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DRUG DETECTION TIMES



SAMPLE COMPARISON 

• Blood and Oral fluid have comparable 
detection windows.

• Blood or oral fluid are more appropriate 
samples to indicate recent, relevant drug 
use in comparison to urine.



ORAL FLUID TESTING MENU 
(AT MINIMUM-ADDITIONAL DRUGS MAY BE INCLUDED)



ORAL FLUID TO BLOOD RATIOS-
LIMITATIONS

• Not all compounds transfer 
readily from blood to oral 
fluid. 
• Benzodiazepines and Morphine

• Example: Blood concentration of 
Diazepam 10 ng/mL would result 
in an average oral fluid 
concentration of 0.1-0.2 ng/mL. 

• The recommended lower 
reporting limit for diazepam 
in oral fluid is 1 ng/mL.

Drummer OH. Drug testing in oral fluid. Clin Biochem Rev. 2006 Aug;27(3):147-59.



ORAL FLUID TESTING-LIMITATIONS



HOW WOULD THE LAB ADDRESS 
LIMITATIONS:

• Provide training to 
law enforcement 
officers if certain 
drugs are indicated 
or suspected to 
collect a different 
sample type. 

• Include an 
automatic 
comment on the 
result report for oral 
fluid samples. 



CURRENT TESTING MENUS 
(BLOOD & URINE)
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