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Covid-19….Again!!

We are all concerned about the pandemic and it’s impact on our families and community. The spread of CV-19 has the potential to overwhelm our EMS and local hospitals, stretching
their limits beyond abilities. We can help by reducing the number of needless hospital visits.
This allows them to focus on those patients most in need.
How do we help? Traffic enforcement. Reduce the number of crashes to reduce the number of ambulance calls. Reduce the ambulance calls reduces the strain on the hospitals. This
does not mean you have to put yourself at risk. Remember—we seek voluntary compliance
with Title 29A laws. We attain this when there is a “fear of arrest” or summons. To instill that
“fear” be seen.
Work traffic enforcement safely. If you are writing reports in your cruiser then park in a
high visibility location in a high crash area. People will see you and slow down or buckle up or
simply drive less like a moron. As people drive by they assume you’re writing tickets. Let them
assume so. You’ll attain voluntary compliance thus reducing crashes and EMS calls . TR

Do you enjoy removing impaired drivers from the road?
Do you have OUI questions but you’re unsure where to
get the latest information? Are you interested in receiving upcoming impaired driving training or getting the latest court cases? Do you have information or training you’d like to
share? Join the new Maine OUI Enforcement Group.

The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and the Dirigo Safety, LLC are
pleased to announce the new Maine OUI Enforcement Group. Topics are drug and OUI information only. This group is closed to the
general public but free to those interested in learning and sharing
information to obtain successful impaired driving convictions. The
group is managed by the Maine Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor
and Law Enforcement Liaison. The group will include police officers,
prosecutors, BMV hearings examiners, chemists and others. The
group replaces the yahoo group that was recently closed.
If you are interested in joining the group please send me an email
directly thomas.j.reagan@maine.gov with your email address in the
body of the message. You can exit any time. If you know of anyone
you believe would benefit from/to the group please share this information. Stay safe and keep up the great work.
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Slow Down Speed Kills Banners
In 2020 many planned events were cancelled due to Covid-19. This includes
nine Choices Matter presentations for high schools across the state.
To find a new way to reach these students and other drivers in Maine, Alliance
Sports Marketing decided to create new banners to help get the message out.
The focus of the banner was “Slow Down, Speeding Kills” as speeding is a factor in most crashes. The banners were then distributed to all the police departments across the state to be hung at future events, or around town.
So far, the banners have been received very well by the community. NB

Maine State Police seized more than $720K in
illegal drugs entering Maine this summer
Maine State Police Troop G patrols the Maine Turnpike
from the New Hampshire/Maine state line in Kittery
to Augusta. Read More
Editor’s Note: Monetary drug proceeds can be seized by the
investigating agency. It can then be used to support further law
enforcement efforts. This includes equipment for cruisers.

What Are Marijuana Concentrates?
A marijuana concentrate is a highly potent THC(Tetrahydrocannabinol) concentrated mass that looks like honey
or butter.
This form of marijuana can be up to four times stronger in THC content than high grade or "top shelf" marijuana, which normally
measures around 20% THC levels. Read More

Why is there a link to marijuana concentrates in a highway safety newsletter?
Because it’s here. Like edibles these concentrates may not have an obvious odor, like
burned marijuana. You may encounter a user driving during a traffic stop or crash. If
you see impairment do not assume there are no intoxicants onboard if there is no
odor. Contact a DRE. Record what you see in detail. Take an ARIDE class to sharpen
your skills. Stay safe.. TR

Cops in Court
Trial Testimony Skills Course
NTLC is pleased to announce the release of the newly updated Cops in Court Curriculum. This update is the
result of the great work of our Subject Matter Expert Working Group: Nicole Cofer, Aaron Ann Cole, Linda
Fisher, Christine Frank, Tom Lockridge, Scot Mattox, Jared Olson and Lt. Matt Payne of the Kansas Highway
Patrol. The curriculum is again designed in module format which can be adapted to any of your state specific
needs or timetables. It includes an Administrator Guide, Instructor Guide, Student Manual, Powerpoints and
brand new videos created by Tom and Aaron Ann for use as needed throughout the curriculum. All materials
may be accessed and downloaded through this link and may be shared with your police agencies:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JOM5lLrHFxIwSwISOcmzgPCSsmHYJPAp?usp=sharing
Designed for law enforcement officers with a wide variety of trial testimony experience, this course includes
discussion and instruction on all aspects of trial preparation and courtroom testimony in a drug impaired
driving case. Experts in the fields of law enforcement and prosecution present the curriculum to law enforcement officers, allowing the participants to learn firsthand the challenges and difficulties in these cases. This course is designed to be taught in one day and includes direct and cross-examination exercises and
an optional mock trial presentation/exercise . However, additional potential topic areas are discussed
throughout the Instructor Manual and may be implemented in the training course to expand the curriculum
if so desired. Segments of this training include:
• Module 1 - Introduction
• Module 2 - Roles, Rules & Routines - the roles of the different personnel
in a courtroom, what their responsibilities include, and how the courtroom /
trial operate
• Module 3 - Details, Details, Details - the importance of a detailed police
report and how to improve report writing skills
• Module 4 - Direct Examination
• Module 5 - Cross Examination
• Module 6 - Take the Stand

Dan Goodman, Public Affairs Manager AAA Northern New England, shared information on a
New Hampshire virtual traffic safety series in December. The three remaining sessions are
below, with links to register. Attached is a flyer that provides more information. Feel free to share with highway safety advocates.
Speed Panel – 12/9 1-2:30
Impaired Driving Panel – 12/16 1-2:30
Vehicle Technology Panel – 12/30 1-2:30

Contact goodman.daniel@NNE.AAA.com

Partner Publications
Traffic Safety Facts: Motorcycles, 2018 Data – In
2018, 4,985 motorcyclists were killed and 82,000 were
injured, a decrease of 5% and 8%, respectively. Onequarter of the riders involved in fatal crashes were
driving under the influence of alcohol.Read more >>

2020 Maine Drug Recognition Expert Awards
The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and the Maine Criminal Justice Academy recently recognized several Drug Recognition Experts (DRE) for their continued work in removing impaired drivers from Maine roadways during 2019. The annual recognition program was held
at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy on October 20, 2020 in conjunction with the annual
DRE training session.

Specialist Seth Allen was specifically recognized for conducting 46 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. In addition to this outstanding achievement, Seth has made a significant contribution to
impaired driving enforcement initiatives by managing the State Police Impaired Driving Reduction Enforcement Team (SPIDRE) and Assisting with multiple Regional Impaired Driving Enforcement (RIDE) Teams.
Seth also contributes numerous hours as an instructor in the impaired driving enforcement programs and
is a mentor for new Drug Recognition Experts both in the Maine State Police and other agencies
statewide. We are pleased to recognize Seth for his efforts.

Trooper Tyler Maloon was specifically recognized with a Drug Recognition Expert Service Award
for conducting 30 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. In addition to this outstanding achievement, Tyler has made a significant contribution to impaired driving enforcement initiatives by contributing
numerous hours as an instructor in the impaired driving enforcement programs and is a mentor for new
Drug Recognition Experts both in the Maine State Police and other agencies statewide.

Sergeant Andrew Feeney was specifically recognized for being one of the top ten producers in the
DRE program by conducting 19 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. In addition to this achievement, Andrew has made a significant contribution to impaired driving enforcement initiatives by contributing numerous hours as an instructor in the impaired driving enforcement programs and is a mentor for
new Drug Recognition Experts statewide.

Officer Ryan Dinsmore was specifically recognized for being one of the top ten producers in the
DRE program by conducting 16 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. This effort has made a
significant impact on drug impaired driving cases in the Waterville area.

Officer Blake Wilder was specifically recognized for being one of the top ten producers in the DRE
program by conducting 14 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. This effort has made a significant impact on drug impaired driving cases in the Waterville area.

Trooper Garret Booth was specifically recognized for being one of the top ten producers in the
DRE program by conducting 14 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. In addition to this achievement, Garret has made a significant contribution to impaired driving enforcement initiatives by contributing
numerous hours as an instructor in the impaired driving enforcement programs and is a mentor for new
Drug Recognition Experts both in the Maine State Police and other agencies statewide.

Sergeant Kevin Sager was specifically recognized for being one of the top ten producers in the
DRE program by conducting 14 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. This effort has made a
significant impact on drug impaired driving cases in the South Portland area.

Deputy Benjamin Boutilier was specifically recognized for being one of the top ten producers in
the DRE program by conducting 13 Drug Impaired Driving evaluations during 2019. This effort has made a
significant impact on drug impaired driving cases in Aroostook County.

BREATH TESTING DEVICE OPERATOR CERTIFICATION
Date: January 7 & 8, 2021
Location: MCJA
Time: 9:00 – 5:00
Tuition: $24.00
Meals: $8.50 per meal
Contact: James Lyman 877-8009

This course will provide the student with the knowledge and skills necessary to operate the Breath
Testing Device (Intoxilyzer 8000) and become certified as a Breath Testing Device Operator.
Classroom topics include; pharmacology and physiology of alcohol, chemical testing (theory, principles and law) nomenclature of the Intoxilyzer instrument, administrative law, operating procedures
and common exception messages.
At the conclusion of the classroom portion students will take the BTD certification exam and complete the required practicals. Students that complete all phases will receive BTD certification.
Personnel who may attend: Any new student approved by their agency, or any BTD operators that
have allowed their certification to expire and seek a new certification.

Prerequisites: Agency approval
Special Requirements: Lap Top Computer

Class Limit: 15 Students
Traffic Tuesdays
National TSRP Webinar Series

EDR Basics for Prosecutors & Law Enforcement
Webinar: Tuesday December 15th, at 2pm (EST)
In DUI Manslaughter & Vehicular Homicide Cases, some of the most critical information in determining causation is
related to a suspect's vehicle and the dynamics of that vehicle's motion and speed. Such information is often readily
available to prosecutors and law enforcement as most modern vehicles are equipped with a "black box" known as an
"Electronic Data Recorder" or EDR. However, many prosecutors and law enforcement officers are unfamiliar with
the specifics of this technology and how it can assist in these important cases. This session will explain the basics of
EDR technology so that both prosecutors and law enforcement will be familiar with the types of data these devices
record, which vehicles are equipped with such devices, and how one is able to accurately and reliably obtain this crucial information from EDRs. It will also examine case studies to explain how such EDR technology and the data provided by such technology can be useful to both prosecutors and law enforcement to enhance the investigation and
prosecution of DUI Manslaughter & Vehicular Homicide Cases.
Register
Presented by: Sgt. Mark Eastty, Pinellas County (FL) Sheriff’s Office
Questions contact Vin Petty, Florida TSRP VinPetty@FloridaTSRP.com

ADVANCED ROADSIDE IMPAIRED DRIVING ENFORCEMENT
(A.R.I.D.E.) PROGRAM
Program Description:
The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and the Maine Criminal Justice Academy are pleased to offer The
National Highway Traffic Safety Administrations’ A.R.I.D.E. course. The course provides officers a better
understanding of the elements surrounding the enforcement of impaired driver laws. The course is designed to help officers become more proficient at detecting, apprehending, testing and prosecuting impaired drivers. The course includes elements of both the Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) and
Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) curriculum. This course is not intended to certify you as a Drug
Recognition Expert, although it is being considered as a prerequisite for future DRE candidates. Attendees must be proficient in the SFST battery with emphasis on HGN procedures.
The candidate who successfully completes the training will be able to recognize that an individual may be
under the influence of a drug or drugs other than alcohol, or under the combined influence of alcohol
and other drugs, or suffering from some injury or illness that produces signs similar to alcohol/drug impairment.
This course was not designed to be offered to new police recruits. This is an intermediate level course
designed to offer more than a basic understanding of the impairing effects of drugs (Illicit and Licit), alcohol, and/or the combination of both.
Personnel who may attend:
All full time law enforcement officers actively enforcing impaired driving laws that work for a department
that is committed to detecting and deterring impaired drivers.
Prerequisites:
 Full Time Law Enforcement Officer
 Must have completed the SFST program and been deemed proficient by the MCJA.
Must meet with an instructor prior to the beginning of the class and review your SFST skills at which
time the instructor will sign a new proficiency exam sheet. The signed exam sheet is required on the first
day of class.
Class Limit:

15 Students (MCJA In-Service Application required)

Date February 25 & 26, 2021
Location: Rockland Police Department, 1 Police Plaza, Rockland, ME 04841
Time:
Fee:
Contact:

8:30 - 4:30
Sponsored by the Maine Bureau of Highway Safety at no cost to your agency.
MCJA 877-8000

December is National Impaired Driving Prevention Month.
In 2019, 13.7 million people (ages 16 and older) drove after using illicit
drugs. Check out a few key frequently asked questions and answers
about drug-impaired driving. Read More

Chemist’s Corner

Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory
Forensic Chemistry Section-Toxicology

Breaking News:
As of November 2020, a copy of any submitted blood collection consent forms the
laboratory receives shall be sent out with the Certificate of Analysis result report.
&
HETL testing fees to increase. New fees available at
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/10/chaps10.htm in chapter 257.

Blood Drug Testing Program Statistics:
BLOOD DRUG TESTING PROGRAM: POLYSUBSTANCE USE
Of the blood samples tested and found to have drugs detected (January 2020-November 2020)
45% Positive for only ONE DRE category

55% Positive for MULTIPLE DRE categories

BLOOD DRUG TESTING PROGRAM: CANNABINOID USE
Of the blood samples tested and found to have drugs detected (January 2020-November 2020)
21% Positive for only Cannabinoids

Top 5 Most Frequently Detected Compounds in Blood
#1
#2
#3
#4
#5

Carboxy-THC
(non-psychoactive metabolite of ∆9-THC)
∆9-THC
(psychoactive compound in cannabis)
Fentanyl
Norfentanyl

(metabolite of Fentanyl)
Hydroxy-THC
(psychoactive metabolite of ∆9-THC)

CDC Resources:

Please copy and paste the links

The Centers for Disease Control have released new resources of interest to the highway safety
community: https://files.constantcontact.com/0e95254c001/4723ac0e-606d-4bb5-bdb21d897ec1ccf7.pdf
In coordination with Child Passenger Safety Week 2020, state-based fact sheets on restraint use
https://www.cdc.gov/transportationsafety/seatbelts/states.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%
2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmotorvehiclesafety%2Fseatbelts%2Fstates.html

New state-based fact sheets that provide a snapshot of alcohol-impaired driving deaths
https://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/impaired_driving/states.html

Find out if your vehicle has an open recall.
It’s free to check and free to repair at a dealer
https://www.checktoprotect.org/

NHTSA Recent Publications and Reports
Copy the link and paste it in your search area.

https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/2019-fatality-data-traffic-deaths-2020-q2-projections
Both reports are now linked on NHTSA’s Behavioral Research page: https://www.nhtsa.gov/
behavioral-research

The original files are live in the National Transportation Library. Direct links can be found here:
Drug and Alcohol Prevalence in Seriously and Fatally Injured Road Users Before and During the
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency:
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/50941/dot_50941_DS1.pdf

Examination of the Traffic Safety Environment During the Second Quarter of 2020: Special Report:

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/50940/dot_50940_DS1.pdf
Partner Publications

National Safety Council (NSC): Motor Vehicle Fatality Rates Rise,
Despite Quarantines – Data from all 50 states indicate fatalities increased, with May recording a surge of 23.5% compared to the previous year, despite far less traffic on the roads. https://
www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/nsc-motor-vehicle-fatality-rates-rose-23-5-in-may-despitequarantines-301097253.html

Risky Driving Behavior Is up During the Pandemic
One third of all roadway deaths are speed related. Impaired driving is also up.
GHSA says we have to change how we get people to slow down. Read more

Vehicle Stop Based on Registered Owner’s License Being Revoked Lawful
When a police officer lacks information negating an inference that the owner is driving a vehicle,
an investigative stop after running a vehicle's license plate and learning that the registered owner's driver’s license is suspended or revoked is reasonable under the Fourth Amendment.

While on patrol, a Kansas police officer ran a registration check on a pickup
truck with a Kansas license plate. The officer learned that the truck was registered to Charles Glover, Jr., and that his license was revoked. Inferring that the
registered owner was also the driver, the officer stopped the truck. The officer
confirmed that Glover was the driver and issued him a citation for being a habitual violator. Glover moved to suppress all evidence from the stop, arguing that the
officer lacked reasonable suspicion of a violation of law to pull him over. The state argued that a law enforcement officer may infer that the owner of a vehicle is the one driving the vehicle, absent information to
the contrary. The state trial court disagreed and granted Glover’s motion to suppress. The Kansas Supreme Court held that the inference impermissibly “stacked” assumptions and would relieve the state of
its burden of showing reasonable suspicion for a stop.
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that when a police officer lacks information to the contrary, it is reasonable
for the officer to assume that the driver of a vehicle is its owner, and if the owner’s license is revoked, to
conduct an investigative stop of the vehicle. Courts must allow officers to use common sense to make
judgments and inferences about human behavior. In this case, the officer’s common-sense inference was
that the vehicle’s owner was most likely the driver, which provided enough suspicion to stop the vehicle. It
does not matter that a vehicle’s driver is not always its registered owner; the officer’s judgment was based
on common-sense judgment and experience. Thus, the officer had reasonable suspicion and the traffic stop
did not violate the Fourth Amendment.
Kansas v. Glover (April 6, 2020) https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-556_e1pf.pdf

Note: This decision is consistent with the finding in State v. Tozier, decided by the Maine Supreme Judicial
Court in 2006, which found that an officer does not violate the Fourth Amendment by making a traffic stop
when the officer randomly checks a license plate number of a vehicle on a public road, learns the owner's
license is suspended or revoked, and observes no other circumstances that demonstrate the driver is not
the vehicle's owner.
https://www.courts.maine.gov/opinions_orders/opinions/2006_documents%20/06me105to.htm

USDOT Pushes Swift Implementation of First Pedestrian Safety Plan
The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) last week released its first Pedestrian
Safety Action Plan in an effort to reduce pedestrian fatalities and injuries on America's
roads. Read more

Bureau of Highway Safety's Year to Date Comparison of sub-categories of all MV fatalities
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Drugs and
money seized,
two arrested on
felony drug
charges in Augusta
A traffic stop in Augusta
lead to two felony drug
arrests on Thursday.
Read More

Man facing charges
after nearly $2 million worth of heroin found during
traffic stop on I-40

The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and
the AAA hosted the 2020 Impaired Driving
Summit virtually this past fall. It offered
great topics that were well done and very
interesting. Below are the links to each session.
Please copy and paste vs click
The Masking of CDL and CMV Offenses: What is Masking and Why it
Matters - https://vimeo.com/456930915

Motor Vehicle Fatality Training - https://vimeo.com/463154301
Latest Trends in Impaired Driving - https://vimeo.com/461126477

eCitations is ready for your agency to participate. Once printers are installed in a cruiser we are ready to install the software
to get you going. Contact me directly for inquiries. We can set
up one cruiser or your entire fleet. thomas.j.reagan@maine.gov

Special Veteran Motorcycle plate (VM) and
Disability Special Veteran Motorcycle plate (XV)
In

Read more

Police: West
Bridgewater traffic
stop leads to 4
arrests on gun
charges
Police said they stopped
the 2017 Chrysler 300 for
motor vehicle violations,
before a brief investigation
led them to discover the
weapons. Read more

Bad people drive

November 2018, the Bureau of Motor Vehicles released the newly designed Special Veteran and Disability Special Veteran plates for motor
vehicles.
The Bureau has since created the new design in the Special Veteran and
Disabled Veteran Motorcycle plates.
• The new Special Veteran Motorcycle plates (VM) numbering sequence will be 101B through 9999Z.
• The new Disabled Veteran Motorcycle plates (XV) numbering sequence will be 401 through 9999.
• Vanities will still be allowed in these class codes. Special Veteran Motorcycle vanity plates allow a maximum of seven characters; no additional space or dash. Disabled Veteran Motorcycle vanity plates allow
a maximum of five characters; no additional space or dash.
Help us spread the highway safety message:
become our fan on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
MaineBureauOfHighwaySafety

DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT
EVALUATION & CLASSIFICATION SCHOOL
Program Description:
The intent of this NHTSA / IACP training course is to identify drivers that may be impaired by drugs. The
DRE program will instruct the students, through the use of systematic and standardized examinations,
how to determine whether the impairment is due to drugs, and if so, the broad category or combination
of categories of drugs that is the likely cause of the observed impairment. Phase I of the training is a twoday pre-school (16 hours) which reviews and enhances information officers previously received in the
NHTSA OUI/SFST program. Attendees should be thoroughly familiar with the OUI/SFST skills prior to
attending. Phase II of training is a seven-day (56-hour) classroom program during which students receive
detailed instruction in the techniques of the drug evaluation examination as well as in physiology, the
effects of drugs and legal considerations. Upon completion of this phase of training, the student must pass
a comprehensive written examination before proceeding to Phase III of the training, the field certification.
The field certification portion of training begins immediately following completion of the classroom training and is conducted at periodic intervals for the next 60 to 90 days. During this portion of the training,
students, under the direction of certified instructors, evaluate subjects suspected of being impaired by
drugs other than alcohol. After participating in and documenting the results of at least 12 drug evaluations
and completing a comprehensive examination, the student is eligible for certification.
Personnel who may attend:
Full time law enforcement officers with a history of enforcing impaired driving laws and working for an
agency committed to providing the logistic support necessary for the DRE to function at maximum effectiveness. Applicants will complete a multiphase process including supplemental application, oral board,
and mentorship with an active DRE prior to being chosen for the class. Regional need will also be a consideration in choosing the final class.

Prerequisites:
SFST Proficiency. The ARIDE course is recommended but not required. Candidates must bring a laptop
computer as manuals are in electronic format. A completed supplemental application will be required
from the applicant in order for the DRE Certification Board to prepare for their candidate interview and
recommend qualified applicants for the program.
Class Limit: 15 Students
Date: February 8-19, 2021
Course Fee $250.00
Location: MCJA Time: 8:00 - 5:00
Contact: James Lyman 877-8009

DRE Lifetime Achievement Award

Robert Flint
The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and the Maine Criminal Justice Academy recently recognized several Drug Recognition Experts (DRE) for their continued work in removing impaired drivers from Maine roadways during 2019. The annual recognition program was held at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy on October 20, 2020 in conjunction
with the annual DRE training session.
Robert S. Flint started his 40+ year career in Law Enforcement in Scarborough in
1978. He worked 23 years for the Maine State Police retiring in 2005. In 2005 he was hired
by the Biddeford Police Department where he continues working to keep impaired drivers
off the roads.

Flint attended the Basic Police Academy in 1981 and went on to complete a separate
weeklong course of study in Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) in 1989. He attended, and successfully completed, the Drug Recognition Expert School in 1991. Flint has
completed multiple instructor schools related to impaired driving enforcement, including,
HGN / SFST Instructor Development in 1990, and DRE Instructor in 1992. Flint has also
been a certified Traffic Crash Reconstruction Specialist since 1986.
Flint has been instrumental in training hundreds of police officers in Maine in the
techniques of detection and processing alcohol and drug impaired drivers. He has been
part of a core group of instructors that are passionately teaching these skills in the Basic
Law Enforcement Training Program (BLETP) as well as regional classes in Southern Maine
and within his own agency. Rob has taught in most all the DRE schools since 1992 and has
taken on a mentorship role helping new DRE’s as they learn new skills.
In 2018 Flint was recognized by the Maine Bureau of Highway Safety and the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy for completing over 200 DRE enforcement evaluations.

For his years of dedicated service and overall contributions in removing impaired
drivers from Maine roadways, in addition to his leadership and support for the Maine Drug
Recognition Expert program, Robert S. Flint has been presented with this DRE Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Blood Test Results Admissible Under Good Faith Exception
The statute (Title 29-A, § 2522) that mandates a blood test if there is probable cause to believe that death has occurred or will occur as a result of a crash is unconstitutional. While not precedential in Maine, the U.S. Supreme
Court has applied the Exclusionary Rule’s good faith exception to situations where an officer reasonably relied on a
statute that was later determined to be unconstitutional when the officer had no reason to believe that the statute
was unconstitutional and application of the exclusionary rule would not serve its purpose of deterrence.
Important Note. In that it is now clearly established by virtue of this decision that Title 29-A M.R.S. § 2522 is
unconstitutional, it is no longer objectively reasonable to rely on the statute in gathering evidence of impaired
driving.
On March 18, 2016, law enforcement officers, firefighters, and medical rescue personnel responded to a major motor vehicle crash on Route 17 in Washington, Maine. When they arrived, first responders were faced with a
crash scene that involved five vehicles, one of which was engulfed in flames. There were many vehicle occupants potentially in need of medical care, and two drivers who were dead. A large tractor trailer was upside down in a ditch
alongside Route 17, with its load of lumber strewn across the road and into the ditch. The operator of the tractor
trailer, Weddle, needed to be extricated from the cab of the truck. In addition to the crash and its aftermath, the
first responders were also faced with the closure of Route 17—the major road between Augusta and Rockland—
which required the management and redirection of a significant flow of traffic travelling east and west at rush hour. In
short, the crash scene was “chaotic, confusing, intense and large.”
A sergeant with the Knox County Sheriff’s Department, believing that Weddle may have been responsible for
the accident, decided that it was necessary to preserve any evidence by taking a blood sample from Weddle. Prior to
the blood draw, the officer did not have information that caused him to believe that there was probable cause to believe that Weddle had been under the influence of alcohol or drugs at the time of the crash. Instead, the officer relied
solely upon his knowledge and understanding of Maine’s mandatory blood draw statute. See 29-A M.R.S. § 2522(2). A
second officer of the Knox County Sheriff’s Department also testified that he did not believe that he had probable
cause to believe that Weddle was operating while impaired. It took about an hour to extricate Weddle from his
overturned truck. Weddle was placed on a backboard for transport to a hospital via helicopter. While medical personnel were preparing Weddle for transport, the Knox County officer directed an EMT to take a sample of Weddle’s blood. At no time before taking the sample did the officer request a warrant, try to gather information about
Weddle’s state of sobriety, or try to obtain Weddle’s consent. Several hours later, while Weddle was at the hospital
for treatment, he consented to law enforcement officers obtaining a second sample of blood from some that had
been drawn by hospital personnel. The results of the hospital sample showed a BAC of .07%. Several days after the
crash, during a vehicle autopsy on Weddle’s truck, law enforcement officers discovered a three-quarters-full bottle of
Crown Royal whiskey and a shot glass in the cab of the truck.
Following denial of his motion to suppress results of the warrantless blood draw that he claimed was unconstitutional, Weddle was convicted of two counts of manslaughter, two counts of causing a death while operating under the influence, causing injury while operating under the influence, aggravated driving to endanger, driving to endanger, and eight counts of violations of commercial motor carrier operator rules. Weddle appealed, arguing again that
the warrantless blood draw was unconstitutional.
While the Law Court agreed that the statute allowing for the warrantless blood draw without probable
cause is indeed unconstitutional, it affirmed Weddle’s convictions and concurred with the trial court that the BAC
results were admissible as a function of the Exclusionary Rule’s “good faith exception.” Its decision came after finding
that no exception to the warrant requirement applied to the situation, including the “special needs doctrine” or the
inevitable discovery or exigency exceptions. In so doing, the court overruled its 2007 decision in State v. Cormier
(2007 ME 112) in which it ruled that the statute did not violate the defendant’s Fourth Amendment rights.
State v. Randall Weddle (January 28, 2020)
https://www.courts.maine.gov/opinions_orders/supreme/lawcourt/2020/20me012.pdf

Survey Says: Men Are More
Aggressive Behind the Wheel
AAA urges motorists to keep their cool as research shows differences between men and
women regarding aggressive driving behavior. Read More
Aggressive driving is unsafe driving behavior,
Road rage is extreme cases of aggressive driving can esperformed deliberately and with ill intention or
calate to road rage. Examples of road rage are:
disregard for safety, can constitute aggressive
driving. Examples of aggressive driving behaviors
• Cursing and rude or obscene gestures
include:
• Throwing objects
• Ramming
• Speeding in heavy traffic
• Sideswiping
• Tailgating
• Forcing a driver off the road
• Cutting in front of another driver and then
slowing down
• Running red lights
• Weaving in and out of traffic
• Changing lanes without signaling
• Blocking cars attempting to pass or change
lanes
• Using headlights or brakes to “punish” other
drivers

Don’t forget the crash app to help
you identify high crash areas.
https://mdotapps.maine.gov/
MaineCrashPublic/

Here is statewide 2020 Fatal crashes
with OUI involved to date.
Lots more to see in this app

