
Transitioning from Summary UCR to IBR

In 1991 the Federal Government introduced a newer form of reporting crime statistics that they 
designated as a National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS). This incident based reporting (IBR) was 
designed to be more comprehensive in scope than traditional summary based UCR reporting. Transition from 
summary to IBR since 1991 has been slow, to say the least. In 2015 it was announced that after 2021 the Federal 
Government would no longer accept the older summary UCR reports, and would only accept IBR data.

In similar fashion, Crime in Maine will begin to transition over the next few years. Beginning this year, 
Crime in Maine will begin to publish IBR data for those agencies in Maine that have already transitioned to the 
newer reporting system and reported a full 12 months of IBR data. 

In past years, Crime in Maine translated IBR data from the few Maine agencies submitting IBR back into 
summary UCR format, a task that is both time intensive and also results in not being able to fully display all the 
additional data provided by IBR. This was done to provide an even comparison between IBR and summary UCR 
reporting agencies across the state. However, due to the time commitment to translation, coupled with the fact 
that more agencies continue to transition to IBR data submission as we near 2021, this will be the last year Crime 
in Maine translates IBR to summary UCR data.

What this means for readers is that on the following pages you will see some basic IBR information from 
the 26 law enforcement agencies in Maine that submitted IBR information for all of 2018. You will also see those 
agencies again reported in the summary UCR pages with translated summary UCR data, as you always have. 
Beginning next year, you will only see IBR reporting agency data in the IBR section of the publication, and only 
see summary UCR reporting agency data in the summary section, until the planned full transition to IBR statistics 
is complete for all agencies in Maine. In addition, as more agencies transition to IBR we will expand upon the IBR 
data tables to provide a more comprehensive data set utilizing IBR statistics.

Thank you to the 26 agencies who have been the first to complete the transition to IBR, and also to the 
others who are still in the transition process. For those agencies who transition to IBR part-way through the past 
year, your IBR statistics will begin with next year’s Crime in Maine. We look forward to seeing the IBR portion of 
this publication expand as the transition continues over the next few years.

Any questions can be directed to the following individuals:
Sgt. Jonathan Wilson, UCR Supervisor, Maine Department of Public Safety
 Ph. 207-624-7275 email: <jonathan.l.wilson@maine.gov>
Jessica Cummings, UCR Manager, Maine Department of Public Safety

Ph. 207-624-7276 email: <jessica.l.cummings@maine.gov>
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