designed for both prosecutors and DREs to
strengthen impaired driving cases that involve

drug impairment in the 7 drug categories.
Price: Free, Sponsored by BHS!

Dirigo Safety’s newsletter titled “What’s New at Dirigo Safety” can be found here! 

Updates From
 

Impaired Driving Enforcement 
Training Unit

 
Two ARIDE classes were recently conducted in Brunswick and York, with another planned for late July in
Indian Township, Washington County. ARIDE is open to full-time officers who’ve completed the BLETP or
have completed the requirements for a BLETP waiver and hold an SFST proficiency certificate from MCJA. To
attend, please submit an in-service application to MCJA.

MCJA will begin accepting application packets and scheduling interviews for the 2027 DRE school soon –
watch for the announcement. 

  For more information about Maine DRE’s program, contact Don Finnegan Edwin.D.Finnegan@maine.gov.

Green Lab:  Cannabis Impairment Detection
Training

July 30, 2026 0800-1700
Dirigo Safety, Auburn ME

Price: FREE for Maine LEO's - Sponsored by OCP.
$300 for Non-Maine LEO's

Lunch will be provided, limited seats available!

Welcome to Dirigo Safety, LLC’s blog and
news page!

Here, you’ll find the latest updates and
information relevant to law enforcement in
Maine and New England. We cover various

topics, including mental health, trends, and best
practices in the field.

OUI Fundamentals 
July 24, 2026 0800-1600
Eastport Port Authority

141 Water St Eastport, ME

Participants will sharpen their OUI
investigation skills from the traffic stop to
report writing and courtroom testimony. 

Price:  Free, Sponsored by BHS!

https://dirigosafety.com/
https://dirigosafety.com/
https://dirigosafety.com/
https://dirigosafety.com/
https://dirigosafety.com/
https://dirigosafety.com/
https://mailchi.mp/dirigosafety/9-20-2024-newsletter-13366008
https://mailchi.mp/dirigosafety/9-20-2024-newsletter-13366008
https://dirigosafety.com/news-blog/


FREE
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Resources
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NHTSA Campaigns Happening Now & Upcoming
Traffic Safety Marketing powered by NHTSA is a free resource for social media content that

can be plug and play for current and upcoming NHTSA campaigns.  These are just a few
examples of current content that are ready for you.  simply click on any image to redirect you

to the TSM webpage.

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/child-safety/vehicular-heatstroke-prevention
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/vehicle-safety
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/speeding/speeding-catches-up-with-you
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Chemist Corner Maine CDC-DHHS: 
Health & Environmental Testing Laboratory: 

Forensic Chemistry Section: Toxicology



The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and the Maine Chiefs of Police Association have partnered to create a
Regional Impaired Driving Enforcement (RIDE) Team Coordinator. The RIDE Team Coordinator is tasked with
forming RIDE teams in districts around the state. These RIDE teams provide an opportunity for agencies to
collaborate and share resources to make an impact on impaired driving in their communities through high-
visibility enforcement.

Details can be checkpoints or saturation patrols, and are scheduled for times and areas of high frequency of
impaired driving crashes, or around special events that are likely to result in impaired driving within a
community.
The goal of the RIDE program is to reduce incidents of impaired driving-related crashes and fatalities. These
high-visibility efforts serve a dual function of removing impaired drivers from the roadways while also
having a deterrent effect due to the increased number of officers being seen in each area. 
The RIDE teams have got off to a busy start for Spring/Summer 2026. Since Memorial Day weekend, there
have been five RIDE details. 

In addition to the impaired drivers, officers have arrested 3 individuals with warrants, 1 bail violation, and
charged minors with alcohol and marijuana violations. There have also been two arrests for drug offenses,
resulting in the seizure of Ketamine, 39.7 grams of fentanyl, and 4.6 grams of crack cocaine.
There are currently active teams in Districts 1, 2, and 6, with ten details already scheduled through the
summer months. Teams in Districts 3, 4, and 7 are in the process of getting details scheduled.
There is still time to get involved with a RIDE team or get one started in your district. For more information,
contact RIDE Team Coordinator John Roma at john.roma@dirigosafety.com.

Highway Safety Partnerships

RIDE
TEAMS
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“Choices Matter” wrapped up their 2026 fiscal year with 30 school events. We made our way around the state, everywhere from
Gorham to Dexter, and Damariscotta to East Millinocket. This past year also brought with it fantastic opportunities through two
specific school-related conferences – the Student Council conference, put on at the Gracie Theater at Husson University on May
18 , and the Maine Principals’ Association (MPA) conference, put on at the Cross Insurance Center on November 13 .th th

If you are connected to a middle school or a high school, and would like to chat about the possibility of bringing the Choices Matter
program to your area, we would love to connect! And! It’s not too early! With the incredible support of the Maine Bureau of
Highway Safety, we’re already lining up our weeks with schools for this upcoming school year, and we will kick off our events
starting in the month of October.

So, why not bring our super educational VR simulator, our conversation-worthy impairment goggles, and one of our incredible
impact speakers to “your” school during the 2026-2027 school year?! The safety messaging that we offer to all students involved
will be something that they will never forget. We promise.

If you’d like more information or want to chat about the possibility of our attendance, please reach out to Hillari Morgan, Director
of Youth Programs, at hillari@allianceims.com.”

mailto:hillari@allianceims.com
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