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MaineDOT
IN COOPERATION WITH

DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

AND THE
MAINE TURNPIKE AUTHORITY

The Maine Department of Transportation provides this publication for information
only. Reliance upon this information is at user risk, it is subject to revision and may
be incomplete depending upon changing conditions. This map is not intended to
support emergency dispatch. The Department assumes no liability if injuries or

damages result from this information.

FMI: www.mainedot.gov
Call: 207-624-3100

to order this poster or the
Danger: Moose Ahead brochure

Designed by the MaineDOT, Office of Communications, Mapping & Graphics Section
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REACTION DISTANCE

Data Source: AASHTO Geometric Design of Highways and Streets

UNDER IDEAL DAYTIME DRIVING CONDITIONS, THE CHART BELOW SHOWS REACTION
AND BRAKING DISTANCES AT 30, 50, 65 AND 70 MILES PER HOUR.
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Moment of Recognition

BRAKING DISTANCE

65
EXCEEDS LEGAL SPEED LIMIT ON ALL MAINE ROADS

Watch for the reflection of headlights in the eyes of a deer.
Because moose are taller, headlights don’t reflect in their eyes.
Instead, be on the lookout for a tall silhouette.

In the photo above, the moose that is backlit
                           by the sun on the side of the road is quite easy to
                see. However, the moose in shadows in the on-coming
traffic lane is much less visible in this typical dawn/dusk setting.

MOOSE
CRASHES PER 100 MILLION
MILES TRAVELED
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MOOSE
TOTAL CRASHES

2005-2007
1,969

DEER
CRASHES PER 100 MILLION
MILES TRAVELED

DEER
TOTAL CRASHES

2005-2007
9,165

                                        In this photo, the deer standing on
the shoulder of the road (outlined in white)

   is very difficult to see. Combine vehicle speed
          traffic distractions, natural camouflage, with unpre-
    dictable behavior and the chance of a crash increases. 

LAND PRIVATELY OWNED
AND MANAGED BY 

NORTH MAINE WOODS, INC.

Wildlife crashes happen anywhere,
anytime - but be especially alert:
        From dusk till dawn. Slow down
        at night
        Driving through forested or
        rural areas
        When you see one deer or
        moose...they tend to travel
        in a group so there are
        often more animals nearby
If a crash is unavoidable...
        Apply the brakes
        Let up on the brake just
        before impact
        Aim to hit the tail end of
        the animal
        If possible duck to
        minimize injury

      

1 CRASH
2 CRASHES
3 CRASHES
4+ CRASHES

MOOSE AND
DEER CRASH
LOCATIONS

FOR THE YEARS
2005-2007
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APPROX. SCALE IN KM

APPROX. SCALE IN MI
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