NEPA — A DECISION- MAKING
PROCESS

Collect Existing Conditions Information
DefinePrimary Purpose and Secondary Goals
Identify a Range of Alternatives

Public & Regulatory Agency Input

Consider Potential Impacts (Natural & Cultural Resources, Social & Economic)
Eliminate Alternatives that do not meet the Purpose & Need
Public & Regulatory Agency Input

Select alternative that best meets Purpose & Need and balances secondary goals

Continue assessment of impacts and compliance with regulations and policies with Public Input
Identify mitigation for unavoidable impacts

Document Decision & Commitments



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide summarizes what the NEPA process looks like in three Phases. 
Phase 1: Determine the Purpose & Need for the project and identify a reasonable range of alternatives.
Phase 2: Evaluate the potential impacts of each alternative-keeping in mind that environmental impacts can be natural, cultural, social, or economic.
Phase 3: Consider all available information and choose an alternative that best meets the Purpose and Need while balancing other desirable outcomes and constraints.  Assessment of the preferred alternative continues to ensure compliance with all federal laws and policies.  Finally, we Document the Decision to complete NEPA and move on to design.

The starburst notes approximately where we are now.  We’ve collected a lot of information and established the need for a project. We’ve identified the Project need, Primary Purpose and Secondary Goals.  We’ve also identified a preliminary range of alternatives.
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